Exhortation for 29/2/04 - Reading I Corinthians 13 — Bro Garnet 2004
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My dear Brothers and Sisters, 3% 50 Gk,

How wonderfully privileged we are to once more come together to encourage
each other in the way to the Kingdom and to remember the saving work of
our God in his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 1R &4 RKBAIA] AR AL
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Our New Testament readings have brought us today to Chapter 13 of the
Apostle Paul’ s inspired first letter to the Corinthian Ecclesia. It was
a young ecclesia situated in a very immoral Greek city where the pride
of human wisdom and self-achievement were highly prized and where kindness
was seen as weakness. There were therefore many issues to be worked through
as they came to learn what the Truth’s principles meant in their daily
lives. The Corinthian Ecclesia had also a number of questions which they’ d
forwarded to the Apostle at the hands of three of their members, Stephanas,
Fortunatus and Achaicus (see I Cor 16:17). Paul begins to answer these
issues in Chapter 7: 1 of I Corinthians, where we read, “Now concerning
the things whereof ye wrote unto me...” &Kit®A 1 —FREF AR Z a1 H
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There were questions on marriage in chapter 7, questions on things offered
to idols in chapters 8-11, questions on the spirit gifts in chapters 12-14,
questions on the resurrection in chapter 15 and questions on ecclesial
collections in chapter 16. EIMRZRTPAESE 7 2 —SLoc TSN ) 8, £F
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Our reading for today, I Corinthians 13, is in the middle of the section
of the letter dealing with the spirit gifts. It seems there were problems
which came from a wrong understanding of the real purpose of the spirit
gifts. The gifts were various extraordinary abilities such as being able
to speak in unlearned languages, or being able to prophesy or being able
to heal the sick. These were given by God to members of first century
ecclesias to assist the spreading of the gospel through the first century
world. Such wonderful signs demonstrated the divine endorsement of the



teaching of the gospel. They remained in place until the writing of the
New Testament was completed just before the end of the first century. [fi]
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Now some of the believers in Corinth had come to think that because they
had a spirit gift they no longer needed to work within the ecclesia and
to co—operate with the other believers. They had begun to think that they
were individually all-sufficient. They had become proud of their gift and
had begun to flaunt it for their own gratification. Paul had to remind
them that the ecclesia as a whole is the body of Christ. He is the head.
They had to understand that they needed to work harmoniously together as
a body. We note the words of I Corinthians 12:12, “For as the body is one,
and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many
are one body: so also is Christ”. In Christ we cannot be free agents, with
no responsibility to other members of God s family. We must work as members
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There is in this a very important lesson for us today. It is possible for
some to think that they have such self-sufficient talents that they don’ t
need other members of the ecclesia. The Apostle points out very clearly
from the analogy of the body that all parts are necessary to make up a
body. So it is in the body of Christ. Every member is a necessary part
with a function to perform, a role to play. We all need each other and
therefore we should greatly value the part each contributes to the
functioning of the ecclesial body. FEIXHA—ANXTEATS R+ EEAT)
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There also was a problem of some being jealous of the gift possessed by
another, and so they had begun to feel that because they didn’ t have the
gift they admired in another, they really didn’t feel that they belonged
to the ecclesia. We see this in Paul’ s figure of the body in I Corinthians



