Exhortation for 7/3/04 — Reading Psalm 115 — Bro Ivan J
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Good morning brethren and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. E%ZMIEN
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We come this morning to worship the only true God and the Father of the
Lord Jesus Christ. However, this morning, I would like us to think about
the God we worship as this affects the manner in which we worship Him.
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J73. There is an obvious comparison in the Psalm we have read this morning
between the God of Israel and the gods of the nations around them. The
Psalmist does not hold back in his derision of the futility of idol worship,
nearly to the point of sarcasm. He mocks the idea that man could worship
an object that cannot speak, hear, see or feel. To compare this impotent
idol to the all-powerful Creator of the universe is really no contest.
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But were idol worshippers so ignorant? Did they really believe that an
inanimate lump of wood, metal or stone was indeed a powerful god, as the
Psalm seems to suggest? Isaiah the prophet gives us a similar message when
describing the process of making such an idol from a piece of wood, but
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“And it shall be for a man to burn; for he will take some of it and warm
himself. Yes, he kindles it and bakes bread; yes, he makes a god and
worships; he makes it a graven image and falls down to it. He burns part
of it in the fire; with part of it he eats flesh; he roasts roast and is
satisfied; yea, he warms himself, and says, Aha, I am warm, [ have seen
the fire. And the rest of it he makes into a god, his graven image; he
falls down to it and worships, and prays to it, and says, Deliver me! for
you are my god.” (Isa 44:15-17)



The man here chops down a tree, and burns part of the tree on the fire
to keep warm, and with the rest he makes an idol. And yet, as Isaiah

continues, this man cannot see the absolute foolishness of this situation.
How can one part of a log somehow become a powerful god, and another part
of the same log be only firewood? 7EIXH, XAPMANEKEF T —RRH, K
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But does an idolater really believe that an idol is the actual god? Doesn’ t
he rather believe it is an image of the god he worships? In the Scriptures
there is record of several images made to Baal, as there were several
images made to the other false gods of the nations around Israel. So what
is the real issue in worshipping idols if they are just an image of the
real god? Has the Psalmist deliberately tried to confuse the issue with
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law, and in particular, the 10 commandments. The first two commandments
were to do with the worship of false gods: 4LUL{a%1) A\ IR A Hh Y He 17 i)
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W S A s FE AR . “Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt
not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve
them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them
that hate me; And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and
keep my commandments.” (Exo 20:3-6)
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In these two commandments worship of amultiplicity of gods was forbidden,
as was the making of graven images of false gods or of any beast of the
air, earth of seas. Why didn’ t God want man to make an image as a

representation of Him as part of his worship? The Catholics, for example,
have an image of Christ on the cross in most of their churches, in direct
conflict with these commands. But what makes this such an abomination to
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PR IX 4T A ? Well, two interesting things happened soon after the
giving of the 10 commandments. It was only a few weeks later when Moses
went up into Mount Sinai to get instructions on the tabernacle that Aaron
and the people made the golden calf. It was amazing that in such a short
space of time the people of Israel, from the High Priest down, had broken
their vow to obey God and had broken this commandment. i&f5, fFLL{A%1)
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Being Jewish, no doubt they had excused their behaviors on a technicality.
The calf was an image, but it was a molten image and not a graven image
(although it had been finished off with a graving tool). We have Aaron’ s
famous answer to Moses where he said, “And I said to them, Whoever has
any gold, let them break it off. And they gave it to me, and I threw it
into the fire, and there came out this calf.” (Exo 32:23-24). It was as
though Aaron was saying it was the fire that had made the golden calf.
And hadn’ t Aaron said when he had finished making this idol, “Tomorrow
we have a feast to Yahweh”. It wasn’t a false god from Aaron’ s point of
view (although the people certainly saw them as idols when they said,
"These be your gods that delivered you from Egypt”) but just a earthly
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When we read this chapter we learn that part of the reason why God
absolutely forbad idols was the activities that occurred as part of the
worship. In this chapter it tells us that Aaron had made them naked to
their shame. The shameful and immoral practices that occurred at feasts
held for idols were totally foreign to worship of the true God. A few
chapters later in Exodus 34, the well-known chapter where God reveals
himself to Moses, God now adds to the second commandment concerning graven
images that they were not to make any molten images as well. It was not
that God was tightening up a loop hole in His laws, but it was a sad



