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	Visits to Ephesus
Acts 18:19-21 – Paul, Priscilla, Aquila

Jews

Acts 18:24-26 – Apollos, Aquila, Priscilla

Synagogue

Acts 19:1-20:1 – Paul 

John’s disciples, Jews and Greeks

	~AD53

~AD53

~AD54-56
	Short visit
Apollos achieves success preaching John’s baptism
3 years: Acts 20:31


	Prophetic words to Ephesus
Acts 20:17-38 

Ephesians 

1 Timothy (1:3) 

Revelation 2:1-7 


	~AD57

~AD62

~AD63

~AD97
	

	Other references to Ephesus
1 Corinthians 15:32; 16:8
2 Timothy 1:18; 4:12 


	~AD57

~AD66
	

	Ephesians – Paul’s context
Ephesians 3:1

Ephesians 3:2,8
Ephesians 4:1

Ephesians 6:19,20 – Acts 22:31

	
	

	Therefore…
“bring forth fruit with patience” (Luke 8:15)
“endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim 2:3)

Ephesians 1:15 vs Revelation 2:4

	
	


-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-
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The holy spirit of promise (Eph 1:13)
	The recipients of the letter
“we… us… our… who first hoped in Christ” (Eph 1:3-12)

“you also…” (Eph 1:13)

“remember, that you being in time past nations in the flesh…” (Eph 2:11; cp 3:1; 4:17)


	

	Sealing – a historical event
“we have sealed the servants of God in their foreheads” (Rev 7:3)


	

	Ephesians 1:13
“heard”

“word”

“gospel”

“salvation”

“believe”
	Acts
10:22,33,44; 15:7

10:36,44; 11:1; 15:7

10:36; 15:7

15:11

10:43,45; 11:17; 15:7
	

	The witness of the holy spirit
“on the nations also was poured out the gift of the holy spirit” (Acts 10:45)

Peter had received a vision (Acts 10:28)

Peter was sent by the spirit (Acts 10:19,20)

He heard the testimony of Cornelius (Acts 10:30-33)

“Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptised, which have received the holy spirit as well as we?” (Acts 10:47)

See Acts 11:4-14,18; 15:8


	

	“you were sealed…”?
Consider Psalm 135

At a time of the house of Yahweh in Jerusalem (135:2,21)

“peculiar treasure” (135:4; Ex 19:5; Eph 1:14)


	

	“the holy spirit of promise”
“also…” (Acts 10:45)

“as well as we…” (Acts 10:47)

“as on us…” (Acts 11:15)

“the like gift as he did to us…” (Acts 11:17)

“even as he did to us…” (Acts 15:8)

A promise given at pentecost

“the promise is to… all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39, cp Eph 2:13,17)
	

	Therefore…
the gospel comes to us… in the holy spirit and in much assurance (cp 1 Thes 1:5)

“this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our saviour who will have all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:3,4)

men, women, rich, poor, office worker, farmer, free-man, slave, English, American, Chinese, Japanese…


	


-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-
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The spirit of wisdom (Eph 1:17)
	The prayers
“that… the father of glory may give to [the gentile Ephesians] the spirit of wisdom and revelation” (Eph 1:17)

“the word of wisdom” (1 Cor 12:8)

“revelation” (1 Cor 14:6)


	

	The apostle prays
“For this cause… ” (Eph 1:15,16)


	

	Ephesians 1:15
“after… your faith”

“in” 

“the Lord Jesus”
	Ephesians 1:13

“after… you believed”
“in”

“whom [Christ]”
	

	“the spirit” (Eph 1:17) ≡ “holy spirit” (Eph 1:13)


	

	The spirit’s work
“the knowledge of him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened that you may know…” (Eph 1:18)

“knowledge” (Eph 4:13)


	

	“spirit of wisdom”
Exodus 28:3

Priest: Ephesians 1:20 = Psalm 110:1

Deuteronomy 34:9

Inheritance: Joshua 1:6 = Ephesians 1:18

Isaiah 11:2

Priest: Isaiah 11:3,4 = Psalm 110:5,6

Inheritance: Isaiah 11:10

Nations: Isaiah 11:10

Knowledge: Isaiah 11:9


	

	“spirit of revelation”
“revelation” (Eph 3:3,5)

“not known” ( “revealed”

See 1 Corinthians 2:7-11


	

	Therefore…

“I am God and there is none else… declaring the end from the beginning” (Is 46:9,10)

“Give diligence to show yourself approved to God… rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15)

	


-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-
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The spirit... in the children of disobedience

 (Eph 2:2)
	dead in trespasses and sins

	

	Ephesians 2:2
“wherein”

“you walked”

“in time past”

“according to the course of this world”

“according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works”
“in the children of disobedience”
	Ephesians 2:3
“among whom”

“we all had our conversation”

“in times past”

“in the lusts of our flesh”
“fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind”
“and were by nature the children of wrath”
	

	“because of these things comes the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience” (Eph 5:6)


	

	Making man’s desires
“wherein… you walked” (Eph  2:2) = “walked therein” (2 Ki 13:6,11)

