Exhortation for 11/7/04 — Reading Matthew 12 — Bro Garnet Alchin 2004
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus our Lord. ZEHRfifkILE B 522 (1)
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What a privilege and a joy it is to come together to remember the great
work of our God in the sacrifice and resurrection of His Son! In this
exercise we are caused to reflect on the wondrous love of our God in giving
His Son as a basis for the forgiveness of our sins that the way might be
opened for us, in God s forbearance, to life everlasting. This
all-surpassing hope carries with it personal responsibility. It is the
responsibility to make ourselves available to the wisdom from above, to
allow God to work in us to mould and to shape us after His own glorious
character. This is a developmental process flowing from the imbibing of
the Scriptures, which are the Spirit Word of life. Jesus said in John 6:
63: “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life”.
So it is a good thing to turn our minds to the Word of life to be encouraged
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Our New Testament readings today bring us into the 12th chapter of
Matthew s gospel. A RIZEVIRIMFPHL o EFATH 2 T HORHRE A 12 3.

Of the four gospel records, Matthew makes a particular feature of the fact
that the ministry of Christ fulfilled 0ld Testament prophecies. There is
an example of this in our reading today. Notice verse 17: “That it might
be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet”, and he quotes Isaiah
42:1-3. "Behold my servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved in whom my soul
iswell pleased”... FEVUACHE & 15 ELIT, b KA Joll b gt 5 B S B TH 249 905 1)
TR TR E R . S RBAT L HE Mo 7o TEEEH 1715 "X 2%
NI SE A AR 1, AR g I T DABRE S 42 1-3: “HME! AP, Ik
FrdkdE, Frékik, O BFTEN. .7

Matthew wants his readers to be thoroughly convinced that Jesus was
exactly who he claimed to be, that is Messiah, the one fulfilling the 01d
Testament message in every remarkable little detail. It is generally
considered that Matthew was specifically written for Jewish believers to



reinforce their confidence in Jesus as their Messiah indeed. L5 KAH1E
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Matthew 12 can be subdivided into the following sections: Kty 12
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V1-8 The Pharisees are refuted for charging the disciples with a breech
of the Sabbath law when they plucked ears of corn 1-8 3: VEFIFEAH %
BH AL SR T T A 2B N8 3 752 )%

V9-14 The Pharisees are refuted for opposing Jesus’ healing on the Sabbath
9-14 15: VEFIFEN RO HRGRTE 22 )5 H 16995 8 2 5% 5

V15-21 Jesus moves on to avert trouble 15-21 “5: HERLE ST HEBE T FRAT

V22-23 Jesus heals a demoniac, blind and dumb 22-23 77: HRki& &7 Yd B
HIV, SCHE SR

V24-37 The Pharisees are refuted for their blasphemous charge that Jesus
worked through Beelzebub 24-37 ¥: yEFFE NN A BRGR & 545 A 00 B VK
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V38-45 The Pharisees are refuted for seeking a sign of Jesus 38-45 J:
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V46-50 Jesus teaches lessons from the coming of his mother and brethren.
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From this chapter breakup it will be seen that the Lord was engaged in
an ongoing conflict with the religious leaders of his day. Matthew, as
is his style, here brings together a series of incidents which focus on
the Pharisees. He is demonstrating that the message of Jesus was clearly
at odds with the teaching and beliefs of the Pharisees. This provides us
with the lesson that it is possible to have great religious zeal and yet
to be totally astray from what God wants in His children. Jesus came