indictment on these people and human nature in general that the spirit
of this law was not obeyed in the first instance. X—Z& s T AT AT
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The second interesting thing that occurs is in reference to the tabernacle,
because in the midst of the Most Holy Place was the golden cherubim. All
other furniture in the tabernacle was designed and built to fulfil a part
of the tabernacle worship—a lampstand with seven branches for lighting
the tabernacle; a table to hold the shewbread; a golden altar to burn
incense; a brazen alter to burn the sacrifices. However Moses is commanded
to make two golden cherubim as part of the mercy seat over the ark of the
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What was the difference between these two golden forms and the idols of
the nations? Answering this question may help us to better understand what
God found so abhorrent with the making of idols. There are some obvious
differences—the cherubim were not molten or graven, but beaten or hammered
into shape; they were not a representation of God, but rather a
representation of the saints when they are glorified; they were not an
active part of daily worship as no one would see these cherubim except
the High Priest, and that only once a year. Whenever they were carried
around they were always covered. FH G708 P F A AN A P P 452
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And this seems to be part of the problem with the construction of idols.
Although they may have been designed to be a representation of a god, they
became the object of worship. When we worship our Father, He wants us to
focus on Him and His character—not a beautiful object made by man. Gideon,
a faithful judge of Israel in the Judges who delivered Israel from the
Midianites, made a golden ephod from the gold taken from their enemies.
However, this golden ephod became an object of worship and, as is recorded,
a snare to Gideon and his household. Anything that we worship or give a



place of importance in our life is an idol. TXALT- S A A A )
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However, when we come back to our Psalm, I think there is another aspect
of this worship that our Psalmist refers to as being a problem: “Not unto
us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and
for thy truth’ s sake. Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is now their
God? But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath
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Psalm appears to have been written during a time of calamity for the nation
of Israel. The Psalm starts by focusing on God, His glory, mercy and truth,
as we have just spoken. However, it appears that God had forsaken his
people because of their wickedness, causing the nations around to wonder
about the power of the God of Israel. These nations would see this
situation as a triumph of their gods over the God of Israel. N
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Just before the Psalmist exposes the futility of idol worship he comments
that our God has done whatever He has pleased. This really is the crux
of the issue. Our God is an all-powerful God, and will do whatever He
pleases. And if this meant allowing Israel to be taken into captivity by
the nations around them because of their wickedness, this is what He would
do. He did not need to save Israel at this time to prove His power. 1
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You see, the Psalmist is showing that the idol-worshippers were like their
idols. They had created gods with characteristics like themselves, like
the way they wanted their gods to be. Man has never liked worshipping a
God who makes them follow certain moral laws and commands. So man makes
himself gods and an associated religion to suit his way of life. Their



gods do not have mouths, so they cannot make laws; they have no eyes as
they want them to have no interest in what man is doing; they have no ears
so they cannot hear the wickedness that comes from man’ s mouth. IR
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In Psalm 135, a Psalm which in nearly a repeat of Psa 115, in v5—6 the
Psalmist says: “For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is
above all gods. Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he in heaven, and
in earth, in the seas, and all deep places.” Later in the same Psalm at
v14 he writes: “For the LORD will judge his people, and he will repent
himself concerning his servants.” Isaiah in his scathing chapter on Bel
and Nebo, the Babylonian gods, records God s words in v9-11, ”“Remember
the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God,
and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from
ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all my pleasure: Calling a ravenous bird from the
east, the man that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have
spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also
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God will judge His people. He is an active God and interested in the things
we do in our lives. We cannot change the image of God into that of

corruptible man, and beasts, as Paul tells us in the 1st chapter of Romans.
Some of the pagans believed that the gods were not really interested in
the affairs of man, and so they could do whatever they liked. This is the
god they liked to worship. It was the idol that they made. However, the
one true God is not like this. There is only one God, the Creator of heaven
and earth, and the God who is in charge of all things. His words are true,
and they shall come to pass. His counsel will stand and he will do whatever
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This morning we come to remember His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. He was
God’ s only begotten Son. He was able to say, “He that has seen me, has
seen the Father.” (John 14:9). The writer to Hebrews tells us that Jesus
was the brightness of God s glory, the express image of His person, or
essence. Jesus was God’ s image on earth—not a dumb idol, but a living image,
who went around acting just like his Father in heaven. Here was an image
that spoke, that saw, that heard just like his Father; who had mercy and
compassion on the weak. The principles and commandments that he left for
us to obey were the same principles and commandments that God had given
him to live by. We cannot change Jesus and his message to something that
we feel more comfortable with. ASRE FREATRA S ML, FHE
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And that is why we meet each week to remember him and to examine ourselves
to see how we measure up with his example, knowing we fall far short. It
is why we read our Bible regularly to keep our understanding of God and
His Son accurate, so that we are not corrupted by the deceitfulness of
sin. Without this we will develop in our own minds an inaccurate picture
of Christ, an image that is not true but one that has been fashioned by
the graving tools of our sinful minds. And then we will be no better than
those foolish idol-worshippers, who change the image of the Creator into
that of corruptible man, excusing their sins, rather than honestly

confessing them and asking for forgiveness. Xt RA TR WS4
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All of us need to change to be 1ike God and His Son—we need to be moulded
and beaten into shape. Then when our Lord returns we will have our vile
bodies changed—fashioned or graven like unto Jesus glorious body. As we
now eat the bread and drink the wine in remembrance of him let us strive



to follow his example and so render acceptable worship to the only true
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