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The majority of the Proverbs are the inspired words of Solomon, son of
David and king of Israel, at the greatest time of Israel’ s history when
God’ s Kingdom on earth was prospering. This time will only be experienced
again (and indeed surpassed) when our Lord Jesus Christ returns to restore
the kingdom to Israel [Acts 1:6, 15:15-16]. K5 I RHR S [ 1453 4
BRI, BT ER LEJLT, DLESIN £ s E e SRR, Br
DTN CLEA Py 5 b g AR RPN o TX AN I 0 A AR FRATT () 32 IR SR
I S LS I A B (EEp i) AT M4 1 6; 15: 15-16) .

The word here translated in English as “proverb” means a copy or a simile,
where a statement is made in poetic style, and matched with another
Statement to convey an idea or a meaning which is immediately understood.
An example is in Proverbs 25:25 which says, “As cold waters to a thirsty
soul, so is good news from a far country”. “&T 7 FonEHEKZERE “9
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As we look at the first seven verses of chapter 1 we see the main theme
of the book—there is a contrast between the wise and the fool. We read:
A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of
understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: To understand a proverb,
and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings”
(Prov 1:5-6). The wise man will always be endeavouring to learn and
understand the ways of God. He will then apply what he hears in his life
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However contrasted with the wise we read of the fool. “The fear of the
LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and
instruction” (v7). So the contrast is very clear. The wise will ponder
these proverbs which contain wise guidance in so many aspects of daily
life with the aim of learning how to glorify God. The fool will despise
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As we read through the proverbs we need to have “ears to hear”. We need
to think carefully about the wisdom contained in these words and sayings,
as they will bring a blessing to us if we do. This blessing of happiness
is stated like this: “Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man
that getteth understanding” (3:13), and then in verse 18: “She is a tree
of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that
retaineth her”. What a treasure is this Godly wisdom, for if we allow it
to guide our life it will give us eternal life when Christ comes. FA]
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Another theme that we should look at briefly is that the Proverbs are
written as a father giving guidance to his son. We all know the value of
the wisdom that parents can give and this is especially so if they know
God’ s ways and guide us in His paths. Yet we notice how this is introduced
in Proverbs: "My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not
the law of thy mother: For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy
head, and chains about thy neck” (1:8). AT U EHE — FIXAPBN
F—ANFE TG — N OEREMI LT T BATTHAE AR PLL 3R
AT R A . an RAdAT 1A TE AR IR TE , P AR TE R AU AT, ASH S IRl o
ToE, BANERRES BB I, BUHRACERIIIE; Al E R
BEROVEI . BBk LI, R L9428 (% 1: 8) The father
is reminding his son that both mother and father give sound guidance to
their children and it is the wisdom of children to listen to the guidance
of them both. Notice we are told that if we listen to the Godly guidance
of such parents then those lessons we are taught will beautify our
character. They will be like ornaments or a chain of gold which give beauty
to the person wearing them (1:9). SCRHREE)LT, SRABERHSOARA TR £
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In 6:20-24 we are again directed to listen to the guidance of father and
mother. There we are told that if we do this then: “"When thou goest, it
shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou
awakest, it shall talk with thee. For the commandment is a lamp; and the
law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life: To keep
thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a strange
woman”. What a powerful influence true spiritual guidance can be to the
young if they will but listen and learn from their guides and teachers.
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It may be that we have not been brought up in such a house where God was
feared and loved. However the book of Proverbs makes up for that. Here
we have a father giving guidance to all who read his words. As we read
through Proverbs let us listen and heed, as if we have a wise father beside
us giving us spiritual guidance. For it is our heavenly Father who has
inspired these words to be written and recorded for us to follow. HJfE
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Proverbs 1 through to Proverbs 9 provides a complete section within the
book as it introduces to us the subject of wisdom and the benefits of living
our lives directed by God’ s wisdom, which we gain from His Word. It also
introduces us to two ways of life and illustrates this by personifying
the two choices in two women. One is the woman of wisdom and the other
the woman of folly (see 1:20 and contrast 2:16). S = 2E L=
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We can see how these nine chapters are tied together by two statements,
which are 1ike two bookends at the end of a library shelf. They are chl:7
and ch 9:10 which say, ”“The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of knowledge”
and “The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of wisdom”. This fear of Yahweh
here does not mean we should be terrified or afraid of Him. Rather it means
we should hold Him in “reverence or awe”. This is the beginning, says
Solomon, of any attempt to find out about God and to live a life which
is pleasing to Him. We have to believe He exists and has a purpose with
the earth, which can include us. This develops a respect and reverential
fear and then a love for Him, which will control our lives and send us
in search of all He has revealed in the Bible to help us to be true disciples
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The two women presented represent two ways of life. Three other characters
enter also to whom the women appeal. They are the simple [or na?ve], the
fool [or stupid] and the scorner who scoffs and derides God s wisdom. [Ch
1:22] The character of the wise is also in the drama and he is the son
who listens to the wisdom of his father (see 2:1 etc). MAPEHMMUET
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We need to see ourselves in this drama as it is acted out in these first
nine chapters of Proverbs. We need to be aware of the competing appeals
from these two women in our lives. We note in chapter 9 that the woman
of folly tries to allure the simple with the same appeal as the wise woman.
The wise woman calls: “Whoso is simple let him come in hither” (v4) and
in v16 the women of folly says the same thing. The woman of wisdom has
a house with firm foundations (v1), she offers a life of sacrifice (v2)
and bread and wine to celebrate that sacrifice as we do each first day
of the week (v5). Previously in chapter 3:13-18 wisdom has promised
greater treasures and riches than gold, silver and rubies, culminating
in “length of days” or eternal life. In fact in v18 it is said that she
is “a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her”. We remember another
woman, Eve, who when confronted with a confused message from the serpent
partook of the fruit because she believed it was a “tree to be desired
to make one wise”. The result was death. Proverbs mentions this again in
ch 1:31 when it says that the wicked “shall eat the fruit of their own
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In Chapter 7 the role of the woman of folly is dramatised as we see it
in the story of the young simple man [meaning na?ve or empty] who is allured
by her promises. She has a form of religion, which is a counter to the
appeal of wisdom. In v14 she says: ”“I have my peace offerings with me;
this day have I payed my vows”. But her religion is false and “the fine
linen of Egypt” and the perfumes of death are in her house (see v16, 17).



