Exhortation for 22/2/04- Reading Exodus 32 — Bro. Neville
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Dear Brothers and Sisters SEZZIK & W aHIRAT]

Greetings from the Tawa Ecclesia, Wellington, New Zealand. Hrpt-=2354k
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Our readings this week have taken us through the latter chapters of the
book of Exodus. We have read of the various ascents of Mt Sinai by Moses
as the children of Israel camped in the valley below. The nation arrived
at Mt Sinai in the third month after leaving Egypt and then stayed there
for almost a year, during which time Moses ascended the mountain seven
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The longest and most notorious of these ascents was the fifth one, which
is recorded for us between Ex 24-32. On this occasion Moses spent 40 days
and 40 nights in the Mount and returned to find the children of Israel
worshipping a golden calf. This incident is cited in the New Testament
by Paul where he says: “Now these things were our examples to the intent
we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. Neither be ye
idolators, as were some of them; as it is written (quoting Ex 32:6), The
people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play” (1Cor 10:6-7).
The history of the nation of Israel in the wilderness contains many graphic
and powerful lessons for us as we journey through the wilderness of life,
awaiting the return of our Lord and the establishment of his kingdom. H}
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Our story this morning begins in Ex 32. God had told Moses to climb the
mountain for the fifth time that he might (amongst other things) receive
the commandments of God written on tables of stone. Joshua had ascended
part of the way with Moses, leaving Aaron and Hur in charge of the camp.
During this time, there was a general feeling in the camp that Moses had
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As Aaron was the most senior leader still in the camp, the complaint of
the people fell on him (v1). They wanted to make a god to go before them,
because they had lost the leader (Moses) they would normally rely on for
this purpose. The excuse they gave was that Moses had been away too long,
but the New Testament record gives us the real reason: “In their hearts
they turned back to Egypt, saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before
us” (Acts 7:39-40). The truth was that Israel’ s sin had nothing to do with
Moses’ absence. The people had not grown weary with the wilderness journey,
they had grown weary with the Truth! We might well ask ourselves as we
break bread this morning: Where are our hearts? Are our thoughts intently
on the words of our prayers? Did we concentrate during the reading? If
we are breaking bread in a group, what will we talk about after the meeting?
Just how similar are we to the nation of Israel? KA WAS && P m
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Well, Aaron was in a very difficult position. He was not accustomed to
making decisions like this in Moses’ absence. He does not seem to have
had the strength of character his brother had to resist pressure from
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Perhaps Aaron thought he might delay the people’ s action by making them
pay a costly price by giving their gold earings (v2). If so, he was soon
to be disappointed. The people contributed willingly, and Aaron was now
forced to go through with the action. What is interesting, however, is
that those earrings represented the obedience of faith:”As an earring of
gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover on an obedient
ear.” (Prov). As the people removed their earrings, they removed the

