Exhortation for 27/6/04 — Reading Isaiah 53 — Bro David
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There are very few passages in the Bible that deal so directly with the
reason why we have gathered together than the portion of our readings for
today and tomorrow from Isaiah. We have come to remember our Lord, and
in particular his sacrifice whereby our sins have been forgiven and we
are reconciled to God through him. The section that commences in Isaiah
52:13 with the words “Behold my servant” and follows through into chapter
53 specifically deals with the way our Lord laid down his life that we
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We have no doubt that this prophecy is speaking of Jesus for we are told
this several times in the New Testament. The first we will consider is
when Philip met up with the Ethiopian Eunuch reading his Bible as we read
in Acts 8:27-35. The place from which the Ethiopian was reading was Isaiah
53:7-8. After reading the words, “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter;
and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: In
his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his
generation? for his life is taken from the earth”, he said to Philip,
”0f whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?”
We are told: “Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus”. This prophecy speaks
specifically of Jesus and the way he laid down his life for us. ZJHIJit
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The second is in 1 Peter 2:21-25. Peter directs us to Isaiah 53 as he urges
us to follow the example of Christ. He wrote: “Christ also suffered for
us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps”. We know
that we should all be followers of the example that Christ has left us.
We should be prepared to extend ourselves for the benefit of others after
Christ’ s example. To impress this point Peter then gives five quotations
from Isaiah 53 for us to consider: 5 - ANFRATE R R 77 EA ST
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22 "Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: (Isaiah 53:9)

I EAR, PHEBEATIETE (LIFRIEAS 53: 9)

23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he
threatened not; (Isaiah 53:7) but committed himself to him that judgeth
righteously: Mg B AN ZHAVURITHEE, (LR 53: 70 HKH
CATFEAR 3% A SUFH AN

24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body (Isaiah 53:4 & 12) on
the tree, thatwe, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness:
by whose stripes ye were healed. (Isaiah 53:5) fthgfdEfEAk b, &
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25 For ye were as sheep going astray; (Isaiah 53:6) but are now returned
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From these two quotations the point is clearly made that when Yahweh opens
this prophecy with the words “Behold my Servant” the servant He is speaking
of is our Lord Jesus Christ. These are not the only two places where the
prophecy is quoted but they clearly show that as we look at the prophecy
we must look for its fulfilment in the work of Jesus Christ. MIXP4
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Let us look at just some of the points in the prophecy. itIANIEHEET=
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The prophecy opens in Isaiah 52:13 with a call for us to “look and behold”
the servant whom Yahweh has provided. He wants us to seriously consider
him. That in fact is why we have come together now — we have come to remember
him and all that he has done for us. We are told that this servant will
act very wisely or prudently as he does the will of his Father. Because
of his perfect obedience to God, “he shall be exalted and extolled, and
be very high” (v13). Paul refers to this passage in Philippians 2:8-9 where
he shows how Jesus was the servant of God, saying, “He humbled himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore
God also hath highly exalted him, (Isaiah 52:13) and given him a name
which is above every name:” Here is an example that our Lord has left us
to follow — to humbly obey what God and Jesus have asked. If we do this



we too will be elevated to a position in the Kingdom with him when he
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The shocking suffering Christ would go through at the hands of wicked men
as he faithfully fulfilled the will of His Father is stated in verse 14:
"Many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man,
and his form more than the sons of men”. People would be “astonished” to
see his agony. His “appearance” was brutally “marred” through the
scourging and beatings that he suffered prior to his crucifixion. Matthew
tells of this when he said, “When he (Pilate) had scourged Jesus, he
delivered him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus
into the common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers:
And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. And when they had
platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his
right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying,
Hail, King of the Jews! And they spit upon him, and took the reed,
and smote him on the head. And after that they had mocked him, they took
the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him away
to crucify him” (Matthew 27:26-31). As we read these terrible things that
happened to our Lord we see that God had foretold that this was what some
would do to His servant whom He had sent to save people’s lives. Let us
seriously think about what happened to him as he patiently obeyed his
Father and appreciate all he has done for us. HIIAEM N TIEBEL5 T
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In Isaiah 53:1-2 the question is asked by the prophet, “Who hath believed
our report?” The fact is, not many do believe, but we thank God that
through His grace we have come to hear and believe that this servant here
is our Lord Jesus Christ, sent by God to save us from sin and death. When
Paul quoted these words he had been walking throughout the areas of the
Roman Empire preaching the Gospel - but many would not listen. So in

