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The overall question of the book of Job is most certainly “Why do the righteous suffer?”” Despite the
hardships we face, God always has a reason and ultimate purpose in the suffering of His people. The
reasons will vary from person to person and from situation to situation, but overall we know that “all
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His
purpose” (Romans 8:28). God is aiming at bringing us to be part of His wonderful purpose, to fill the
whole earth with His glory (Numbers 14:21) and that may mean pain and suffering now, but with the
goal of future glory. Paul says after being stoned at Lystra, “that we must through much tribulation enter
into the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). We can think of the fire used in the refining process of precious
metals such as gold and silver — without the fire, the metal stays rough and unlovely, yet if the fire is
applied, the impurities are removed and the gold shines with pure brilliance. It is just like this with our
hearts. The clean, pure heart is worth more than gold and God is looking for the “pure in heart” to be
part of His eternal purpose.
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Suffering plays another very important role in our lives. It teach us wisdom, and the ability to be
sympathetic and empathise with others, especially those who are going through the same trials as we
face. We can think of our Lord’s own life, he was tested in the same ways as we are, but he never sinned.
So the Apostle Paul writes of Jesus Christ, “For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is
able to succour them that are tempted” (Hebrews 2:18). Christ is able to understand our trials, he
experienced them all and more, and because of this he is able to “succour’ us — which means to bring aid
and help — so that we are able to come through the trials by his help and putting our strength in him.
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Another great lesson also comes out of the book of Job. We see from the way Job and his three friends
are educated by God that we must learn to trust God completely in every circumstance of life, even if we
are suffering greatly. This means having faith in His love, His mercy, and His justice, even though it
may look like the opposite is happening in our lives, or the lives of our loved ones. God is honoured if
we quietly and patiently put our trust in Him and endure the pain, knowing He is totally in control. It
helps to remember at all times that the circumstances which God brings into our lives are all shaping us



to be ready for His Kingdom, a time of blessed peace and rest for the children of God. And most
importantly, we need to accept without hesitation the ways of God, because He is God. He has created
all things and knows the reason behind everything. The Creation is a wonderful display of His unlimited
power and wisdom, everything is beautiful and intricate in design and structure. God does not have to
answer to us how and why He formed things like the crocodile, or other great beasts, it helps us to put
our own lives and problems in perspective when we think of the greatness of the creation and of God
Himself. So trust is the key to happiness, even when the darkest hour comes upon us. Job is a wonderful
lesson in this.
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As we have seen, Job was a just man, fearing God and hating evil. An adversary of Job complained to
God that he felt Job was only doing the right thing because he was blessed by God with riches and a
good social standing in the community. Satan challenged God by saying, “But put forth thine hand now,
and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face” (Job 1:11). So the book of Job unfolds with
the mounting sufferings brought on Job, even to the point of his wife suggesting he curse God and die
(2:9). But Job did not sin with his lips throughout all this (2:10).
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To make matters worse, his three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar came to ‘comfort’ Job, the end
product of which is the chapters we have read during our daily readings from chapter 4 to 31. Their main
complaint against Job was that they saw his sufferings as a direct punishment from God for something
Job must have done. They continued to ask him to confess this ‘sin’. Job, however, remained steadfast to
the fact that he had done nothing worthy of all this grief. So great was his denial, that he started to desire
to go to God’s courtroom to find out why he was unjustly suffering, as he saw it.
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When finally the three friends and Job exhausted all they could think to say on the matter, a younger
man Elihu speaks about the issues from chapters 32 to 37. Elihu was concerned that the righteousness of
God needed to be upheld, rather than Job’s righteousness. He also saw that the sufferings in our lives are
often intended by God not so much to prove a man, but to improve him. Elihu’s speech is a fascinating
one, and prepared Job for God’s final appearance. God took over the proceedings from chapter 38
onwards and puts all the issues clearly.
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God’s greatness, surpassing our imagination, and beyond all comprehension is brought into perspective
as He reveals to Job, and to us all, the magnitude of His wisdom, power and loving care in His creation
and amongst His people.
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God starts with a challenge, “Where wast thou when | laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou
hast understanding. Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line
upon it?” (Job 38:4-5). God has always been there, and will always remain. It is by His own design and
power that the world holds together, and the ecological system runs in the magnificent way it does. How
can we question therefore the actions He brings in our own lives. Once we realise God’s greatness and
wisdom it will give us the confidence to throw our lives totally in His care and guidance, accepting all
that happens as His will.

I URE AR 45 “FOL RHARIE R I, ARZEMEILIR ? AR A ae ], U S L IR Ihefs
WU, EMEE M R R . SRR R AR B2 7 (A0 38 ¢ 4-5) i EAEAE I Ho K a A
fEo TR BT A&, MR B4 el — 4, R RGA BELLE I A 75 iz
o FRATE A BENS 5t in) S AE AT A dr BLAE e ? — HIRATUGR B RS, (=
DA SNBSS, RG], %% —UIF S AR R 2 HRX AN 8

Job realises this and in chapter 40 verses 3 to 5 he answers the LORD, “Behold, | am vile; what shall |
answer thee? | will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, twice;
but I will proceed no further”.

ZHTNIRBIX — 58, 7 40: 3-5 HARMEZUE: “To R m) . AT ARERYe. HafHF4E
Mo Ut 7% HARZ . 367K, S .

