Exhort 25 February 2007 Readings: 1 Cor.8-9 Bro Peter Evans
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Dear Brethren and Sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ
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This morning as we come to remember the Lord Jesus Christ we are going to look at the great example
of selflessness that is showed to us by the apostle Paul and especially the lord himself.
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Our readings are taking us through 1 Corinthians at the moment and have brought us to the section
which runs from chapter 8 — 11.
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Paul is dealing with meat offered to idols which was a problem for some of the believers in his day.
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Many of the believers were pagans before they became servants of our Lord. This meant they served
idols. The serving of idols influenced every part of their life. The gods were prayed to for help in daily
business, for health, for prosperity, for social success. Even the meals of pagans were offered to idols
to get their blessing before they were eaten. In the market place you could purchase food which had
been dedicated to the gods to take home and cook.
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The worship of idols was so much part of their life that when they converted to believing in the truth of
one God things associated with this worship created a great question for them.

IEIE R 5 51X e KR AR AT 7, DA TS — B 2 s, SRR SR 3 E
XHABAT A AE PRI B — AR KR )

Is it acceptable to eat food which had been dedicated to the idol?
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Paul highlights the two attitudes the converts had.
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One group said “ We know that there is only one God an idol is just a piece of wood or stone so eating
meat that has been offered to it is just like eating any other meat, so we can eat the meat.”
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The other group said “We know that an idol is nothing but if people see us eating things offered to idols
they will assume that we are idol worshippers, so we should not eat.”
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Paul’s answer to this question is very simple. He says that the first group is right, the idol is nothing.
But Paul does not leave the answer at this statement. He makes the Corinthians think in a much better
way.
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He says that the knowledge of the facts about what is correct is not enough in the way we make
decisions about what we do in life. 1 Corinthians 8:1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we
know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but love edifieth.
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Just because we understand or have knowledge about an issue we must be careful because this can puff
us up, or make us proud. We can feel proud that our understanding on an issue is clearer than others.
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Consider the following example.
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We know that an idol is nothing. So a bhudda is only a piece of wood that has been shaped like a man,
just like any other statue. Because of our knowledge we may just consider the bhudda a piece of art.
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However if we were previously a Bhuddist, the bhudda is a symbol of the way of false religion we have
left to serve the one, living god.
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The question for us may be, would we have an image of bhudda in our house?
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How would we show we are puffed up with pride in this situation? Well we could say, | know that this
is just a piece of wood. | know that me having this in my house will offend my brother BUT | want to
show him how foolish he is to believe this piece of wood is a god.” And when we want others to look
foolish it is because we want to make ourselves look better!
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This may be a very simple example but | am sure you can think of the examples in your life. Are there
any things that you do just to show others how mature in understanding you are, are there places you go

to show that your faith is stronger that others, that you “can handle” situations they could not?
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So we can see that the correct knowledge in a situation can lead to pride if we are not careful.
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This does not mean knowledge is not important. We must try to get the correct understanding on every
issue in life. Paul is clear in this because he explains in 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 As concerning therefore
the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol [is] nothing in
the world, and that [there is] none other God but one. (5) For though there be that are called gods,
whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) (6) But to us [there is but] one
God, the Father, of whom [are] all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom [are] all
things, and we by him,
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We must add something to our knowledge. This is love. Consider 1 Corinthians 8:1-3 Now as
touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but
love edifieth. (2) And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought
to know. (3) But if any man love God, the same is known of him.
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Verse 2 is very clear. When we think we are very wise and have all the knowledge this shows that we
do not have the knowledge which really matters. We are like the Greeks Paul has already spoken about
in 1 Corinthians 1:25-27 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God
is stronger than men. (26) For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, [are called]: (27) But God hath chosen the foolish things of
the world to confound the wise.
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If we think we are wise we have been confounded by the wisdom of the world!
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Paul show that it is not what we know that is important but that God knows us v3.
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We did not find God he found us and called us into his family. If we understand this, we will always
be grateful for the knowledge we have and not become proud about it.
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The apostle John has this to say on the subject 1 John 4:7-11 Beloved, let us love one another: for love
is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. (8) He that loveth not,
knoweth not God; for God is love. (9) In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. (10) Herein is love,
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son [to be] the propitiation for our sins. (11)
Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.
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John says that it was not that we came to special knowledge about God and loved him that we are in the
faith. The real reason is that God knew us and loved us, so there is no reason at all to feel proud.
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Paul also says to Timothy, 2 Timothy 2:19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ
depart from iniquity.
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God knows who are his and we show that we are his by doing his will and departing from iniquity. Itis
what we do, not what we know that shows we are the servants of God!