quoting Isaiah he said, “How shall they preach, except they be sent?
as it iswritten, Howbeautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! (Isaiah 52:7) But they
have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, whohathbelieved
our report? (Isaiah 53:1) So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God.” (Romans 10:14-17). LAZEW P 53: 1-2 = HIRHE T
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The fact that many did not believe fulfils what Isaiah next said: “He shall
grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground:
he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no
beauty that we should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:2-3). The majority
in Israel rejected Jesus. He was indeed “a tender plant” growing up in
the very dry and unfruitful ground of Israel all around him. They did not
appreciate that he had come to deliver them from bondage to sin and death
and open to them a new and wonderful way of service to God. As we read
these words we should be moved with the accuracy of this prophecy

foretelling that Christ would be rejected by most. However, let us try
to imagine how our Lord would feel as he read these words, knowing that
he would be treated shamefully, despised, and rejected by most. Even
his brothers rejected him (John 7:5). What an added burden this was for
him to bear. Yet Peter says he has left us an example that we should follow
in his steps. Are we prepared to do this? ZE ARG IS S T LA
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Let us just list the burdens that he bore for us. Let us read these things
slowly and try to grasp what he did for us. ibFRATIF) H AR A AT 32 1 11
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“Surely he hath fthi{#R * borne our griefs, FHYHTAIHIMLE * and carried
our sorrows: 1 MIATHIE T * he was wounded for our transgressions, A
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As we look at this list we may respectfully ask, “Is there anything he
has not done for us”? MFATEXN LA REHAHLIA] . “HHH At AT
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Why did he do this? Why did he take our burdens upon himself? The answer
is given in verse 6: ”“Yahweh hath laid on him the iniquity of us all”.
The expression here indicates that ”“Yahweh has made the iniquity of us
all to meet in him”. He was a man tempted like we are yet without sinning
(Hebrews 4:15). What Christ has done in totally overcoming sin is to show
us the way that God wants us to live. By baptism into him we can share
the victory he has gained. That is why in the prophecy we see the close
connection between our problems and his bearing of them in himself. 4
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The prophet said in verse 6: “All we like sheep have gone astray:; we have
turned every one to his own way”. Each one of us knows how true that is.
Even this week there have been times when we again did what we wanted and
not the will of the Father. But in contrast to ourselves as wilful sheep,
turning “every one to his own way” there is the Lamb of God who came to
do his Father’s will: “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as
a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth” (v7).
Here is “the Lamb of God which beareth away the sins of the world” (John
1:29). How thankful we are that God provided such a one as His Son. We
have come here this morning to remember all that he has done for us and
certainly this prophecy in Isaiah helps us do that. “He was cut off out
of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he



stricken” (v8). Here we have the direct reason why our Lord suffered -
it was because of the transgressions people had committed. ¥ PAFEIV
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His death is summarised this way. {B[FJZES 45U N : % he made “his soul (life)
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In these three statements we are being told that Christ would give “his
life” for those whom he came to save. Matthew records the words of Jesus
like this: “The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to give
his life a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). Paul, thinking upon the
sacrifice of Jesus, said: “Who loved me, and gave himself for me”
(Galatians 2:20). As we partake of this wine we recall the words of our
Lord: “This is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for many for
the remission of sins” (Matthew 26:28). IX¥EHsSYRIRATIHEES A S LL il B 15
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However it was not only the laying down of his life whereby Jesus delivered
us from our sins. It was first essential that he live a life of perfect
obedience to the Father. This was also foretold in Isaiah 53:11. We see
that Yahweh calls him “my righteous servant”. Jesus always upheld the
righteousness of God and it was because of this that God raised him from
the grave. Peter speaks of this righteousness of Jesus saying: “For Christ
also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the
Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18). It is through his personal righteousness that he
is now able to “justify many, for he shall bear their iniquities” (v11).
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How thankful we are that God has provided His “righteous servant”. Paul
expresses the point like this, ”By one man’ s disobedience many were made
sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.... That
as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 5:19-21).
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As we now share this bread and wine let us remember the wonder of God’ s
love in providing His servant who obeyed his Father’ s will at all times.
That “will” included the agonizing death that he suffered in the
condemnation of sin and the opening of the way of life for himself and
all of us. As we take this bread and wine let us do what God has asked
us to do - “Behold my servant! ” SIRATHFUIEI, EIRATICAE M Z AT
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