12:15, where he says, “If the foot shall say, because I am not the hand,
I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? The answer is of
course that it is part of the body, though it is not the hand. The body
is made up of a whole range of differing parts. So it is also in the body
of Christ, the ecclesia. MRWAFAEXFEN R, WIFSA AT I AHA
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Today we might easily come to think that because we are not doing something
prominent in the ecclesia then we don’ t really count in the ecclesia. Paul
raises this issue with the Corinthians by continuing to use the figure
of the body. He says that if all members were the same there would be no
body. Look at I Corinthians 12:17, “If the whole body were an eye, where
were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?”
In ecclesial life there are many roles to fulfil and not everyone can do
everything. We need to welcome and appreciate what others with differing
abilities can contribute to helping the ecclesial body function. So in
the first century, not everyone had the same gift. They needed to accept
their particular God—given gift and value the part played by others who
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In the last verse of Chapter 12 the Apostle moves to reveal that there
is something more vitally important in the life of a follower of Christ
than the spirit gifts. He says, “yet show I unto you a more excellent way”.
That far surpassing way is the way of love and it is the subject matter
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Chapter 13 is made up of the following sections: verses 1-3 show the vital
necessity of having the characteristic of love over the spirit gifts,
verses 4-7 define Bible love, and verses 8-13 show that the spirit gifts
will eventually cease but love will endure. 2 13 Bl JL/EE4HA: 26
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In this chapter the Apostle taught that to follow this way of love required
no spirit endowment whatsoever. Love was a matter of mental attitude. It
brought a whole new set of values to the Corinthian mind. It meant learning
to live the self-denying life of sacrifice for others. 7EiX—3 H{f%
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When Paul first arrived in Corinth he perceived how great was the sense
of human pride exhibited by the citizens and culture of that city. His
preaching of the gospel there emphasized the example of our Lord in living
the crucified life. He comments on this in I Corinthians 2:1, 2. “And I,
brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of
wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to
know anything among you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 34{#%
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The whole concept of the gospel Paul taught stood clearly in opposition
to human prowess and achievement. Paul set this principle pointedly
forward so that as verse 5 puts it, “your faith should not stand in the
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” {R% FHLEHIAE S HS T IR RS
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In I Corinthians 13 verses 1-2 the apostle therefore emphasized how
valueless was the possession of the whole spectrum of the spirit gifts
unless accompanied by love. In verse 3 he showed that the most dire
sacrifice of self, even to martyrdom, without love would be unacceptable
before God. JTLAYERFARZHI4S 13: 1-2 Fh, (RESRIHUIREA Z, WAFTHEIT
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The word translated love is agape in the original Greek text of I
Corinthians 13. It is a word which is unique to the New Testament. It is
a word used to summarise the character of God Himself in I John 4:8 where
we read, “for God is love”. It is a quality which has its source in God.
He is the origin of love as I John 4:7 expresses it: “Beloved, let us love
one another; for love is of (Greek ek = out of) God; and everyone that
loveth is born (that is begotten) of God and knoweth God”. Z7E&IHKZHI
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So back in I Corinthians 13:4-7, Paul proceeds to provide the Corinthian
believers with an understanding of agape love. IUAEFRATH:[CI 2B Z Fi
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He says it “suffers long”. This means it is slow to anger. It patiently
endures whatever challenges or circumstances might come. fhijiiE: “%%
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He says it “is kind”. It is gentle and warmly caring of others. Athiii%
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He says “love envieth not”. It is not jealous of what others have. fit
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He says it “vaunteth not itself”. It doesn’ t boast about its achievements.
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He says it “is not puffed up”. It doesn’t have an inflated or exaggerated

perspective of itself. Athiii: "ZREAKIE . EAKW B MEZIK.

He says it “doth not behave itself unseemly”. It acts consistently with
the principles of the Truth. fihii: "ZRAEFELEMFH". Zil LT EHHK
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He says it “seeketh not her own”. It does not promote itself or its ways.
As one translation (RSV) puts it, “Love does not insist on its own way”.
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is, it is not soon irritated or stirred up by whatever occurs. fthiji : ”
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He says it “thinketh no evil”. It doesn’t judge others and attach bad
motives to their actions. fhiii: "2 ATHEANFEE". W AMEw A, AR
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He says it “rejoiceth not in iniquity”. It finds absolutely no delight
in any form of injustice. fBiit: " AT IKA X" BLEASLEAT A LI
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He says it “rejoiceth in the truth”. It finds wonderful joy in sound,
honest, trustworthy dealings. fthiii: “5Z 2 RS EF” . W 2AEWELHIAT A
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He says it “beareth all things”. It covers its own privations so as not
to become burdensome to others. fihii: "2 NFAE", B0 A M A6
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He says it “believeth all things”. It is not suspicious of everyone. It
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He says it “hopeth all things”. It has a positive optimism about life.
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He says it “endureth all things”. It is not put off by life’ s tribulations.
It presses on resolutely towards the kingdom. fBiit: "% MNFHLM = A
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He says it it never faileth”. It is never driven off course. It never

