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Good morning brethren and sisters. SEZZHI0 W HK: H i

In Deuteronomy 10 Moses is reminding Israel of incidents that had taken
place during the last 40 in the wilderness. Moses is teaching this
generation to make sure they do not repeat the failings of their fathers.
Here Moses tells of the second two tables of stone that he took into the
Mount to have the 10 commandments rewritten on them. The first tables were
destroyed when he threw them to the ground in anger at the behaviour of
the Children of Israel. Exodus 32. He reminds them that God at that time
had chosen the Levites to be his servants and ministers. Deut 10:8-11.
This account then leads on to some of the most profound statements of the
whole book of Deuteronomy as we see in verses 12-22. ZEHIayidsE 10 =Y
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This morning we want to briefly consider these words of guidance that Moses
gave to the people and why they were given in the context of the choosing
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Verse 12-13 tell us exactly what we must do in our lives now to be pleasing
to God. God requires of us is to fear Him, and because of that, to walk
in His ways. He requires us to love him and show this love in giving our
whole life in continual service to him by keeping His commandments. Moses
gives the reason for this devoted service. God is the creator and owner
of everything on earth and in heaven (v14) and yet He had chosen Israel
because he loved their fathers, Abraham Isaac and Jacob. There was no
greatness or worthiness in the people themselves that made God want to
bless them. It was because He delighted in and loved their fathers that
he chose their seed above all peoples of the earth. (v15) 12-13 545 1f
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This reason is exactly the same motivation for us today to love our God
and show this in loving service to Him. We are not famous people that God
needs to fulfil His plan. We are not so intelligent that God could not
bring His kingdom to the earth if we didn’ t help Him plan it. We cannot
impress God with our greatness, because it is nothing compared to Him. ..
He made everything in heaven and earth. We are in the truth because God
has loved us and chosen us and for no other reason. We come this morning
to remember all that God did in the sacrificing of His Son that we may
be part of His plan and we are amazed that God has chosen to love us. We
should show our appreciation of his love each week by keeping his
commandments in our lives and showing our love by serving Him every day.
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The prophet Micah quotes these words of Moses. In Micah 6 v6-7 we see the
people wanting to know if God will be pleased with extravagant gifts of
sacrifice or even offering their own children. Micah plainly tells them
in verse 8 that they cannot impress God with extravagant gifts. They need
to just do as Moses had told them hundreds of years earlier. To do justly
(or keep God’ s commandments), to love mercy and to humbly accept that God
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Back in Deuteronomy 10v20-21 Moses instructs true believers to fear God
and rely on Him for everything. He alone is to be praised for what we see
happen in our lives and He is to be everything to us. He is our God, our
strength and all our desire. These are very simple and also very lofty
things for us to learn and do. We must do them to be pleasing to God. To
make this point clear God gave an example to the children of Israel — an
example to us as well this morning. ibFATIMI2IHayC 10 3 20-21 T, JEE
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This example was the tribe of Levi, which were mentioned as a prelude to
the grand words of v12-22. In v8-9 Moses draws the peoples attention back
to the Levites who were chosen by God to be His servants and ministers.
They were like strangers in Israel because they had no land like the tribes
for God was their inheritance. For the Levites God and His service was
everything. EXMEEFERUA LAOSIIRIAR SR, WM& RATEA SO FE 2243
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The tribe of Levi was directly descended from Jacob’ s son Levi. The main
incident in the life of Levi is recorded in Genesis chapter 34. This is
the time when Dinah, the sister of Levi and Simeon, went out to see what
was happening in the town of Shechem. She was seduced by the son of the
ruler of the town and the two brothers Levi and Simeon, in jealous fury,
first deceived the men of Shechem (v13) and then killed every man in the
city (v25-29). The reason they did this is in Gen 34v31. Their pride was
inflamed because their sister had been mistreated even though the men of
the city had tried to solve the issue peacefully. They did not rely on
God to be the judge and leave it in His hands but cruelly took revenge.
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Jacob was appalled at the behaviour of these brothers and cursed them for
their violent anger in the final words he spoke to them. In Gen 49v5-7
he gives his estimation of them — ”“Simeon and Levi are brethren;
instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. O my soul, come not thou
into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united:
for in their anger they slew a man, and in their selfwill they digged down
a wall. Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for
it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel”.
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This prophecy of Jacob was fulfilled as we see in Deuteronomy 10v9 where
Levi was to have no inheritance among the tribes of Israel. Simeon also
became such a small tribe that it was not given a part in the land but
was included in the inheritance of Judah (Joshua 19v1). We saw though that
Levi had the greatest blessing of all in that they were given Yahweh
Himself as their inheritance. They were to serve Him always and did not
need land for agriculture because the sacrifices to God were their food
(Josh 13v14). They were able to eat of these and also the tithes of all
the people went to feed the Levites. HERMITNEAEHayid 10 3 9 Tih 153
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So how did this curse of Jacob become the blessing we read of? ]
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The answer is in the incident of the golden calf in Exodus 32. This is
when Moses was away from the people in Mount Sinai receiving the law. The
people persuaded Aaron to make them an idol, which was the golden calf,
and they all fell to worshipping it and became involved in very immoral
worship. There was only one group of people that stood aside from this
wickedness. When Moses called for people to stand up for God, Levi was
immediately ready and was prepared to judge the people on behalf of God.
They were so intent on their task that even if their closest friends or
sons were sinning they were to kill them (v27-29). It is this incident
that made God choose them as His special servants. Moses refers to this
in Duet 33 when he gives his final blessings to the tribes. He says in
v8-10 that Levi was chosen because when God’ s judgements were to be given
they did not allow the natural feelings we have for our family to stand
in the way. They respected the word and covenant of Yahweh. [0l & %
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When we look at the incident of Gen 34 that led to their cursing and the
incident of Ex 32 which led to their blessing, they are very similar. In
both cases Levi took a sword and killed people in judgement. The actions