reproof of wisdom. Now they were deaf to the Word of God. HVFIVAS4IR
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In verses 3-5 we read how Aaron made the golden calf. It seems from verse
5 that Aaron didn’t intend the calf to be an idolatrous object because
he immediately called a feast to Yahweh. What he wanted was tangible
evidence of the existence of God. Perhaps he thought of the calf as a
cherubic symbol, perhaps he felt it represented an animal of national
sacrifice, the largest animal used under the Law of Moses. There is no
question that Aaron sinned, but whatever his motive was, it seems to have
been more honourable than that of the people. & 3-5 1, FATE2EW
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As far as the people were concerned, the calf represented only one thing:
Apis, the bull-god of the Egyptians. Joshua 24:14 tells us that Israel
served idols in Egypt and Apis was a god of fertility. What is even worse
about this event, is that the people said in verse 4: “These be thy gods,
0 Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt”. These words
are a blasphemous play on the solemn words of God at the giving of the
Ten Commandments in chapter 20: “I am Yahweh thy God which have brought
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt
have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven
image ...” (Ex 20:2-4). Needless to say, the worship of a golden calf is
a direct violation of the first two of these commandments! But things got
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Despite Aaron’ s attempts to control the people, they ate, drank and rose
up to play (dance) (v6). Verse 25 tells us that the celebration degraded
to revelry and debauchery. All restraint was gone. In every sense, the
people returned to the ways of Egypt. “They changed their glory (God) into
the similitude of an ox that eateth grass” (Psa 106:20). A& WK
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Once again, there is a very pertinent exhortation in this. If we are ever
tempted to adopt the customs of the world in our ecclesial lives to change
our worship to make it more acceptable to new converts or to younger
members, then remember the lesson of the golden calf. Aaron thought he
was producing something, which would unite the nation in their worship
of Yahweh. But he chose a commonly recognised symbol of false worship.
Instead of uniting the nation in the Truth, he united them in apostasy
that subsequently cost many people their lives. Our ecclesias should be
sanctuaries of the Truth. Let’s keep them that way. FF—&, XHMAAIE
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Meanwhile, hundreds of feet up the mountain, oblivious to all that was
going on below, Moses was receiving the commandments of God on tables of
stone. God spoke to him in verse 7 and told him what was happening at the
bottom of the mount. Moses began the long descent down the hill side. T[fij
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In verses 15-16 listen to the emphasis given in the record as Moses makes
his way down the mount—two tables in his hand, written on both sides, this
side and that side, the work of God, the writing of God, graven upon tables.
This is not just Moses coming down the hill; this is the Law! Here was
a man in absolute unity with the words he came to speak. He represented
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When Moses gets within sight of the camp and sees the calf and the dancing,
he is seized with indignation. He takes the two tables of stone and
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It might appear that Moses was merely overcome with anger and that his
action was a rash one. But the emotions he felt were identical to those
of God. In verse 19 "Moses’ anger waxed hot”. In verse 11, God’ s anger



had “waxed hot”. He was at one with his God. The breaking of the tables
was merely the physical demonstration of what the people had already done
morally. When the nation first reached Sinai in Ex19:8, the people had
said, “All that Yahweh hath spoken we will do”. Now they had abandoned
their promise and served the idols of their previous life. FHiZ¥k, 1Ll
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Moses’ judgement was swift ( v20-24). First he destroyed the calf,
grinding it into dust and casting it into their drinking water. Next he
interrogated his brother, Aaron, whose weakness had promoted this
idolatrous situation. Aaron tries to minimise the consequences: “Let not
the anger of my Lord wax hot” (v22), he tries to minimise his involvement:
"For they said unto me, Make us gods” (v23), and he tries to minimise the
sin: “and there came out this calf” (v24). Aaron’ s transgression was
considerable. His pathetic answer only added to his crime. Many years
later, Moses tells how seriously God viewed Aaron’ s actions: “And Yahweh
was very angry with Aaron to have destroyed him: and I prayed for Aaron
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Finally, Moses went through the entire nation and sought out those
primarily responsible for the idolatry. With the assistance of the tribe
of Levi who stood faithfully with him, Moses executed 3000 idolators
(v26-28). At a time when the nation had disowned its loyalty to God, the
tribe of Levi espoused it. It would be easy in such a situation to take
a more partial view of the actions of those known to us than to those who
are not. But the Levites were true to their commission. Everyone primarily
involved in the worship of the calf, whoever they were, was killed. #
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Brethren and sisters, these things are extremely relevant to us because
the hour is coming for us too. The Father in heaven will one day tell His
Son to go back to his people as he told Moses to in this chapter. Scripture
abounds with warnings on this theme. In Luke 18:8, Jesus said,
"Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh, shall he find the faith on the
earth?” The answer to this question is undoubtedly, “Yes”, but the
implication behind it is that the faith might be very weak. S IHEKRAT,
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The problem of the golden calf began with the prolonged absence of Moses
from the camp. Without the direct leadership of their Divinely appointed
master, the nation quickly turned out of the way of the Truth. The Apostle
Paul has already told us that these things were written as an example to
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Like the children of Israel, we are also living in a time when our Divinely
appointed Master is not with us. Moses was absent for 40 days, a time of
probation. We are living out the time of our probation now in the absence
of our Lord. On this fifth ascent, Moses received from God the pattern
of the Tabernacle that would be the focal point of life in the ancient
kingdom of Israel. In the same way, Luke 19:12 tells us that our Master
has “gone into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to
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We are further reminded of the words of our Lord Jesus Christ in Matt 24:48
which relate to his imminent return: “The evil servant shall say in his
heart, My lord delayeth his coming”. It is easy for this attitude to
develop in us when there are so many other things in life that compete
for our attention. We can easily lose the vision and urgency of the calling
we have been given. We must resist distractions by maintaining our
separation from the influences of Egypt, waiting patiently and eagerly
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We might satisfy ourselves with the fact that we do not worship the idols
of the pagan religions about us and that it is most unlikely that we ever
would. But Paul said to the Colossians, “Covetousness is idolatry” (Col
3:5). Samuel said to Saul, ”“Stubbornness is idolatry” (1 Saml5:23). From
these verses it is obvious that the question as to whether or not we are
idolators is an extremely personal one. Anything that takes us from the
pure service of the Truth is idolatry. AT VFESE A S2FHECEAUT
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Our final point of exhortation comes from the words of Paul to the
Thessalonians: “But the Lord is faithful who will stablish you, and keep
you from evil. And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye
both do and will do the things which we command you. And the Lord direct
your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ”
(2Thess 3:3-5). As we now remember our absent Master and Lord as we partake
of the bread and wine, let us determine to keep ourselves from the defiling
influence of the world around us and in a holy way of life wait patiently
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Questions for Discussion ii£ Al

