Exhortation for 18/4/04 — Reading Deuteronomy 1 — Bro Nathan S
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Good morning my dear brethren and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ. The
Apostle Paul once wrote that “while we were yet sinners Christ died for
us”. What a remarkable thing that is! Today as we meet to remember what
God has accomplished in His Son the Lord Jesus Christ, we remember that
Jesus Christ died that our sins might be forgiven and that we might
ultimately be like him — immortal. What a wonderful thing it is that today,
all over the world, people of many different countries, nationalities and
languages, remember the life, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus
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Our daily readings today bring us to the first chapter of a remarkable
book — Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy was written by Moses and records his last
words to the people of Israel just prior to them crossing the Jordan to
enter the Land of Israel. We see from Chapter 1:3: “And it came to pass
in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the month,
that Moses spake unto the children of Israel, according unto all that
Yahweh had given him in commandment unto them”. This is the 11th month
of the 40th year in the wilderness. There were only two months to go and
the children of Israel were to pass over Jordan into the land of Israel.
In the last chapter of Deuteronomy we read of the death of Moses: “So Moses
the servant of Yahweh died there in the land of Moab, according to the
word of Yahweh. And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over
against Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day” (Deut
34:5-6). After his death “the children of Israel wept for Moses in the
plains of Moab thirty days” (v8). From this we realise the whole of
Deuteronomy was written in a very short period. It is Moses’ final words
to the people he had led for 40 years. He had led these people out of Egypt,
he had wandered through the wilderness with them for 40 years and now he
was about to die and Deuteronomy records his final directions and commands
to his people. Moses had overseen the planning, construction and opening
of the Tabernacle. He had issued the people of Israel with the ten
Commandments, he had been a remarkable leader and had saved them from
certain destruction on many occasions. But, like everyone, his life was
drawing to a conclusion, and he wanted to impress upon the people the need



for whole—hearted commitment in service to God. So important were these
instructions and commands that in chapter 31 v9-11 we are told that the
priests were instructed to publicly read the contents of this book every
seven years when all the people were gathered together! Further to this
Moses says in Chapter 32 v46-47: ’Set your hearts unto all the words which
I testify among you this day, which ye shall command your children to
observe to do, all the words of this law. For it is not a vain thing for
you; because it is your life: and through this thing ye shall prolong your
days in the land, whither ye go over Jordan to possess it.” HR#GFAIH
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These words were so important — the people’ s very life depended on whether
they accepted or rejected them. These are the words of a mature man,
written during the very last month of life as he encouraged and
strengthened the people to remain firm and dedicated to God all their lives.
It’s quite remarkable that twelve times in this book Moses reminds the
people, and he reminds us too, that we are “to love Yahweh our God”. One
of these places we read: “And now, Israel, what doth Yahweh thy God require
of thee, but * to fear Yahweh thy God, * to walk in all his ways, and *
to love him, and * to serve the Yahweh thy God with all thy heart and with
all thy soul, * To keep the commandments of Yahweh, and his statutes, which
I command thee this day for thy good?” (Deut 10:12-13). IXLEyLiEUItE
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We must also remember that Moses gave this speech to Israel just prior
to them crossing the river to enter the land of Israel. Moses in Chapter
1 v8 says: “Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the
land which Yahweh sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to
give unto them and to their seed after them”. The journey was almost over,
and they were about to enter and inherit the land which God had promised
to their fathers of old. As the people stood there listening to Moses,
in the distance they could see the land that had been promised to them
— it must have been very exciting! The situation they were in then is very
similar to ours today. We are about to cross over into the Kingdom of God,
we are about to inherit the land of Israel which was promised to Abraham.
Just as Moses wanted the people then to be committed in service to God,
so now as we read Deuteronomy we are reminded of those essential things
we must do to find a place in the kingdom of God. What Moses instructed
Israel to do is exactly what we must do today. As then, so now, we are
to love the Lord our God with all our heart and soul and mind. FA1iE
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As you read through Deuteronomy you will notice that many of the chapters
are records of events that had taken place from the time Israel left Egypt,
some 40 years before. The reason why Moses does this is to draw practical
lessons from those events and use them to encourage the people and remind
them of their past failures and the need to ensure they were not repeated.
Deuteronomy really is then another record of the events that transpired
from when Israel left Egypt. However there is a marked difference! In
Deuteronomy Moses is trying to encourage the people to develop the Godly
characteristic of faith in their lives. Faith is a prerequisite to the
kingdom. We will not enter into the kingdom without faith, just as Israel



