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As we gather this morning to remember our Lord and to worship and praise
our Heavenly Father for all His goodness to us, let us first consider the
teachings of our Lord in Luke 12. The lessons that Jesus taught,

particularly to his disciples here, are some of the most personal issues
that we have to deal with in our own lives as disciples of Christ. I am
sure that as we look at these lessons we will find ourselves carefully
examining our walk before we share the bread and wine together. 4K
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A Meal with the Pharisee The background to Jesus’ words in this chapter
is found in the last incident we read of in Luke 11. Jesus had been invited
to a meal with a Pharisee (v37). As we read through the details we see
that it certainly was a very large gathering at the Pharisee’ s house as
he had invited many others—Pharisees, lawyers and scribes (v45,54). This
large group had been specially invited so that they could question Jesus
and find fault with his teachings. Although they put on a show of
friendliness they really were his enemies. We are told that finally they
tried “to provoke him to speak of many things: laying wait for him, and
seeking to catch something out of his mouth, that they might accuse him”
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There was no love at this meal—-it was motivated by the spirit of hatred
against Jesus and his teaching. However Jesus had accepted their
invitation so that he might try to show them that their ways were not
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The first point that caused alarm to the Pharisee was that Jesus did not
go through the ceremonial method of washing his hands that had been
introduced as a tradition among themselves as a mark of their holiness.
We read, “And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he had not first
washed before dinner” (v38). We must understand that this is not talking
of the way we wash our hands before eating for hygiene. It is talking of
a ceremonial washing that the Pharisees had invented as the only



acceptable way to serve God. They believed that if their hands were not
washed, then the food eaten might have some ceremonial uncleanness passed
to it because the hands might have touched some ceremonially unclean

object. And following this thinking through, then the uncleanness would
be swallowed by them and so make them unclean. This was all a man—made
system of religion that did not teach God’ s ways at all. XA NZH
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Jesus now shows the hypocrisy of the Pharisees. You will see that Jesus
calls them “hyprocrites” in verse 44. The word “hypocrisy” is from an
interesting Greek word that means “play acting”. It speaks of a person
playing a part which is not really true of themselves. The outward show
of the Pharisees with all their religious show was really a cover for what
they actually were. So he says, “Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside
of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full of ravening and
wickedness” (v39). What a person saw on the outside was not the real person.
The religious Pharisee did all things to be seen and admired of people
but really they were evil and wicked men. Because Jesus showed them up
for what they really were they hated him and wanted to kill him. Hffik
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A Warning for Disciples While Jesus was in the Pharisee’ s house we read:
“In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable

multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon another” (12:1).
We can imagine the poor and needy all gathering outside the rich Pharisee’ s
house when they heard that Jesus had been invited to a meal there. They
would picture all the wonderfully delicate foods that would be provided
for the Lawyers and Scribes—it would be a great feast. However what a
surprise they would have received as Jesus abruptly came out after

condemning them all for their utter hypocrisy in claiming to be really
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His words to the disciples and the gathered crowd were: “Beware ye of the
leaven of the Pharisees, WHICH IS HYPOCRISY” (v1). The people would be
thinking that Jesus was inside eating those rich breads and cakes at the
feast—but when he came out he said the food was leavened with “hypocrisy”.
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Here is a very important lesson for us all to carefully think about. Do
we at times establish rules and ways that we think are a good show of
Godliness? Do we try to impress others by our words and actions, when in
private we do not talk or act like that? To do so is hypocrisy! We are
acting a part before our brethren and sisters which does not reveal our
real ways. Yet because of the “pride of life” we can all be tempted to
do this. Let us examine our motives at all times. IXs&XfFAT—AFH &
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Beware of Covetousness Jesus proceeded to warn the disciples that if they
followed him and proclaimed his teachings then the days would come when
they would be persecuted. This did happen as we read in the Acts of the
Apostles. However Jesus gave them the comfort of knowing that just as God
cares for the sparrows, so He would care for them (v5-7). He told them
that those who confessed him before men, he would confess before the angels
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While he was comforting the disciples with these words he was interrupted
by a man crying out : “Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the
inheritance with me” (v13). How inappropriate for this man to ask this.
Jesus was talking about disciples being persecuted for preaching the Truth
and all this man cared about was money. Jesus answered him: “Man, who made
me a judge or a divider over you?” Jesus, who often had nowhere to lay