We mentioned in the exhort that the incident of the golden calf followed
the 5th ascent of Mt Sinai by Moses. It is a useful exercise to mark in
your Bibles the times Moses was up the Mount and the times he wasn’t. A
simple coloured line down the centre margin to indicate the times Moses
was up the mountain is sufficient. Here are the 7 ascents: FAIJZEX%l
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Ascent 1: ch 19:3-6 Ascent 2: ch 19:8-13 Ascent 3: ch 19:20-25 Ascent 4:
ch 20:21-24:2 Ascent 5: ch 24:9-32:18 Ascent 6: ch 32:31-33:3 Ascent 7:
ch 34:4-29 #— Fili: W MAC 19:3-6 55 Wk Bl HidR A0 19:8-13 5
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One of the things we didn’ t discuss in the exhortation was the fact that
God had thought to destroy Israel for their sin and begin the nation again
with Moses as He had earlier done with Abraham (Ex 32:10). Moses pleaded
with God that this might not happen, making his appeal with three points
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— Israel were the people He had redeemed from Egypt. They belonged to God.
- the Egyptians would see this destruction as a triumph for them and would
discredit God’ s purpose. — even if God could literally fulfil the promises
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob a different way, one of the fundamental
principles of the Abrahamic covenant was mercy and forgiveness. Moses
pleads for this disposition from God now. — DA% Eqth (1) MR IE[A]
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It would have been very easy for Moses to have accepted God’ s offer, but
he could identify personally with the plight of the nation. In similar
situations, God had extended great mercy to him. Consider the parallels
between Moses and Israel: X} T-BEPURUL, #5252 #H 125 T NAZoe AR 25 2 (1) 3
HEfb e ok BRI LAES IR INEE . fEARRIRE ST, Mgs TALEE Z 112 1K .
FEART 1T JEE Y R0 DL 271 B PR 0] HEE

Moses Israel Fled from Egypt Ex 2:15 Ex 14:5 Humbled in the Wilderness
Ex 3:11 Deut 8:3 40 Years Sojourn Acts 7:30 Deut 8:4 Encamped at Sinai
Ex 3:1 Ex 19:2 Angel speaks out of the Fire Ex 3:2 Ex 19:18 Do not come
Near Ex 3:5 Ex 19:12 Angel is Angry Ex 4:14 Ex 32:10 Angel seeks to Kill
Ex 4:24 Ex 32:10 Forsook Egypt Heb 11:27

Returned to Egypt
Acts 7:39
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The big difference between Moses and Israel, however, was that after all
God’ s dealings with Moses, his character changed. In Israel’s case, it
did not. AT, 7EEEVGRILAEZ (Al R I X AIAE T, BRTa, Oy BE DG ) I
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