could not enter the land because of their lack of faith. This is shown
to us in chapter 1 v26-34 where we read that God had commanded the children
of Israel to go up and conquer the land and not be afraid or discouraged,
because He would be with them. We know that Israel sent spies into the
land to search it out and report back to the people what the land was like
and how they would conquer it. However 10 of the 12 spies returned and
told the people that there was no way the land could be conquered, because
there were giants there and the cities were great and had high walls. They
had no faith in God whatsoever! They totally lacked trust that He would
be with them and so God says in v32 that “they did not believe what He
said to them”. As a result of this great lack of faith, God made Israel
wander in the hot, sandy and dry desert for 40 years. Israel failed to
place their confidence and trust in God that what He said He would do,
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God doesn’ t want people to blindly obey His laws without loving and
trusting Him! He wants whole—hearted commitment to Him and the Truth, and
nothing less. Israel failed to love and trust Him, and suffered because
of it. Let us learn from their failures. Paul exhorted the Hebrews to learn
from Israel’s failures as we read in Hebrews 3:7-19. {HE# A AA]
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One of the other key things Moses wanted to emphasise was that the land
they were about to enter was the land that was promised to Abraham and
his sons. Therefore we read in the first chapter. “Behold, I have set the
land before you: go in and possess the land which Yahweh sware unto your
fathers, Abraham , Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed
after them” (Deut 1:8). 27 times Moses reminds the people that they were



about to “inherit the land promised unto the fathers”. In reminding the
people that they were to inherit the land promised to Abraham Moses is
impressing them with the “faith” of Abraham by which he received the
promise of the land. Just think about what Abraham did. He was living in
a city called Ur, a long way to the east from Israel. And Gen 12 tells
us that God spoke to him and commanded him to leave his family, his house,
his job and everything he had and to leave Ur, his home town and travel
to a place that God would tell him of. God never told Abraham where he
was going. But in faith Abraham left Ur and followed the angel of God and
eventually came to Israel — what an incredible example of faith in God!
So Moses draws on the example of Abraham and tells the people that they
must demonstrate this kind of faith. God was well pleased with Abraham
and promised him that the whole of Israel would be his to inherit in the
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God had also told Abraham that his seed would be captives in a strange
land for many years and then return to enter the land promised to Abraham.
Moses is now talking to that generation who were to enter the land in
fulfilment of God’ s word to Abraham. “And he (Yahweh) said unto Abram,
Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not
theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred
years; And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and
afterward shall they come out with great substance. And thou shalt go to
thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. But in the
fourth generation they shall come hither again” (Genesis 15:13-16). #if
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Now consider what Moses says in Chapter 6 v4-7:"Hear, O Israel: Yahweh
our God is one Yahweh: And thou shalt love Yahweh thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words,
which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart. And thou shalt
teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou
liest down, and when thou risest up”. These words are some of the most
important words in the whole of this book. The people were to love God
with all their heart, all their soul and with all their might. We have
to love God so much, that our whole life revolves around Him. Moses doesn’ t
say, love God with half of your heart, or nearly all of your heart — he
says, love God with ALL your heart, and teach your children to love Him
by constantly talking together on the things of God. IULERRAMIHKE—TF
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As we have seen, Deuteronomy was written by Moses just prior to his death.
He was a mature man — about 120 years old — so he had experienced a lot
in life and these are the finest words he has recorded for us. How do we
know that? Well, it’ s remarkable that what Moses said to Israel in chapter
6 v4-6 is what the Lord Jesus Christ has commanded of us. 1EWIRAIEF]
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In Mark 12 v28-34 it is recorded that a wise man came to the Lord Jesus
Christ and asked him a question: “Which is the first commandment of all?”
Jesus answered: “The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel;
The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all
thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other

commandment greater than these”. The Lord Jesus Christ had just quoted
Moses’ words in Deuteronomy chapter 6. So what was the scribe’ s response?
-"Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there
is none other but he: And to love him with all the heart, and with all
the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and
to love his neighbour as himself, is more than whole burnt offerings and
sacrifices”. When the scribe agreed with Christ on this point, he said
to him in v34, “Thou art not far from the kingdom of God”. As Moses told



the people in his day that the most important thing in life was to love
God with all their heart, soul and mind, so 1000 years later the Lord Jesus
Christ quotes Moses to teach the same lesson. Does God require something
different from us than he did from them? Not at all! He wants us to give
everything to Him in love and dedication. He wants us to have faith in
His promises, to trust him implicitly and rely solely on Him. 7F5 A4
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So Moses’ final exhortation to the people was to encourage them to follow
the faith of their father Abraham. If they showed that kind of faith then
they would be rewarded as we will be too — the whole of the earth will
be our inheritance with Christ for ever if we love Yahweh with all our
heart, soul and mind. We are reminded of the Lord Jesus Christ who loved
God with His whole heart, soul and mind — so much so, he gave his life
in love for His Father and for us. As we now remember our Lord in the emblems
of bread and wine let us think about our own life, our own commitment to
God and strive to follow the example of Abraham, Moses and the Lord Jesus
Christ and be faithful always in our daily life. JTUAYEEEPG )G HWbiE
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