proclaiming and demonstrating an altogether different perspective from
that of the accepted teachers of his times. Jesus taught that men should
humble themselves to show mercy, a characteristic of God s character,
rather than arrogantly demand that men keep strictly to humanly defined
regulations as to what they had determined the law of God meant. MIX
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The Pharisees claimed in verses 1 and 2 that Jesus' disciples were
effectively reaping and winnowing when they plucked the ears of corn on
the Sabbath day. It was their view that they were working and therefore
in breech of the Sabbath law. What the Pharisees were really attempting
to do was to destroy Jesus’ credibility among his followers. They were
claiming that if he did not uphold the Sabbath then he was not a teacher
of God and therefore not to be heeded or followed. VEFFEALES 1, 2
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Jesus refuted the Pharisees’ view by first drawing their attention to the
example of David. In 1Samuel 21:1-6, he and his men, desperate to escape
the pursuit of King Saul, ate of the shewbread which, under the law, was
to be eaten only by the priests. Yet, the Lord’ s point was that the
Scripture did not condemn David. Then in verse 5 he further drew their
attention to the example of the priests who in the activity of offering
sacrifices on the Sabbath were not condemned as working, and were not
therefore in breech of the Sabbath. HE#K & SCHBA TR = ) E) K 141
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In verse 7 Jesus endeavoured to further enlighten the Pharisees by quoting
Hosea 6:6: “I will have mercy and not sacrifice”. He was indicating to
the Pharisees that God desired His children to develop the divine
character within themselves rather than the mere ritual service of
offering sacrifices. God wants in us the transformation of the inner man
rather than some external religious observance. So in the New Testament
we find that Sabbath keeping, along with the keeping of other days in some
religious or holy manner, is clearly no longer a requirement. The Apostle
Paul in Galatians 4:10-11 shows that we are not required to keep holy days
when he says: ”“Ye observe days and months and times and years. I am afraid
of you lest I have bestowed on you labour in vain”. And in Colossians
2:16-17: “Let no man judge you (that is condemn you because you don’ t
uphold the teaching of the law of Moses) in meat and in drink and in respect
of an holy day or of the new moon or of the Sabbath days: which are a shadow

of things to come; but the body is of Christ.” HRfRZEZE-LHW HE 4
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Today the Christian world has introduced its own special days as part of
the Christian calendar. These often incorporate pagan traditions. We do
well to note that there is no scriptural basis for these celebrations.
The New Testament does not teach that Christ’s followers should involve
themselves in upholding church traditions. IRAE, B2t SR M 1
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The next incident Matthew records involved the healing of the man with
a withered hand in verses 9-13. Here again was an opportunity for the
Pharisees to attempt to discredit the Lord for not upholding their
understanding of the Sabbath law. It would seem that the man had been
planted in the synagogue as a test case, for it was the Pharisees who opened
the dialogue by asking if it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath ”“that they
might accuse him”. Jesus sought to lead them to the conclusion that it
was lawful to do well on the Sabbath by noting that they would all rescue
their sheep if it had fallen into a pit even though it was the Sabbath
day. Then the Lord proceeded to ask the man with the withered hand to
stretch it out. Amazingly it was healed. But none could accuse Jesus of
work. All he had done was speak. This, it seems, infuriated the Pharisees
and they immediately held a council to kill Jesus. It seems, in their
strange view of things, that it was fine to plot death on the Sabbath day!
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In this incident we are shown that there was no spirit of love for one’ s
fellow, no sympathy for another’ s suffering and certainly no joy that a



man had been miraculously healed with these strict law keepers. Here is
a lesson for us all. It is possible to lose the very spirit and love of
Christ towards one another in one’ s zeal to uphold some imagined principle.
Surely the Lord must be our great example. X{FZ | A1, IXLE™5y
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In verses 15-21 we see that Jesus moved away from the area of these troubled
and troublesome Pharisees. It was about midway through his ministry and
he had much to do as yet. So in retreating from further confrontation the
Lord, Matthew says, came to fulfil the words of Isaiah 42:1-3: 'He shall
not strive nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice in the streets.
A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench,
till he send forth judgement unto victory. And in his name shall the
Gentiles trust”. We see here the gentleness of our Lord wonderfully
depicted. He wanted men to reflect upon what he had said and what he had
done. There was no point in entering into further debate. Doubtless there
is an example here for us to follow should we become engaged in some
scriptural disputation. It is possible to go on and on to the point of
becoming so heatedly personal that we make it impossible for our opponent
to ever come round to our view. The Lord s example was to put his case
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In the next incident in this chapter, the Lord healed a man who was blind
and dumb. The record says that he was possessed of a devil (v22). This
was the terminology of the first century. When someone had some physical
abnormality, while not otherwise ill, it was said that he had a devil.
Jesus healed this unfortunate man of his infirmity and the common people
were amazed and rightly came to the conclusion that Jesus was the long
awaited Messiah (v23). This raised the anger of the Pharisees who

slandered Jesus’ work by suggesting that it was the work of Beelzebub,
the prince of devils. The Lord quickly showed the weakness of this claim.
Beelzebub would not possibly be divided against himself. That would soon



