EXHORTATION 6/6/04 — Reading James 1 — Bro Des Manser
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We are about to commence reading through the Epistle of James again. James
deals with many practical issues of our walk in Christ which we do well
to consider as we now come to remember our Lord in the appointed way. I
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We learn in Mark 6:3 that James was one of Jesus’ half-brothers and was
therefore among “his brethren who did not believe in him” (John 7:5).

However after Jesus’ resurrection he appeared to James at some time after
he had appeared to the apostles [1 Cor 15:7]. This no doubt had a striking
effect upon James who was converted to become one of the most influential
leaders of the early ecclesia in Jerusalem. In fact he appears to be the
leading brother in that ecclesia and is called by Paul a “pillar” in Gal
2:9 and he presided over the conference of all the apostles in Jerusalem
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The Jerusalem brethren and sisters suffered great persecution and
hardship in those early days and James provided strong leadership and
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early years after the ascension of the Lord to heaven and during these
days of persecution and trial. Evidence of this fact is found in the use
of the word ”synagogue” instead of ecclesia in James 2:2, and the heavy
emphasis on the Law of Moses with no mention of Gentile or non—Jewish
disciples. There is a strong Jewish emphasis here. #E#EMN], (&
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The epistle deals therefore with the sovereign and universal principles,
which transcend race and nationality. X3t 15 UHR] T RER, HAM N,
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comes through faith, not law, and “Faith without works is dead” (James



2:26). This means that our way of life must reflect what we believe. 2
A disciple must be a “doer of the word, not a hearer only” (James1:22). This
teaching is taken directly from the Lord s own words in Matt 7:24 where
he said that the one who hears his word and does it is like “a man who
builds his house on arock”. Hewill stand against all the trials and forces
which come against him. 3 We are to “love our neighbour as ourself” and
not to be a “respecter of persons” (James 2:8; 2:1). AFHEH A A
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In the first chapter the problem of trials and suffering is dealt with.
James says that trials develop patience and like the apostle Peter in I
Peter 1:7 who says that trial refines our faith, James also emphasises
this. Our trials are God s way of testing our faith and developing our
character. We can only endure trials if we really believe in God s plan
of salvation, the coming of our Lord Jesus and the reality of the kingdom
of God in which we hope to have a place. The characteristic of patience
is essential, otherwise we will collapse under the trial. “Let patience
have her perfect work, that you may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing”
(James 1:4). These words have the idea of being mature and equipped to
endure until Christ comes. James says: “Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation: for when he is tried he shall receive the crown of life, which
the Lord hath promised to them that love him” [see also 2 Tim 4:7,8] $&
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In this context then we cannot blame God for our own weaknesses or sin.
God tests us by bringing circumstances upon us to test our faith and our
love for Him and our trust in Him that He will never forsake us. But He
does not tempt us to sin for James says: “Let no man say when he is tempted,
I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth
he any man. ” (James 1:13). He tells us that we are drawn away [like a fish
to a bait] by our own lust. We know from 1 John 2 :16 that this is either
the lust of the flesh [physical needs], the sight of our eyes or pride.
This results in a “conception” in thought or action which matures into
a “birth” [bringeth forth]. What is born is sin and James uses a word which
means an abnormal or deformed birth because the result is abhorrent - a



fitting symbol of death. The apostle Peter speaks of a different
conception which is generated by the Word of God and that will result in
a birth of spirit and eternal life [1 Peter 1:23] FRATIAGER A B 4K
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So we are responsible for our actions and many examples are provided in
this epistle of “good works” which are generated by faith and love of God.
Some of these are visiting and helping those in need including the sick,
the fatherless and widows (James 1:27; 2:15, 16). James also warns us that
we must not use our tongue to slander or speak evil of each other. “The
tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity” he says in Ch 3:6, and it is a poison
if allowed to be unruly. It can also cause strife and quarrels: “But if
ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts glory not and lie not
against the truth” (James 3:14). A wise man will be seen by his actions
and his speech (James 3:13). This wisdom comes from God through His Word:
"The wisdom that is from above is first pure then peaceable, gentle, easy
to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and
without hypocrisy” (James 3:17). FrUAFATIEEN H OHAT 5T, XEE
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One of the faults in the Jerusalem Ecclesia was a tendency to “respect
persons”. They would seem to have been very impressed by riches and rich
men. (James 2:1-4). Those with expensive clothing were given pride of
place in the congregation, yet James says in v 6: “Do not rich men oppress
you?” They were the ones who oppressed them and took them before the
authorities to retrieve debts, he says, so why pay undue respect to them?
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When we live by the royal law or sovereign principle “Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself” (James 2:8), then our relationships with others and
our treatment of them is balanced and according to God’s will. WISk
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In the epistle James shows two examples to demonstrate that God is no
respecter of persons but all are made righteous by God through belief or
faith and then a demonstration of that faith by works. The two examples
represent extremes; one is Abraham the father of the nation of Israel and
the Jewish race, and the other is Rahab, a Canaanite and a harlot. Both
believed in God and left their past lives and led a new life in faith and
good works (see James 2:21-26). {E1{5 5, HES H MM Ul I AR A
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The ecclesia at Jerusalem also tended to be quarrelsome and concerned with
external observance of the Law of Moses and a judgemental attitude toward
others as a consequence: “Whence cometh wars and fightings among you? Come
they not hence even of your lusts that war in you members” (James 4:1).
Again we note that the problem is caused by our own sins which come from
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As to living by the Law James says in Ch2:10 “For whosoever shall keep
the whole law, and yet offend in one point , he is guilty of all”. So we
see the impossibility of living by Law since no man can keep law perfectly.
Only one has lived a perfect life in obedience to God and that is the Lord
Jesus Christ [Phil2:8,9]. If we all fail it is futile to sit in judgement
of our brothers and sisters (James 4:11,12). We must live a life which
is motivated by the fact that if we try to copy that perfect life, then
God will forgive our sins and cover our deficiencies which prevent us from
reaching the standard set by Christ. This is a different motivation,

though we still need to obey commandments. James calls it “the law of
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In the first Chapter at verse 25 James says: “But whosoever looketh into
the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in
his deed”. He warns us in the preceding verses though not to be like a
man looking in a mirror and seeing a reflection of himself as God sees
him, and then going away and forgetting what sort of man he should be.
Paul uses this same illustration of us looking into a mirror in 2
Corinthians and in that place the reflection we gaze at is the Lord Jesus
Christ whose image we are trying to become. [2 Cor 3:18]. MESAEHEST
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We are instructed to “humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord and he
shall 1ift you up” (James 4:10). This is almost identical to Peter’s
instruction to “humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God
that he may exalt you in due time” (1 Peter 5:6). This is one of several
quotations which are almost identical in James and Peter’ s epistles. ##i
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The final section of the epistle of James is really a summary of several
issues he has addressed, but the main lesson for us is of patient endurance
in our life in the Truth: “Be patient therefore brethren, unto the coming
of the Lord... be patient, stablish your hearts, for the coming of the
Lord draweth nigh” (James 5:8). He uses the figure of a farmer who has
to have patience as first he waits for the rains and then for the fruit
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He exhorts them from the examples of the prophets who endured affliction
and suffering. Job is brought forward as an example of both suffering and
patient endurance when he says: “You have seen the end of the Lord that
the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy” (James 5;11). fthfH 52752
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As we read through the Epistle of James we have a wonderful story of an
unbelieving brother who has now embraced what he once disbelieved and is
bearing the burden of leading and exhorting the ecclesia of his day to
follow the life and example of the One we remember now who died for our
sins. His words can help us also to endure until the end and be ready to
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