AATHERAR RN, BATT R N B A B B AT F0F LA S IE R RAT AT i ANt e
IR FRVATL T AT 2R AN A

The greatest example of God’s love to us is the sacrifice of his son. If we are proud and puffed up in
wisdom we will feel it is alright to offend a brother “for whom Christ died”
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So we ask ourselves the question of whether we should do something (like have a statue of Bhudda in
our house) again with this understanding of God’s love to us.
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The apostle is very clear how we can answer this question. It has nothing to do with our level of
knowledge or feelings on the matter.
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All that matters is what others think. Paul makes the question very clear in 1 Corinthians 8:11 And
through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?
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In asking the question Paul makes us really think about our own motives. Would we ever want to do
anything that would make our brother or sister be offended, when we remember that Christ died for that
brother or sister.
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How would we answer Christ at the judgement when he asked us why we were not prepared to
sacrifice what we wanted to do to help our brother? What would we say when he showed us how
selfish we had been by doing something we wanted when we knew it would offend our sister?
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How does us doing something which is not wrong offend someone else who also believes the same as
us?
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Paul speaks more of this in Romans 14.
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Romans 14:5-7 One doth judge one day above another, and another doth judge every day alike ; let
each in his own mind be fully assured. (6) He who is regarding the day, to the Lord he doth regard it,
and he who is not regarding the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He who is eating, to the Lord he
doth eat, for he doth give thanks to God; and he who is not eating, to the Lord he doth not eat, and doth
give thanks to God. (7) For none of us to himself doth live, and none to himself doth die;
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Here Paul is talking about the same issue, meat offered to idols and also the keeping of a holy day like
the Sabbath. The point he makes is that whatever decisions we make about what we do, we make it
because it is what we think is the best way to serve God. If we have decided that we will not eat meat
offered to idols because it is the best way for us to serve God. If we then do eat the meat we have
broken the commitment we have made to God and this means we are offended.
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What is important for us to know is that both eating and not eating do not make us any different before
God. 1 Corinthians 8:8 But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better;
neither, if we eat not, are we the worse.
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It is whether we have made the decision to act in a way that will please him. If we force our brothers to
do things contrary to the way they have chosen to worship God, He will not be pleased.
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This also leads us to making judgments of others. Paul is clear that we cannot judge each other on
decisions we have made on how we live our lives. We are servants of the Lord and cannot judge
another servant. It is for him to judge. Romans 14:4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant?
to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand.
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Paul gives the warning here that if we are judging another, our judgment could well be the opposite of
God who is the ultimate judge and whose desire is that all will stand and be saved in the final day.
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Our responsibility is to judge ourselves on how we are living and how we are dealing with our brethren.
Romans 14:13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put
a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in [his] brother's way.
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The ultimate example of this is the Lord who we meet to remember this morning. He had all the
knowledge possible of the will of the Father. He was the Son of God and will judge all the earth. Yet
he served his brothers and sisters and made sure he did not offend any of the little ones of his Father.
He has showed us the perfect way to live. We should carefully make decisions in our own life about
how we should live our life to best serve God. Once we have made these decisions we must be very
careful not to judge others. The question is not “What can | do, or why can’t | do this”, The question
needs to be “If I do this will I offend my brother or sister?”” The answer to this question will clearly tell
us what we must do.
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Paul’s decision is very clear! 1 Corinthians 8:13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will
eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.
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Let us follow the example of Christ just like Paul did and live our lives for each other, doing all we can
to support one another and never causing offence.
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