mean oblivion for him. It was a ridiculous suggestion. However the Lord
went on to warn them that their scurrilous claim was indeed blasphemy.
For them to say that what they had witnessed was the work of Beelzebub
was nothing but a blatant fabricated lie which totally denied what they
had witnessed and sought to discredit the power of God in Christ. Such
a sin the Lord said ”shall not be forgiven unto men” (see verse 31). 1X
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The Pharisees had demonstrated in their conceited arrogance that they were
in fact the seed of the serpent prophesied in Genesis 3:15 (v34). They
would bruise the Lord’ s heel but they would in turn be bruised in the head.
Jesus spelled out to them that ultimately they would answer for what they
had said in the day of judgement (v36). VEF|FEAN & n)tH AR T 4bAT 1)
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From this incident we learn that we need to show great care about our speech.
What we say, even in jest, may need to be accounted for in the day of
judgement. While today we cannot blaspheme against the Holy Spirit because
we do not have overt miracles as here, nonetheless, there are important
lessons here warning us about the misuse of our tongue. MIiX—ZFffH &
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We live in a world of very loose morality where flippant comments are the
order of the day. Let this incident teach us that there is a day of
reckoning coming. What we allow ourselves to say, Jesus taught, actually
reflects the inner realities of the heart. Jesus said in verse 33: “the
tree is known by his fruit”, and in verse 34: “out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh”. May our tongue reflect only our
wholehearted love for our God! FATAEIVELEXANAA T iE MK L, £F
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In verse 38 the Pharisees asked for a sign. They had witnessed more than
a year of the Lord’ s miracles by this time. They had often heard and felt
his astonishing conclusions from Scripture. But, as in Jesus temptation,
they put demands upon him to prove himself. This he would not do. He
responded however, by telling them that they would receive a sign but not
one he would perform. It would involve him and provide a divine endorsement
of his work. God would raise him from the dead as in the model of Jonah,
after three days. Sadly, noted the Lord, the Jews would not be as
responsive as the people of Nineveh: “They repented at the teaching of
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Let us not be like the Lord’ s generation who made an initial response to
the preaching of John the Baptist but who failed to continue to grow to
follow Christ. Ultimately they not only reverted, but they became worse
than their prior state by their opposition, resulting in Jesus’ death.
He warned in the parable of verses 43-45, that this would be the state
of things with Israel: “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man he
walketh through dry places seeking rest and findeth none. Then he saith,
I will return unto my house from whence I came out; and when he is come,
he findeth it empty, swept and garnished. Then goeth he and taketh with
himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in
and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first.
Even so shall it be also unto this generation.” ibFRATIANELAG N} jita P 26
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The lesson here for us is to continue to develop in our understanding of
the Word of God. It is the work of a lifetime. There is always something
more to understand, some further section of Scripture to fathom. Coming
to the Truth is not just about clearing our minds and our lives of our
old ways; it is about replacing these with the divine mind and character



through the imbibing of the spirit word of our God. F&AITHTEL2%3 KT
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In the final section of Matthew 12 we have the incident where the Lord’ s
mother and his brethren came to him but were unable to speak with him
because of the crowd. When the message of their presence was conveyed to
Jesus he said: “For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in
heaven, the same is my brother and sister and mother.” (v50). 7L K4H
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In so saying he totally disregarded the blood relationship he had with
them. Psalm 69:8 had long prophesied that Jesus would be “an alien unto
his mother’ s children”. Those who today desire to be worshippers of Mary
would do well to note this incident. Never does Jesus suggest that Mary
should in any way be exalted. Neither for that matter did he deny that
he had other siblings as some today deny. He knew also full well that his
mother and his brethren gained no eternal benefit through their blood
relationship with him. They stood before God as all mankind, with the need
to serve Him faithfully if they would be saved. We note here too, that
Jesus did not allow even family ties to limit his work for Almighty God.
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So as we come today to remember him in the partaking of bread and wine,
let us be reminded that we are seeking to be followers of him. The gospel
accounts combine to reveal him to us. They reveal a man whose life was
lovingly dedicated in the service of his Father, a man who sought the
enlightenment and welfare of others, who opposed religious tradition, who
would not permit anything to turn him from his work. As disciples in these
last days let us learn the lessons of his example and let us follow him.
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Discussion Questions [v) @it

1. Jesus was the master teacher. What lessons can we learn from his
teaching methods in this chapter? HRHREZN . FAlTn] LA AN 50 HLAih 2
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2. Discuss why blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven unto men

(v31-32). i— N M aX TREM R E AR (B RMEE 12: 31-32)

3. Discuss the lessons for us in Jesus parable in verses 43-45. i1ig
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