This woman represents the way of the world. She is bold (v10, 13), confident
and operates from the street outside her house (v12). She is alluring (v21),
but deadly. The young man thinks he is on the way to a celebration but
finds himself at a funeral- his own! (v27). So in a very dramatic way
Proverbs shows us the choice between two ways of life. One leads to death
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In chapter 8 wisdom' s great benefits are extolled. Among these are true
riches and honour: ”“I love them that love me, and those that seek me early
shall find me, Riches and honour are with me, yea durable riches and
righteousness” (v17,18). We are reminded of the words of the Lord Jesus
Christ in Matt 7:7: “Ask and it shall be given you, seek, and ye shall
find; knock and it shall be opened unto you”. In the context of these words
we are asked to exercise discrimination and prudence in judgement. In
Colossians 2:3 it is said of the Lord that in him “are hid all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge”. In following the Lord Jesus Christ we are
associated with divine wisdom and the reward will be riches and honour
when we share the reign of the kingdom age with him. Zf 8 Z#F3E T8 &
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In Proverbs Chapter 8:22, 23 we learn that wisdom was there in the beginning
with God: “The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his
works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning or ever
the earth was”. It was God’ s mind-His intention or plan. It was His Word,
which was with Him in the beginning [John 1:1] In Revelation it is seen
glorified in the Lord Jesus Christ and shared by all those who are with
him in that great day. What a great privilege the Truth is, whereby we
have been invited to share in this great purpose to fill the earth with
righteousness, peace and eventually the glory of God. #& T 8: 22-23
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The book of Proverbs will help us in our daily life in Christ. We are told
this very plainly in chapter 3:11, 12 where Solomon says: "My son despise
not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction. For
the Lord loveth whom he correcteth: even the father the son in whom he
delighteth”. However in Hebrews 12:5-11 Paul quotes this section from
Proverbs with additional comments and says: “For whom the Lord loveth he
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth”. So Solomon’ s
instruction “my son” becomes applicable to “every son” when quoted by Paul.
So as we consider the book of Proverbs it is certainly applicable to us
today and its lessons are for our direction and chastening. As the
chastening trials come upon us we will find in the Proverbs direction and
help in most circumstances of life. &5 WBIA I RAEFEEH AN, 4
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Trial is not ”joyous” says the apostle but rather “grievous” but

afterwards it yields the “peaceable fruit of righteousness to them which
are exercised thereby”. We need to hold fast to what we have believed and
received, and wait patiently for the return of our Lord. A warning is
afforded us when we look more closely at the woman of folly in Proverbs
2:16 as she is introduced into the story. We find that she once knew the
Truth but fell back to old ways for she “forsaketh the guide of her youth
and forgeteth the covenant of her God” (v17). When we go to ch 5:12,13
we hear the lament of those who have been seduced like her to leave the
Truth: ”..How have I hated instruction and my heart despised reproof, and
have not obeyed my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed
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The Lord in whom dwells all the treasures of wisdom has said: “He that
endures to the end shall be saved”. As we now take bread and wine we see
in the Lord Jesus Christ all that expresses the wisdom of God. We read
his wonderful parables, we try to understand the hidden meaning in some
of his sayings but we also readily understand his plain teaching and
commandments by which he said we can live forever. We do this as commanded
”ti1l he comes”. We wait the time of promise when he shall eat and drink
again in the kingdom of God and we pray that we will be with him in that
glorious day of victory when the rewards of wisdom will be ours. H[f]
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