Exhortation for 4/4/04 — Reading 1 John 1
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Dear Brethren and Sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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This morning we will consider the first chapter of John’s first epistle,
and in so doing come closer to understanding that wonderful description
of Jesus as “the Word of life”.
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There are two particular topics that John wishes us to understand in this
first chapter.
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* The first is that “the Word of life” has been manifest and that they
had seen that “1ife” manifest in Christ
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* The second relates to the fellowship that is available with the Father
and His Son, Jesus Christ.
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It is very appropriate that we consider these things as we come around
the table of our Lord to examine ourselves in the light of Christ’ s example.
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The chapter begins: “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands
have handled, of the Word of life; (For the life was manifested, and we
have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which
was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)” (1 John 1:1-2).
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John’ s opening comment relates to hearing. The Jews as a nation were very
slow to hear the words of Christ—instead they wanted to see the marvellous
signs and miracles he did. The disciples themselves were also rebuked for
not listening to his words—remember the comments Christ made to two



disciples after his death and resurrection: “0 fools, and slow of heart
to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have
suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?” (Luke 24:25-26).
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There were many in Israel who saw the miracles of Christ and heard his
words but never understood the true import of the one they looked at—-most
saw him as a miracle worker and preacher. However John says that he and
the other disciples close to him had “heard, seen and handled” the Word
of Life. As they followed him, slowly the true import of what they were
witnessing sunk into their minds. They realised that this was “the Word
of God made flesh” (John 1:14).
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Christ indeed was “the Word made flesh”, the personification of the
purpose of God. And because the words that he spoke were life—giving words
it is only correct that he bears the title, “the Word of life”. This is
why Jesus said, “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life” (John 6:63); and Peter says, “Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth
and abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man
as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth
away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever” (1 Peter 1:23-25).
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What a marvellous thing it must have been for the disciples to walk with
the Lord, to hear him speak and see all that he did—to realise they had
witnessed one who completely lived the spirit of the Word of God. He

revealed that life that we all strive to live. We try to manifest God in



all our words and ways, but when we see Jesus we see one who did this
perfectly. He was in that sense “God with us”-Emmanuel.
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John goes on to say, “That which we have seen and heard declare we unto
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). What then
was the fellowship with the apostles, and with the Father and the Son?
This is a theme that John explores further in this chapter. In verse 6
we have the declaration that “walking in darkness” is incompatible with
this fellowship. However in verse 7 he says that “walking in light” is
the foundation of fellowship.
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The word fellowship literally means “sharing, having things in common,
a partnership”. This sharing was the central thread to the “fellowship”
of the first century as we read in Acts 2:42-47: “They continued stedfastly
in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and
in prayers. And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were
done by the apostles. And all that believed were together, and had all
things common. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple,
and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness
and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour with all the
people”.
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* breaking of bread from house to house, * 7B tZ B

% prayer, * f47

* all things in common, . * JLIAH

* with one accord in the temple, * fFEEHP[EOEE



* with gladness and singleness of heart. * XRXELHSK
* praising God. * #EIEq

This is a fellowship of brethren and sisters with the Father and Christ-it
isnot a fellowship of individuals. And why is it that this is so important?
John explains in the next verse: “And these things write we unto you, that
your joy may be full” (1 John 1:4).
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It would appear that John has in mind the words that Christ spoke to them
in the upper room: “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love;
even as | have kept my Father’ s commandments, and abide in his love. These
things have I spoken: unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that
your joy might be full” (John 15:10-11). Here we see the complete
fellowship that existed between Christ and the Father and which we can
share if we abide in that love, keeping his commandments. If we do this
then our joy will be full.
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John now moves to a very fundamental message that they had heard from their
Lord-so fundamental that John wants to now pass it on to all who wish to
share that wonderful fellowship with God and His Son: “This then is the
message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light,
and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5).
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John is not speaking of physical light but moral light. This declaration
lays the foundation for everything that follows: “If we say that we have
fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth”
(v6). Here then is our first test of fellowship. Do we walk in the light
or in darkness? John says if we walk in darkness then “we do not the truth”.
So the Truth is not just a list of doctrinal facts but a way of life based
on those truths. What is walking in darkness? John goes on to say: “He
that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even
until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is



none occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in
darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth,
because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.” (1 John 2:9-11).
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Walking in darkness, which means we are not walking in the light of God s
ways, shows that in fact we are not in fellowship with God at all. We are
not in fellowship with His Son either or those who are walking in the light
of God’ s revealed ways. We are not trying to manifest that “1ife” which
was seen manifest in Christ.
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This “fellowship” John is speaking of is based on genuine and true “love”-a
love of God and love of the children of God. So John says, “If a man say,
I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not
his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?”
(1 John 4:20).
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There is really a very powerful lesson here—if we hate our brethren, while
claiming to love God, then we lie, and as such we find ourselves walking
in darkness, whereby it is impossible to have fellowship with God and
Christ.
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However John does not dwell on the negatives. He now states the positive
basis of “fellowship”: “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin” (v7).
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There can be no half-measures—either we walk in the light with God and
Christ, or we walk in the darkness, and in so doing deny our Lord. Our
way of life is linked with our fellowship—and that is linked with God,
Christ and one another.
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That which hindered our fellowship with God was our sins, as the prophet
said: “Your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your
sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear” (Isaiah 59:2).
While a person is in that state then there can be no fellowship with God.
They have not been walking in the light but in darkness. But the wonder
of the love of God is seen in the providing of Jesus Christ that through
his life and death there has been provided a way for the forgiveness of
our sins (1 John 4:9-10). This is spoken of in Revelation 1:5: “Unto him
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood”. This is what
we have come here this morning to remember. Here in the wine before us
we have the symbol of his life blood which he gave that through him we
may have our sins forgiven as he said: “This is my blood of the new
testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins” (Matthew
26:28).
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As we sit here in fellowship this morning we will all examine ourselves
and remember those sins we have committed or things we should have done
and have not. Now is the time to seek forgiveness through Christ. His blood
cleanses us from all sin.

LS RBAVREAX R, TAMAAS . FATEAR A D, Eid 3 ALREE, 10E
BATAAZAGH A T B TAT T BB T SRR A (R I, BRIk ik
BRI LR TRATT AR ARG 5 1



However John now warns against self deceit. We need to be honest with
ourselves: “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in
us.” (v8-9).
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Here is our test.-are we true with ourselves in matters concerning our
thoughts and actions? Do we excuse sin as if it really is not sin?
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In all ages there have been those who have deceived themselves by
justifying their conduct, even though it is contrary to God’ s ways. There
are those who have maintained that they had a right to do what they pleased.
John reaffirms that great elementary truth-"all have sinned and come short
of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). We are all sinners.
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So in conclusion John writes, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is
not in us” (v9-10). The Proverb sums up this principle very clearly: “He
that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and
forsaketh them shall have mercy.” (Proverbs 28:13).
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If we confess our sins and seek forgiveness then our God is merciful and
will forgive. When we seek forgiveness we are acknowledging God s way is
right and our own was wrong—we are acknowledging His righteousness. This
is the basis upon which God will extend forgiveness. What a wonderful
consolation it is to know that “he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”. What a great burden
is lifted from our minds and conscience by our merciful Father.
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How foolish it would be for us to say “we have not sinned”. If we do this
then John’ s closing words are just so true: “we make Him (God) a liar,
and His word is not in us”.
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Let us now very reverently examine ourselves as we partake of the bread
and wine. Let us determine to “walk in the light” so that that life which
we have seen and heard in our Lord may become our way of life. If we do
this we will have fellowship with the Father and His Son in truth.
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