Jeroboam the son of Nebat: 1 Ki 12:25-33

Aaron: Ex 32:1-6

“high places” (1 Ki 12:31,32) = “high places” (Eph 6:12)

“making the desires of the flesh and of the mind” (Eph 2:3)

“made two calves of gold” (1 Ki 12:28)

“he made a house… made priests… “ (1 Ki 12:31)

“made a feast… he made in Bethel… calves he had made… high places which he had made” (1 Ki 12:32)

“the altar which he had made… “ (1 Ki 12:33)
	

	spirit of wisdom vs spirit of disobedience
“[God] works (energeō) all things after the counsel of his own will (thelēma)” (Eph 1:11)

vs

““fulfilling the desires (thelēma) of the flesh and of the mind” (Eph 2:3)

“the eyes of [our] understanding (dianoia) being enlightened” (Eph 1:18)

vs 

“the desires of the flesh and of the mind (dianoia)” (Eph 2:3; see also Eph 4:18).

“the working (energeia) of [God’s] mighty power, which he wrought (energeō) in Christ, when he raised him from the dead” (Eph 1:19,20)

vs

“the spirit that now works (energeō) in the children of disobedience [who are dead in sins]” (Eph 2:2)
	

	the prince of the power of the air
“the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience” (Eph 2:2)

“the spirit” describes “the air” to us
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	Therefore…

“we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to good works” (Eph 2:10)

“speak the truth In love” (Eph 4:15)

“put on the whole armour of God” (Eph 6:11)
	


-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-
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We both have access in one spirit (Eph 2:18)
	both
“you were nations in the flesh who are called uncircumcision by that which is called the circumcision” (Eph 2:11)

Jew and gentiles

“[Jesus] is our peace who has made both one” (Eph 2:14)

“[Jesus] might reconcile both to God in one body” (Eph 2:16)

“we both have access by one spirit to the father” (Eph 2:18)

“to make in himself of two one new man, so making peace” (Eph 2:15)

“both”; “two” ( “one”


	

	in
 “aliens from the commonwealth (politeia) of Israel” (Eph 2:12) ( “fellowcitizens (sunpolitēs) with the saints” (Eph 2:19)

“in the world” (Eph 2:12) ( “in one body” (Eph 2:16); “in one spirit” (Eph 2:18)

Compare: “in Christ Jesus” (Eph 1:1)… “in sincerity” (Eph 6:24)


	Consider: Ephesians has “in” x126; Galatians has “in” x44; Revelation has “in” x160

	in spirit
“peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh” (Eph 2:17) = Isaiah 57:19

“enflaming yourselves with idols under every green tree” (Is 57:5); compare Deut 12:2; 1 Kings 14:23

“revived” (Is 57:15) = “quickened” (Eph 2:5)

“a contrite and humble spirit… the spirit of the humble” (Is 57:15)

“the body without the spirit is dead” (James 2:26)


	

	we are the circumcision…
“that which is called” (Eph 2:11)

“for though there be that are called gods” (1 Cor 8:6)


	

	Ephesians 2:11,18
	Romans 2:28,29
	Philippians 3:3
	Colossians 2:11

	circumcision

in the flesh

in one spirit

made by hands
	circumcision

in the flesh

in the spirit
	circumcision

in the flesh

in the spirit
	circumcision

flesh

made without hands

	“for we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit” (Phil 3:3)


	

	Therefore…

“endeavour to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph 4:3)

“serve the Lord with all humility of mind” (Acts 20:19)

“circumcision is that of the heart” (Rom 2:29)


	


-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-
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An habitation of God in spirit (Eph 2:22)
	now therefore…
“now therefore you are no more strangers… but fellowcitizens… of the household of God” (Eph 2:22)

Ephesians 2:11-18 is the proof of the apostle’s teaching in Ephesians 2:19-22

“in… spirit” (Eph 2:18) = “in spirit” (Eph 2:22)


	

	an habitation
“Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of demons…” (Rev 18:2)

Thus: “household” (Eph 2:19); “holy temple” (Eph 2:21)


	

	Isaiah again and the spirit of Christ
“foundation… the chief corner stone” (Eph 2:20) = Isaiah 28:16

“I dwell… with him… that is of a contrite and humble spirit” (Is 57:15)

“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was made contrite for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him” (Is 53:5)

“Yet it pleased Yahweh make him contrite” (Is 53:10)

See 1 Peter 1:11


	

	the spirit of Christ in us
“to revive the spirit of the humble ones  and to revive the heart of the contrite ones” (Is 57:15)

“for we are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus to good works” (Eph 2:10)

“built upon… the chief cornerstone” (Eph 2:20)

“Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith” (Eph 3:17)

“the body of Christ” (Eph 4:12)

“till we all come in the unity of the faith… to… the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph 4:13)

“walk in love, as Christ also has loved us” (Eph 5:2)


	

	Therefore…

“if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom 8:9)

“if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the spirit is life because of righteousness” (Rom 8:10)

“he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also make alive your mortal bodies by [Christ’s] spirit that dwells in you” (Rom 8:11)

	


-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-
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