God continues to educate Job in the lessons from the ‘Behemoth’ and ‘Leviathan’ — probably the
Hippopotamus and the Crocodile — in chapters 40 and 41. Both animals in the lessons from their natural
state, show us that God can humble pride. Both animals would not have been pleasant in Job’s eyes, and
he would move away from them if he were to cross their paths. God, also abhors Pride and Sin and
would have nothing to do with them. Behemoth represents pride “Lo now, his strength is in his loins,
and his force is in the navel of his belly. He moveth his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his stones are
wrapped together” (40:16-17). The lesson here is that God can humble pride. In chapter 41, Leviathan
represents sin, and try as we might, no one can control sin, only one man has been sinless and that is our



Lord Jesus Christ. “Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook?... Behold, the hope of him is in vain:
shall not one be cast down even at the sight of him?” (41:1-9).
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What we can see from these two great beasts, is that God is greater than them, and any other ‘“mountain’
or problem we may encounter in our lives. Does not this cause us to reverently fear our God, the Creator
of all and the One in whom we can place our every trust?
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Job’s final recorded words are a wonderful testimony to his ability to humble himself when he was
brought face to face with the reality of God. How does our own reaction compare to his? It is in our
wisdom to deeply meditate regularly on the goodness and greatness of God, so we can keep everything
in perspective and have greater faith and trust.

2940 B AR KA BT LUS B 12 A e B IR e . FeA] 8 SIAT A A2 1 AH b
SUERENE? B 2 28 A B R B A RN ZE %, XA A RE Fi T Em, M SR
A A5 FEAH

“Then Job answered the LORD, and said, | know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can
be withholden from thee. Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have | uttered that
I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. Hear, | beseech thee, and | will speak:
I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. | have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now
mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore | abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” (42:1-6).
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Have our “eyes seen God”? This doesn’t mean literally seeing God, but having a relationship with our
Heavenly Father to the point that we feel we can start to know and understand His ways and act as He
would act. Job came step by step to put away his own reasoning and thoughts and take on the refuge of
trust in God. It is important to note that he came to this realisation BEFORE he was blessed again by
God as we shall see later on in chapter 42. We should not just trust in God when everything is going
well — our deepest thoughts and allegiances are revealed in our times of suffering, and Job was brought
to the right frame of mind whilst still sitting in dust and ashes.
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Then the LORD turns to the three friends who had so openly condemned Job as a sinner and spoken
things which were wrong about God Himself: “For ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as
my servant Job has” (42:7). God’s instruction for their forgiveness was very humbling indeed. They
were required to ask Job, the very person they had been condemning, to sacrifice and pray for them!
James writes in his epistle “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16).
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Here we see what it means to be a ‘mediator’. The three friends were prayed for by Job, still whilst he
was suffering, and they were forgiven by God Almighty. What a beautiful type we see of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who gave his life in an agonising way on the cross, so we could have forgiveness of sins. He saw
through the pain and tears, to generations of people who could be brought to glory because of his
obedience to the death of the cross, a beautiful act of love on our behalf.
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As soon as Job prayed for his friends, God turned his suffering into joy. His health was restored along
with all the goods he lost, and he was granted the blessing of a further ten children (42:10-13)!
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When God brought Job to the comfort and peace of unguestioning love and trust, He thereby solved all
Job’s problems, even BEFORE he removed Job’s afflictions. Job first acknowledged God’s greatness,
which answered all his previous questions and complaints, and worshipped God. God then removed all
his sufferings and made him a greater man than he was before!
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Let us then meditate deeply on the majesty, greatness, goodness and love our Almighty Heavenly Father
and of the incredible sacrifice of His Son, our Lord and Master Jesus Christ. As we do this, we will find
our own lives brought into perspective. We will find the problems which loomed so large and brought us
so much pain, being brought into perspective by the knowledge that God is working in our lives and
characters to bring us to the time of eternal glory and happiness.
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“Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the
end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy” (James 5:11).

COMSEHT AN N, FATRRAATE AR, AR W A B A, R ANTE E i as R, B
FRWHAR, KAWL JESH 51D .

Exhortation Summary /N 45:

e Why do the righteous suffer?
- To purify us and make us ready for the Kingdom
- To teach us how to help others
- Learn to trust God completely
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. Summary of the problems Job faced
- The adversary’s complaint to God
- The sufferings of Job that followed
o RER LA R A )
- HREEE P AR
- &R RAME A D R

= The three friends’ speeches against Job
- They saw his sufferings as a punishment for sin
- Job says he has done nothing worthy of this suffering
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e Elihu’s speech

- Insists that the righteousness of God must be upheld

- Shows that God intends sufferings to improve us, not prove us
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e God’s intervention in declaring His supreme greatness
- God speaks and, in showing His greatness, He encourages Job and ourselves to put our own lives
into perspective



- Why then can we question God?
- Trust in God because He does everything in wisdom and for our good
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. Lesson from Behemoth and Leviathan
- God can humble pride
- God hates sin
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o Job’s humble response and the lessons for us
- Don’t rely on our own reasoning, but see how great God is and accept His will
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e  Job prays for his friends, a type of Christ
- Three friends were forgiven only when Job prayed for them
- Christ’s death opened for us the way to have our sins forgiven
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e  God restores Job’s health and situation
- Only once he has prayed for his friends God gives Job all the goods he has before and a further 10
children
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. Lesson to meditate on the greatness of God for correct perspective on life
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