wanes. fhift: “FIEAKAIEE", HIRT, FAEASTEHN.

When we review these characteristics of the love taught in Scripture, we
stand in awe as we see how they were totally outworked in the sacrificial
life of the one we have come together to remember today. Our Lord’ s example
surely encourages us to strive to follow his footsteps as the children
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In verses 8-13 the Apostle contrasts the temporary nature of the spirit
gifts with the endurance of agape love. He indicates that the gifts such
as prophecy, tongues and knowledge will cease “when that which is perfect
(Greek " telios’ = complete) is come, then that which is in part shall be
done away”. That which is in part relates to the spirit gifts. One had
this part or gift and another that part. For example, if one had the gift
of tongues then another had the gift of interpretation of tongues and yet
another the gift of prophecy. So the Apostle teaches, with the completion
of the writing of the New Testament, the spirit gifts would be phased out.
The need for such witness would cease. All of the answers to life in Christ
would, thenceforward, be found from the Bible, alone. fERFAZHEIF 13:
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So it is that in the words of verse 11, “when I became a man I put away
childish things” Paul calls upon the believers in Corinth to develop

maturity and to realize that the gifts of the spirit were but a passing
growing—up phase, a temporary crutch in establishing the Truth in the
first century. The time would come when they would cease. Clearly any who
claim to possess the spirit gifts today are not in harmony with the Word
of God. Any such claim is a total error. FrUAZEZS 11 AW HiiE: “PLk T
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In verse 13 the Apostle teaches that for the time being faith, hope and
love must continue. But understanding that eventually faith and hope will
be realized, he concluded that agape love is the greatest. As a summation
of the character of our God it will continue on into the kingdom, beyond
the fulfillment of our faith and hope. 7E%f 13 W H, {H{EHSAE, 15,
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Like the Corinthian brothers and sisters, we too struggle to rise above
the morality of our contempories. We too must seek the enlightenment that
comes with an understanding of the Scriptures. We too must seek to grow
more like our Lord who we remember in the memorials this day. In the Apostle
Paul’ s words in Ephesians 5:1-2, “Be ye followers of God as dear (agape)
children; And walk in love (agape) as Christ also hath loved (agape) us,
and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweetsmelling savour”. We are called upon to follow Christ’ s example in
giving ourselves for one another. 4 EFARZ K50 WU Ik —FF, oAl 1tH 75 2R
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So, too, the Apostle John in I John 3: 16-18, says: “Hereby perceive we
the love (of God is not in the original and should be deleted) because
he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren. But whoso hath this world s good, and seeth his brother have
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the
love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither
in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” FTlA, H{ELA AL —F 3: 16-18
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May we learn from our God this spirit of selflessness, this spirit of agape
love. Before us in the bread and wine is exhibited that spirit. May we
be drawn by our Lord’ s selfless love to show forth that same spirit one
toward another. Ay EEFRATTA] LR 22 B TCFA T Pk, 22 B0 2 I s vk .
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For Discussion ifig

1. To assist us in better fixing in our minds exactly what agape love is
in practice, review and discuss the meaning of each of the defining
statements of verses 4-7. 2. Discuss why agape love is the greatest. (See
verse 13). 3. Discuss why agape love is a more excellent way. (See 12:31).
4. For individual meditation: In what ways could I better show agape love
to my brothers and sisters? When will I commence?
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