his head, was not at all interested in money. He trusted in his Father
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would have heard this man call out to him, and said: “Take heed, and beware
of covetousness”. Notice the way Jesus gave a double warning—"take heed”
or listen carefully and understand what I am saying, and “beware” or take
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Covetousness can become a very real problem for each of us if we let it.
Coveting is desiring to have some thing or person that is not ours to have.
In the 10 commandments the 10th said: “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’ s
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’ s wife, nor his manservant, nor
his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy
neighbour’ s” (Exodus 20:17). We must not allow the desire of “things” to
become a master in our minds. Paul says that “covetousness is idolatry”
(Colossians 3:5). Why does he say this? Because that which we have a strong
desire or lust for will easily become an idol to us. For example, if we
covet a large well—-furnished apartment or other such material possession
we turn that into a god. We believe it will give us happiness and security.
We have replaced trust in God for trust in worldly things. WIREHEZ A
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Paul again talks of some who “coveted after” riches (1 Timothy 6:10).
However he reminds us that “godliness with contentment is great gain. For
we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing
out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content” (v6-8). To
covet riches is to make an idol or god of riches. 1R% NARFFLE N\ “Tx
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The Parable of the Rich Fool (v16-21) The whole essence of this parable
is the complete obsession of the “fool” who put his complete trust in
riches. He believed that riches could satisfy all his desires. We have



the sober words that were spoken to him: “Fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast
provided?” (v20). This man was about to learn the truth of Paul’ s words:
“We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing
out”. The question is, can we bring the truth of this to the front of our
minds? Can we really learn to place out trust in God? Of course we need
to work for a living and we do need to have food, clothing and a place
to live. But if material things become so dominant in our minds, like the
desire for bigger and better “barns” did to the rich fool, then we need
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Jesus summarised the lesson with these sober words: “So is he that layeth
up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God”. God wants to see
the riches of faith in our lives, as James reminds us when he says: “Hath
not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the
kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?” (James 2:5). HE
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From the parable of the Rich Fool Jesus now makes the following points
to his disciples: “Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat;

neither for the body, what ye shall put on. The life is more than meat,
and the body is more than raiment” (22-23). Yet how hard it is to always
keep this perspective clear in our minds, especially as the world about
us urges us that we should be busy storing up this world’ s goods just in
case we have need in the future. MICHIW F=00ES 5 HRERXS &M T 14EFR i
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To help us try to keep these things in perspective Jesus gives some

examples for us to consider. He says: * “Consider the ravens”. As we go
about our daily life we hardly look at the birds, let alone consider that
God provides food for them. Yet Jesus says: “God feedeth them” (v24). *
“Consider the 1ilies”. Jesus says that if God so clothes them He will also
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How hard it is at times to keep this simple and clear faith in God before
us. Jesus said to his disciples, which also comes down to us, "0 ye of
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The world is filled with advertising, telling us what we need, for that
is the way of the economy of the world. It relies on productivity and growth
in industry and business. It placards all its wares before us and urges
covetousness for those things. Jesus knew this would be so for he said:
“For all these things do the nations of the world seek after” (v30)-and
how true Jesus’ words were! V31. But to his disciples he says: “But rather
seek ye the kingdom of God:; and all these things shall be added unto you”
(v31). If only we can keep our eyes of faith steadfastly fixed on the return
of Jesus and the coming Kingdom we will be able to overcome the many

temptations that the world places before us. 5 F#4bE) 8, SR
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Be ye therefore ready Jesus then gave the antidote to being distracted
by the things of this life. It is to have “a treasure in the heavens” (v33).
A treasure is something which we value, and that which we value most should
be our loving Father and His Son at His right hand in heaven. Jesus said:
"Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (v34). Now as we
come to worship God and remember our Lord we may ask ourselves, “Is our
God and that great Hope He has provided through His Son the greatest

treasure we have had in our hearts all this week?” HP&R A At b1 =F
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Are we continually looking for the return of our Lord that we might be
ever with him? Is he the most valuable possession we have? Jesus said:
"Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find

watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them
to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them” (v37). We must
try now to imagine how blessed or happy we will be if we are found as
faithful servants when our Lord returns. Have you noticed what Jesus says



he will do in that day? He says that he will make us to sit down at a feast
with him. Then he will catch up his garments with a girdle as servants
do, and he will come forth and serve us. EAERMNIELSNTHE LTI,
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Brethren and sisters, it is hard for us to realise the wonder of such a
loving act that he will show to us if we are faithful now. As we remember
his great love in giving his life that we might be saved, let us listen
to that message he gave to his disciples 2000 years ago. Let us heed the
message and examine our walk now. Let us not be like those of “1little faith”
but rather set our hearts on our Lord in Heaven. This is all that we
value—He is our treasure in heaven. Let us then encourage each other to
watch and wait, for very soon he will come. His words were: “"Be ye therefore
ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not” (v40).
And let us not be fearful for he has said to us, his disciples: “Fear not,
little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
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Study Points

1. Our comments conclude at verse 40. Read on in verse 41 where Peter said,
“Lord, speakest thou this parable unto us, or even to all?” Discuss the
answer Jesus gave to Peter in verses 42-53. 2. Do you know another chapter
where Jesus describes the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and Scribes? 3. Why
does Jesus liken hypocrisy to leaven (12:1)? 4. Jesus speaks of confessing
the names of those who are prepared to confess him before men before the
angels of God. Why does he say “before the angels”? See Hebrews 1:14;
Matthew 18:10. 5. Does Revelation 3:5 have a connection with Luke 12:87?
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