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Good Morning dear brothers and sisters. >E% Mo WLt H _EUf.

This morning we are to consider the first of our daily readings. We have
now finished reading the book of Judges and are in the book of Ruth. It
is from Ruth that I hope to draw our exhortation today. &K b 1H4
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In our exhortation today we will consider the faith of this wonderful woman
Ruth. This is unusual in the Bible. Most of the time we are looking at
male characters and learning lessons from their life, today we have an
exhortation that will be particularly relevant to the sisters! A~ KW)
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To understand the power of this beautiful woman’ s character we need to
understand a little about the background of the book. We are told in
chapter 1vl that the story takes place in the days when the judges ruled.
The final verse of the Judges gives us a summary of the times of the judges.
In Judges 21v25 it says that “in those days there was no king in Israel,
every man did that which was right in his own eyes”. We know from our
readings of the last few days what horrific things the men of Israel did
"because it was right in their own eyes”. This phrase is also repeated
17v6 and 18v1 where the story is told about a man who left Bethlehem Judah
and went to establish false worship in the tribe of Dan. It also occurs
in 19v1 where we read of a concubine from Bethlehem Judah who left her
husband and became a prostitute back in Bethlehem. UISFRATE T i3S UT
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So the background of the book of Ruth is a horrible picture of a nation
that has forgotten their God, and Bethlehem is a town that is typical of
the state of the nation. JFTLABEAFICIIE SO&LAEASI A IE TR PREEE 1) 5t
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The story begins with a husband and wife leaving Bethlehem and travelling
to Moab to seek an easier life. In Moab the husband dies and the two boys
marry wives from Moab. God’ s hand falls then upon the boys and they also
die. So Naomi is left with only her two daughter—-in—laws in a strange and
Godless land. Our purpose this morning is to learn from the developing
faith of Ruth and so we will not go into detail on the other characters
in the story. This is a good thing to do in your own time if you wish.
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The first time we really see the character of Ruth in the record is in
1vl4. Naomi has decided to move back to the land of Israel and the 2
daughters in law have chosen to follow her. Naomi tries to discourage them
telling them there is no hope for them to be part of her family if they
return. We may think this is unusual. Why wouldn’ t Naomi encourage as many
as possible to go from Godless Moab to join God s people? FAEZE—IXKAE
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The answer is simple. It is like the way we preach to others. We invite
all people to come to the truth, but we do not baptise all the people we
invite, do we? First the people we invite need to come to a very clear
understanding of the Bible, of the Gospel and of the responsibilities
which a servant of Christ has. Once this is understood we are delighted
for them to be baptised and join our ecclesia. &M . WG IA ML
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This is what Naomi is doing here. She is making it clear that there is
no fleshly reason for the girls to return to Israel. They will not be rich,
they will not have husbands and their life would be difficult. She made
the decision clear. They had to choose between the easy, comfortable life
they were used to in Moab with all their Moabite friends and family, or
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a life of poverty living dedicated to the ways of the God of Israel. &
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This is the same choice that we have all made. We have chosen to leave
the easy life in the world with whatever wealth was there. We have chosen
to leave behind our friends and our family and dedicate our lives to
serving the God of Israel. This does not mean we do not still see our
friends and love our family, but we now have a more important person in
our lives, the Lord Jesus Christ. A JESCEM T —H LR AL S
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When Naomi set this choice out clearly, Orpah decided to go back to her
land but Ruth was very different. She thought carefully about the choice
and even when her sister in law left she stayed with Naomi. 4&F K%
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What does this teach us about Ruth? It shows that she was a woman who had
a very strong belief in the God of Israel. She had no reason to believe
she would ever marry again. She had no reason to ever believe she would
become rich in Israel. Even so she wanted to be part of the people of the
God of Israel. And to want this she must have understood who He was. iX
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Naomi must have talked to Ruth about God. These discussions would have
been about all the greatness of God and the way he had chosen Israel to
be His special people. They also would have spoken about God s attitude
to the Moabites. How that in Numbers 25 they had caused Israel to sin and
were cursed. She would have believed however that the God of Israel as
revealed in Ex 34v6—-7 was merciful and gracious. She believed that he was
able to save even a Moabite! 4SREMK—w EMEL KRBT M, XL
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She had faith very similar to Abraham the father of Israel who left his
home and family to join to the God of Israel. In Hebrews 11v15-16 we find
a quote which although written about Abraham, Isaac and Jacob applies
perfectly to Ruth. She like Abraham ”if she had been thinking of the
country from whence they came out as her reward, they might have had
opportunity to have returned. But she with them now desires a better
country, better that Moab or Ur. They together in faith are looking for
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Her quiet and yet determined words to Naomi are a lesson to us all and
especially our sisters. In Ruth 1v16-18 we read her beautiful speech of
faith. She is gentle with her mother in law and not at all presumptuous,
but is very clear she wants to forsake all her old life and friends and
be joined to the people of Naomi. More importantly she is definite she
wants to be joined to the God of Naomi. Just because sisters are asked
to be in subjection in the ecclesia does not mean they cannot be very firm
in their own belief. It is the way they express their belief which
identifies them as a woman like Ruth. {1545 S MK Z2EMTA YO M TE X F
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Her true depth of understanding of the gospel is seen in the last comment
in verse 17. She says “may the Lord do so to me and more also if even death
parts me from you” Ruth believed that even death would not be able to
separate her from Naomi. This means she must have had a clear understanding
of the resurrection. We can take great comfort in the fact that even death
will not separate us from our brethren and sisters because in the

