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Good morning my dear Brethren and Sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Over the last week, our daily readings have covered the letters of Paul to Timothy, concluding the
second letter in this morning’s reading. In the letters, we see the special relationship between Paul
and Timothy, who is called by Paul in 1 Timothy 1:2 ‘my own son in the faith’. Although Paul did
not have any children of his own, he had a deep affection for Timothy, borne out of Timothy’s strong
faith together with his love and dedication for the things of God. Timothy’s faith is recognised by
Paul in 2 Timothy 1:5, ‘When | call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which first
dwelt in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and | am persuaded that in thee also.” This
verse gives an insight into the people that influenced Timothy in his understanding and growth in the
Truth. Acts 16:1 is the first time where Timothy is mentioned by name. The verse notes: ‘Then
came he (Paul) to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the
son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek:”. As no
other mention is made of the father of Timothy, we can surmise that, if he was still alive at this time
in Timothy’s life,he did not come into the Truth. Without the spiritual support and guidance of his
earthly father, Timothy, Paul filled this role as a spiritual mentor to Timothy.
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As a consequence of the relationship between Paul and Timothy, the letters are full of fatherly
counsel and advice to the young man Timothy. The first letter to Timothy would have been written
before Paul’s first imprisonment. In it, Paul gives Timothy instruction on the preservation of the
pure doctrine, and the administration of the ecclesia. The tone of the letter is forceful and
commanding. There appears to be a sense of urgency and in some places, almost an abruptness in
the letter. The letter begins with 1 Timothy 1:1. ‘Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the
commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope’. The theme of being
commanded, or charged to do something is a central theme in the book of Timothy. Whilst various
Greek words are translated as either command, commandment or charge in 1 Timothy, they are used
in almost a military sense. Paul is the commanding officer, passing on commands to his subordinate
Timothy who, in turn, had to pass these commands on to others. Importantly, he had to ensure that
the commands were being followed. This military tone is conveyed in 1 Timothy 6:11 — 12 “But
thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and
hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.’
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Whilst having a “‘father — son’ relationship with Timothy, because of the relative youth of Timothy,
as noted in 1 Timothy 4:12, where Paul counsels Timothy to ‘let no man despise thy youth’, Paul
resorts to this forceful tone. What was the nature of the commandments given by Paul to Timothy?
They covered all aspects of ecclesial life. In brief, in 1 Timothy 1:3: “‘As | besought thee to abide
still at Ephesus, when | went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no
other doctrine’. No other doctrine was to be taught. In 1 Timothy 1:5: ‘Now the end of the
commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:’.
Obedience to the commandment would result in charity, better translated selfless and sacrificial love,
due to moral changes.
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In 1 Timothy 1:18 and the first part of verse 19, reinforcing the military tone, ‘This charge I commit
unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them
mightest war a good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience...’
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In 1 Timothy 4:9-11, Timothy is commanded to teach the profitibleness of Godliness, ‘This is a
faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach,
because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, especially of those that believe.
These things command and teach.’
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The commandment is extended to exhort widows in their behaviour in 1 Timothy 5:7 ‘these things
give in charge, that they may be blameless’.
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In executing the commandments given, Timothy is charged that he does so without showing favour
to any of the members of the ecclesia in chapter 5:21 ‘I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another,
doing nothing by partiality.’
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Paul exhorts Timothy to faithfully and unswervingly fulfil the task set him in 1 Timothy 6:13-14, ‘I
give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before
Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession; That thou keep this commandment without spot,
unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.’
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There is also a salutory warning to those who are wealthy in 1 Timothy 6:17: Charge them that are
rich in this world, that they be not highminded; nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God...”
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The purpose of pursuing these commandments is summarised in 1 Timothy 6:20, where Paul exhorts
Timothy to ‘keep that which is committed to thy trust’. The sense of these words, is that Timothy
was to ‘guard the deposit’ that had been committed to his care. This deposit is the Truth of the
Gospel, which has also been committed to our care. The power of the exhortations given to Timothy
are just as valid today as they were in the time that they were given to Timothy. We too are exhorted
and commanded by Paul to ‘keep the charge’ of the Gospel, and, like Timothy, in the words we have
just considered receive practical advice on how to do so.
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The rewards of being a faithful soldier in the fight of faith are clearly shown in our reading of this
morning in 2 Timothy 4. The second letter was written towards the end of Paul’s life. He knew that
his death was near. This was to be the last of Paul’s letters before his execution under the hand of
Nero in approximately AD 68. Paul is now a man in his sixties. His ministering to the saints, our
brethren and sisters, of the first century ecclesia was now at an end. He was waiting for the time of
his departure to arrive. The work which had taken him to many parts of the Roman Empire, had
taken its toll on him. He had suffered many things, as he notes in 2 Timothy 3:10 — 11, ‘But you
have closely followed my doctrine, the conduct, the purpose, the faith, the long-suffering, the love,
the patient endurance, the persecutions, the sufferings, such as happened to me in Antioch, in
Iconium, in Lystra, what persecutions | bore. And the Lord delivered me out of all’. Paul’s
perspective on his sufferings is most encouraging. ‘The Lord delivered me out of all’. We know that
he suffered beatings, shipwreck, stoning, but his summary is that ‘the Lord delivered me out of them
all.” He had truly learned, as he notes in Philippians 4:11 in whatever state he was, therewith to be
content.
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Paul circumstances at the time of writing the second letter, as a captive under the hand of Nero, were
particularly desperate. Nero was a sadistic brute who destroyed not only Christians, but many others
as well. He gratified every sensual and fleshly evil, and his actions became so vile and offensive that
even his own people began to revolt. History tells us a General in Gaul, where rebellion was taking
place issued a proclamation accusing Nero of being a ‘Murderer, Matricide, Poisoner, but worst of
all a dreadful singer who did not even know the rules of art!” We are told that it was this last
comment that incensed Nero more than anything else. Revolt was quickly and cruelly suppressed.
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What chance did Timothy’s mentor, his father in the faith have under these circumstances? How
would Paul’s imprisonment under these conditions affect the young man to whom he had enstrusted
so much? Paul feels it necessary to write again to Timothy, to offer exhortation and encouragement
to his beloved son in the faith. Paul perhaps felt that Timothy would be so concerned about the
plight of his father in the Faith that he would neglect the work which Paul had commissioned him to
do.
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The tone of the letter is far more reflective than that of the first letter. In the fearful circumstances of
his own life, Paul encourages Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:7-8: God hath not given us the spirit of fear;
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of
our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to
the power of God
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Timothy was not to worry about Paul, but to focus on the Gospel. As Timothy had a charge
committed to him in the first letter, Paul knew the great benefits that would be realised in his own
life from keeping the charge, as he continues in chapter 1:10 — 12. But is now made manifest by the
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel: Whereunto | am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and
a teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause | also suffer these things: nevertheless | am not
ashamed: for | know whom | have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which |
have committed unto him against that day.