are identical so what is the difference? {HIAIREGItHIC 34 ZAbATTBTAE
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The difference is that in Ex 32 the motivation for their judgement was
totally different than in Gen 34. In Gen 34 their motivation was that their
own family had been treated shamefully and their pride was hurt and they
wanted revenge. In Ex 32 their motivation was very different and is best
explained by the prophet Malachi. In Malachi 2 the prophet is reminding
the Levites why they were chosen by God to be his servants. He refers to
the time of Ex 32 and says in vb—6 that the reason they were chosen was
because they FEARED God. Why did they fear God? Because they knew that
he would be angry because Israel had forgotten they were special and chosen
by Him and had disobeyed His commands and worshipped an idol. The Levites
believed that His commandments were absolutely right and could not be
broken without judgement. They knew He was holy and righteous and the
people had offended Him. They also desired to turn people away from their
iniquity as it says at the end of v6. They did not just want to destroy,
they did it that they might teach all of Israel to fear and respect the
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This is a very different motivation isn’t it! Although the actions are
very similar the motivation is opposite. This is a very important lesson
for us. What is our motivation in the things we do? If we are doing

something similar to another brother but our motivation is selfish, then
we are in danger of being cursed. We do need to make judgements from time
to time in our ecclesia but let us be VERY careful to examine our motives
before we judge. If we are speaking against someone because our pride is
hurt, we will be cursed like Levi. If we are making a judgement because
we fear the holiness and righteousness of God, then we will be blessed.
Also our motivation must always include trying to turn people from sin
so they maybe accepted again by God. We must never judge just to condemn.
Judgment must be with the hope that others will respond and come to walk

in the righteousness of God again. P PNSHHLAZRIIAIR D AEMBATTHIAT
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There is another exhortation for us in this as well. Levi and his
descendants obviously had the natural temperament to be swift in judgement.
This is highlighted clearly by the incident involving Phineas and the
judgement on the Simeonite and his Midianitish woman in Numbers 25.
Phineas feared God and also wanted to turn the people from their iniquity.
We know his motivation was right because God gave him an everlasting
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So we have seen that this attribute of Levi and his sons to be swift in
judgement was the cause of him being cursed in Gen 49 and also the cause
of the tribe being blessed in Ex 32 and Num 25. This is a lesson for us.
We may have natural attributes that can cause us to sin against God but
we must try, like the sons of Levi did, to turn them into instruments God
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Once the Levites were chosen by God to be His special tribe what did this
mean they had to do? We are told in Deut 10v8. They were made separate
to carry the ark (and all the Tabernacle) and to minister in the service
of Yahweh. This meant they had to carry the heavy tent and furniture of
the ark through the wilderness, they had to help kill and cut up the animals
for sacrifice, they had to carry the wood for the offerings and the water
for washing and all the other small and tedious jobs for the running of
the worship of Yahweh. These were not big, glamorous jobs. They were given
as a gift to the priests to help them in the service of the tabernacle
(Num 8v19). Their job was to help others to worship. If the Levites did
not do these small tasks then the whole nation could not worship. These
were the most important jobs God could give a people that always put His
commandments and holiness first and could be relied on to always help
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This too is a great lesson for us. The most important jobs we can to in
our service is for others. We must be doing the little things to help others
every day. Like the Levites, we must be giving up our lives as a gift to
help others to worship God correctly. This is the way we serve God with
all our heart and mind. We must appreciate His love in choosing us and
walk in His ways, giving ourselves totally to Him because he is our
inheritance. This is what He required of Israel and it is what He requires
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And this is what His son, who we remember, did so perfectly. Jesus always
did his Father’s will and served him by serving others. He did this so
completely that he gave his life that we may be able to be part of God s
purpose. This is true service to others. As we remember him this morning
may we try to be a servant to all our brethren and sisters and like the
Levites use all our natural attributes in service to our Father. Xl
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12v13-14, Micah 6:8. * BUEIFRH 5 Hiid 10 3 12-13 P47 SCBUE, 1E
ABH AT LRI fh Ay HERA M S . AT LA S I S S G S nl fi s 12 5
28-31 11, &' 545 13 75 8-10 19, AL1& 1) 12 75 13-114 17, yrilifh 6 % 8 5

* We need to appreciate the greatness of God and our insignificance. Why
do you think that only humble people have been chosen as His servant? (1
Cor 1:26-31;James 4:6-7; 1 Peter 5:5-6) * FRATT BIARE] H 5 A3,
TR /AN FRATEFEA U RN A RSB BT 408 A Ml R N (AR 2
A 1:26-31; A 4:6-7; 1437115 5:5-6)



* How can we be like the Levites in service today? What jobs can we do
to help others worship? * IRAILES REFEA BEMAL R AR NAABAT T LAE? T
AT A FE B TAEA G Bl (N =2 FE e

* What judgements may we need to make in our own lives which may be painful
to us or our family, but which put God s principles first. *x FRA I
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