Exhortation for 03/04 2007 The God of All Comfort Bro Jack Fallon
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Divine characteristics like love, mercy, grace, are all things that are shown to us in our lives. Of
course, we first receive them and learn of them from God. But as we develop His character, so
we also have learnt to extend these characteristics to each other - and hopefully also receive them
from one another.
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Another of these characteristics is comfort. God comforts us, and as we start reading his second
epistle to the Corinthians, (2Cor 1:3) Paul describes God as the “Father of mercies” and the “God
of all comfort”. Paul also tells us the reason God comforts us in all our tribulation. God does
this in order that that we may be able to comfort them who are in any trouble, by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God (v3,4). Therefore we are given a practical
education in how we may “Let this mind be in us, as it was in Christ Jesus (Philippians 2:5).
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Before we read on in Corinthians, we should consider very carefully another word that Paul used
- tribulation. We know that Paul taught that we MUST through much tribulation enter the
kingdom of God (Acts 14:22) and perhaps it is worth reminding ourselves that he said it three
verses after having been stoned and left for dead (Acts 14:19). The apostles and martyrs of the
first century gave their lives to witness to us that the miraculous events recorded in the New
Testament really did occur. Why should they have suffered in that way for what they believed if
it was a lie? They gave their lives in order that we may believe and accept the truth of the
scriptures. However much we may feel we suffer, compared to the first century believers, we
have little to complain out, and by God’s grace, we will meet those who suffered by giving their
lives.
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This clear teaching of the apostle Paul is not always understood by all those in other
denominations who would profess to follow Christ. Yet Christ also himself “though he were a
son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered (Heb 5:8). If Christ was taught
obedience by suffering, should we expect to learn obedience without suffering? We can see that
what Paul is expounding to us in these first few verses of 2 Corinthians is fundamental to us if

we are really going to develop the mind of Christ. We must suffer: we will be comforted. Other
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brethren and sisters will suffer: we must in turn comfort them also.
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Yet some who profess to be in Christ say this is not so. They say that to become a believer is to
gain the protection and favour of God and fail to accept that correction is necessary to put the
flesh to death so the spirit can live. In our first reading in Leviticus 10, Nadab and Abihu offered
strange fire before the Lord. In doing this they deliberately changed what God had said. Let us
consider very carefully what God said, and what he did not say. We do not read of any
complaint by God that these sons of Aaron had disobeyed him. Rather God spoke about being
sanctified and being glorified by his people. And sanctification means that we should be clean,
rather than unclean, that there should be a difference and a separation between those that believe
God and those who do not believe him.
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Of course we cannot sanctify and glorify God without obeying him. But to disobey is our loss, it
is the end of us, not by any means the end of God’s sanctification and glorification.
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God’s purpose will continue. It is unstoppable. Therefore God reminds us that He will be
sanctified and glorified by his people. Nadab and Abihu had stopped being part of his people
because they did not believe it was important to listen to God’s word. In our New Testament
reading the God of all comfort is telling us that we will suffer tribulation, and the positive result
of the tribulation that we will suffer is that we will learn how to comfort one another, just as our
Heavenly Father comforts us.
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So now we return with these thoughts to Paul’s teaching in 2 Corinthians. He continues to
develop some interesting ideas in how God instructs us. In 2 Cor 1:5 he tells us that Christ’s
sufferings abound in us. If our service to God is reasonable, Paul tells us that we present our
bodies as living sacrifices (Rom 12:1). No-one says this is easy, though it can sometimes seem
that it is easier for others than for us. We have considered that it is necessary that Christ’s
sufferings abound in us, and we are obedient, not only in order that we may be part of God’s
people, but also that God may be sanctified and glorified. If Christ’s sufferings abound in us, it