Paul was fully persuaded that no matter what he would personally have to endure, in being faithful to
the commandments of God, he would realise the Hope of the Gospel.
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As Paul noted in 1 Timothy 4: godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that
now is, and of that which is to come. In commenting on this particular verse, Brother Robert Roberts
in his book, Seasons of Comfort writes: “Godliness hath the promise of the life that now is, and that
which is to come. And what is that promise? That we shall have plenty? No, perhaps that would be
a curse. That we shall always be well off? No; perhaps that would blind our weak eyes to the
wretchedness of our present lot, and dim the glory that is to be revealed. It is a promise that, come
prosperity or come trouble, come plenty or come poverty, come health or come sickness, come
honour or come reproach, come the couch of ease or the bed of thorns, come weal or come woe -
come what may, if we are called according to His purpose, He will be at the helm, to make all things
work together for our ultimate good.”
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In this knowledge, Paul was able to calmly reconcile himself to the fate that he knew awaited him.
He calmly records in 2 Timothy 4:6 — 8, ‘For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand. | have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.’

IEBU A R BEAR,  OR % 4RI B A W 260 A 7 A8 A HE P I I BE e b R o e
RERIGT 4: 6-8 MIXFEATHWE R “ B A WSS, B MHINTIEE] T . BFHELHIR T
CEIT T, GHNEEI O T Irla B8 # CEFF T T MIELU, 2 X A5 %
AP FLAE1EE 2K FTAHT 2 T HZIG T NG T, (IG5 ML 52 5l i T
Ao

What a remarkable example of a servant of God having complete confidence in the mercy of our
Heavenly Father. Paul confidently believed in that the righteous judge would award him a crown of
life in that day.
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As we come around the emblems of the body and blood of our Lord, we know that, as recorded by
Paul in Hebrews, our Lord was able to overcome the challenges of his trial and crucifixion through
his firm and steadfast belief in the joy that was set before him.
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In the path of our lives, my dear Brethren and Sisters, let us keep the charge of the Gospel that we
joyfully accepted at our Baptism. Encouraged by the Hope of the Kingdom, let us, like Paul and
Jesus, obey the commandments of our Lord, that we too may have the realisation of the promise of
the life which is to come.
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SPEAKING NOTES
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Good morning my dear Brethren and Sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Over the last week, our daily readings have covered the letters of Paul to Timothy, concluding
the second letter in this morning’s reading.
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Special relationship between Paul and Timothy, 1 Timothy 1:2
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Evidence of Timothy’s faith, 2 Timothy 1:5,
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Insight into the people that influenced Timothy in his understanding and growth in the
Truth
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Father mentioned Acts 16:1
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No further mention — perhaps reason for the development of the relationship
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1 Timothy
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fatherly counsel and advice to the young man Timothy
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First letter written before Paul’s first imprisonment.

TEOR B — IR NSRAT S I 5 — 35

Paul gives Timothy instruction on the preservation of the pure doctrine, and the administration
of the ecclesia.
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Tone of the letter is forceful and commanding, almost military
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The theme of being charged to do something is a central theme in the book of Timothy.
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Paul the commanding officer, Timothy his subordinate Timothy
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Timothy had to ensure that the commands were being followed
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Military tone in 1 Timothy 6:11 — 12
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Why the military tone in view of the ‘father — son’ relationship? 1 Timothy 4:12
FERT 4 75 12 W YFR A A ST 5 FR BT ZE DA FR 1 11 W)
What was the nature of the commandments given by Paul to Timothy?
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e 1 Timothy 1:5: Obedience to the commandment would result in selfless and sacrificial
love, due to moral changes.
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1 Timothy 1:18 and the first part of verse 19: Fight the good fight
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1 Timothy 4:9-11, Commanded to teach the profitableness of Godliness
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1 Timothy 5:7 Exhortation to widows
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1 Timothy 5:21 Show no preference in applying the commandments given
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1 Timothy 6:13 — 14: Encouraged in the task
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1 Timothy 6:17: Do not trust in riches
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The purpose of pursuing these commandments is summarised in 1 Timothy 6:20 This deposit is
the Truth of the Gospel, which has also been committed to our care.
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Exhortation and advice given to Timothy are just as applicable
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2 Timothy
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Rewards of being a faithful soldier in the fight of faith 2 Timothy 4.
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Timing of second letter — Paul about 60 in age, captive in Rome about AD68
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Just before his death.
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2 Timothy 3:10 — 11: He had suffered many things
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Paul’s perspective on his sufferings is most encouraging
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He suffered beatings, shipwreck, stoning, but his summary is that “the Lord delivered me out of
them all.’
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Compare Philippians 4:11
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Comment on Paul’s circumstances — held captive by Nero
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Nero’s cruelty well known and recorded in history
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How would Paul’s imprisonment under these conditions affect the young man to whom he had
entrusted so much?
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Paul writes again to Timothy, to offer exhortation and encouragement
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In the fearful circumstances of his own life, Paul encourages Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:7-8:
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Timothy was not to worry about Paul, but to focus on the Gospel.
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Paul’s incredible confidence in the Hope of the Gospel and righteousness of God — 2 Timothy
1:10-12
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As Paul noted in 1 Timothy 4: godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life
that now is, and of that which is to come. Note Brother Robert Roberts comments
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In this knowledge, Paul was able to calmly reconcile himself to the fate that he knew awaited him.
2 Timothy 4:6 — 8,
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Remarkable example of a servant of God having complete confidence in the mercy of our
Heavenly Father
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Introduce emblems — Jesus able to overcome through joy set before him
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Conclude relating our responsibilty to keep the Truth, and encourage audience with the great
Hope we have been blessed with
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