resurrection we will see them all again. What a wonderful day it will be
when Ruth comes out of the grave to see that her faith has been rewarded
and she can spend eternity with Naomi! &35 T48 & MIERZ T 2AESH—
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As we continue on in the 1ife of Ruth we are taught another of her wonderful
characteristics. She was a worker for others and she cared lovingly for
those in need. In chapter 2v2 we find that she is asking her mother in
law to allow her to go and work hard to provide food for her. She was
prepared to humble herself and diligently glean from the fields of others
for her family. Gleaning was allowed for the very poorest of the people.
Ruth was not too proud to work for others. This is a very good lesson for



us. We must never be too proud to help someone else, even if it requires
us doing something which is not easy. If there is need for a meal in the
ecclesia we must never be too proud to help. If there is a brother who
needs help cleaning his home, never let us be too proud to help him. 34
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We find that in God’ s care he made sure that Ruth was gleaning in the field
of Boaz. This was the man who was to become her redeemer and husband. In
the record Boaz is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. So Ruth the Gentile
was working for her mother in the field of her saviour. _L#rE T k75,
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We notice the example of her very diligent work. We read in 2v7 that she
worked all morning in the field and then in v14-15 she stopped for a short
lunch break and then returned to labour until the evening v17. And then
after the day’ s hard work gleaning she beat out the grain to take home
to Naomi v17. FATNERR) T8 TARRIBRE. 695 2: 7, 2: 14, 15, 17
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There is a lesson in this hard work and its results for us. When we work
for others it is no good if we can only do it for a short period of time
and then we forget about their troubles. We must always work, and keep
on working to help others, either through preaching the gospel, studying
the Bible or helping in a practical way. It is also interesting to note
that her real success came in the afternoon. It was in the afternoon that
she was allowed to glean in the sheaves and handfuls of grain were

specially left for her 2v15-16. If we begin working for God and when it
gets hard and the sun starts to get hot we give up we will rarely get a
result. It is by really continuing to work that God will bless us. We must
remember that our labour, if it is for the Lord is never in vain. (1 Cor
15v58). It is how we have worked in the Lord’ s service for others that
is the criteria we will be judged by at the Lord’s return. The Lord in
Matthew 25v31-46 makes this lesson clear. He says how we treat those in
need is how we will be treated at the judgement for if we serve our brethren
it is the same as serving Jesus himself! {EIX 1 TAEFIE 45 H AT
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The final aspect of Ruth’s faith we wish to consider this morning is the
faith shown in waiting for Boaz to redeem and marry her. As the story
continued and the harvest had been completed Naomi advised Ruth to go and
rely on the mercy of Boaz to redeem her. =T {50055 N7
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Ruth had laboured diligently in the field of Boaz and now she came to rely
on him to take care of her and protect her as her husband. The beautiful
spirit of meekness is seen again in Ruth’s approach to Boaz in chapter
3v7. She did not demand that he look after her. She came quietly and lay
at his feet to show she was prepared to be his servant and minister unto
him. Just as she had worked for Naomi gleaning the wheat she now wanted
to minister to Boaz as his wife. Boaz here is a type of the Lord Jesus
Christ. We all come to stand at his feet, to be his servants, and to seek
the covering of our sins by his life. B&f5 CZ0FB 0 AR B BT 377 I B T AF
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Boaz was delighted to find Ruth at his feet and we see from verse 10-11
that he was in love with her for her beautiful characteristics. He did
not care that she was a Gentile, he knew she was a true servant of the
God of Israel. And it is the same for us, we are Gentiles and yet Christ
has been happy to bring us in to the hope of Israel and save us from death.
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Even though these two loved each other and desired to be married there
was an obstacle. One man was a nearer kinsman to Ruth than Boaz and could



decide to marry her to get the land she possessed. Boaz was a just man
and insisted that he first approach the nearer kinsman before taking Ruth
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Can we imagine how Ruth felt after she went home to Naomi and was told
to ”Sit still’ in verse 18. She was in love with a wonderful man who was
in love with her and desired to marry her, but she had to wait to hear
if she could! Could we have sat still? Would we have wanted to try and
work out a way to make sure the marriage could proceed? Would we curse
the law that made it possible that she may have to marry someone she did
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Ruth does none of this. There is only one thing she could do— pray. What
is our reaction to events out of our control? Do we have the faith to leave
the result in God’ s hands and trust he will do what is best? Naomi’ s
comforting words in verse 18 are an exhortation for us this morning. “Sit
still my daughter, until you learn how the matter turns out, for the man
will not rest, but will settle the matter today”. ¥ A XA, HAf
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We meet this morning to remember our Lord, our bridegroom who is absent
from us. Are we prepared to sit still, because we know that he will not
rest until we are saved? We can be so confident that just as Ruth was
rewarded for her quiet faith, so we will be rewarded if we can both hope
and quietly wait on the Lord. Ruth’s reward was so much more than just
becoming part of Israel, she became great grandmother of King David and
directly in the lineage of the Lord Jesus Christ. What a privilege this
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The book of Ruth brings us to learn of the wonderful character of this
beautiful sister. We are inspired by her faith in leaving her home to go
and serve the God of Israel even if it meant poverty because she believed
in the reward of resurrection and eternal life. We are shown how we must



work always, all day and into the night to help our brethren and sisters.
Ruth also gives us the example to wait on the Lord believing with all our
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So as we take the emblems this morning we should think of the fact that
God will save us if we show the faith and character of Ruth. FTLLIRA]
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