does actually follow that we should be comforted by Christ. After all, Christ suffered once, he is
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not suffering now. Now he is freed from his suffering for all eternity, but from the suffering he
endured in the days of His flesh he learned how to console us. Now in our turn WE must learn
obedience by the things that WE suffer.
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In verse 6, Paul has now established the principle and goes on to show how this works out in
ecclesial life. He says if the apostles suffer, it is for the comfort (consolation) and salvation of
the brethren and sisters. He also says that if the apostles are comforted, then this also is for the
comfort and salvation of the brethren and sisters! This may seem strange at first, but the answer
is simple: Paul’s hope in his brethren and sisters was steadfast. And in this context he is
outlining two aspects whereby that steadfast hope would be accomplished: the suffering and
tribulation that would develop obedience, and also the resulting consolation that would enable
the suffering to be borne and also develop the characteristics of God in the one who
suffered. Ultimately the sufferer would go on to give comfort to those around them.
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We must develop an awareness of the needs of our brethren and sisters if we are to be able to
learn this lesson and apply it in our lives. This calls for the sacrifice of self, not indulgence of
self. If we are continually indulging self, then how can we have learned anything
different? None of us needs to suffer in order to practise self-indulgence. We need to suffer in
order to empathise with others who suffer.
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In these few verses that we have already considered, the Greek word for suffering and
consolation has been used ten times. Paul now continues to develop his theme. In another place
when he catalogues the things he suffered for Christ he says “he speaks as a fool” yet he did it to
make a point to those he addressed. Similarly now, he is making a point. It was expedient for
the Corinthians not to be ignorant of his sufferings and those of his companions, their trouble,
and how they were pressed out of measure... until they despaired of life itself. When we
consider all the things that we have suffered, do we yet consider that we have learned enough to
feel that we could help someone who had suffered like Paul?
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Perhaps we do not consider that we have learned enough to comfort the apostle in an active
way. Ye he had learned enough to take comfort from the brethren and sisters who he was
responsible for teaching, in a passive way. This is what he said in the middle of verse 6. It was
the consolation and salvation of those Paul wrote to in Corinth that allowed Paul to endure that
‘same suffering’, that is his own suffering. So we see this cycle works. When we learn the
lessons from suffering we learn consolation, salvation, and steadfast hope.
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In verse 14 Paul describes the fellowship that we share: “we are your rejoicing, even as you also
are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus’. We may not be able to do the things that Paul did. We
may not be able to endure the same things. But by sharing the consolation of the sufferings of
Christ with each other as we journey to the kingdom we can help each other and strengthen each
other to complete the journey. We do not need to be everything that the apostle Paul was to do
this; we just need to be with our brother or sister when they need us.
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Even the miserable comforters that were Job’s friends managed that much when they sat down
with him for a week because they saw his grief was very great. What they did after that can be
read as an example of how not to do the things of which Paul is exhorting (or comforting)
us. They did not speak the thing that was right, and they did it in a vindictive way that indulged
their own righteousness at Job’s expense, for they said how much more wicked he was than they
were. The God of all comfort was not well pleased with these miserable comforters, and we
have much to learn from the Book of Job if we are to understand how to put into practice the
teaching of the apostle Paul here.
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In 2Cor 2:1 Paul now draws on his teaching for a practical example. He does not want to make
the Saints at Corinth sad, because he relies on them for his happiness, and how could he be
happy if they were sorrowful? This is logic that we might do we well to apply to ourselves
sometimes. Do we ever deliberately cause upset to a brother or a sister? Do we become a
miserable comforter? If so, can the God of all Comfort be pleased with us? Christ taught us to
put down our gift unless and until we were reconciled to our brother. Matt 5:23-24. Remember

that Nadab and Abihu sacrificed incorrectly.....
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Paul next exhorts the brethren and sisters to extend this comfort to a brother who has been
discouraged by many. No matter that the brother was originally at fault, now is the time to
comfort him and extend love towards him that the adversary would not get the advantage of him
(no, rather of “US” v11) while the ecclesia denied this brother the true fellowship. It has been
rightly said that it can be an offence to be offended! We can be all the things Paul said in 1 Cor
13:1-2 and if we do not have love, then we are nothing.
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In a few days we will have a further opportunity to consider these things as we follow this theme
through 2 Cor 7. Paul describes how empathy for suffering and also comfort passes between
believers much as we will now pass bread and wine amongst ourselves.
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We read 2Corl:5 “For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also
aboundeth by Christ”. We started to develop these thoughts, and as we think of the great
suffering that Christ underwent, and share in his sorrow, he comforts us with the steadfast hope
that he can save us from our sins.
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In our first reading Moses promised Israel that they would see the glory of Yahweh, and they did
(Lev 9:6,23). David also spoke of his own glory and that of the Father (Psa 109 v1, 5), and we
have then considered the Lord Jesus Christ who manifested forth God’s glory to us (John 2:11).
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As we examine ourselves, let us consider how the God of all comfort educates us by suffering so
that we can learn to comfort each other as Christ comforts us, and help each other to come to the
kingdom and glorify our Father, as we pray now that Christ is also helping us.
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