Exhortation 21/12/03 - Reading Haggai 1-2 - Bro David Evans
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During this week we have read the prophecy of Haggai and now we are reading
through the prophecy of Zechariah. Often we can become a little confused
over these small prophecies that make up the last twelve books of the 0ld
Testament. However when we establish the time period when they were
written and fit this into its correct historical setting, we find that
these prophecies often relate to the circumstances of the times, with a
very encouraging message for the people and often a strong reproof because
of their sins.
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Once we know the background we will also see that the lessons for the people
then often apply to the days we live in today, and we too can be encouraged
by their message. This certainly is the case with the prophecies of Haggai
and Zechariah. Being prophets of God, their message also looks forward
to the day when God will establish his Kingdom here on earth under the
kingship of Jesus Christ.
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Let us look at the background of Haggai and Zechariah to see if we can
establish when they were written. The first verse of Haggai reads: “In
the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day
of the month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet unto
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son
of Josedech, the high priest” (Haggai 1:1)
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From this we note that < The word of Yahweh came to Haggai in the 2nd
year of Darius the King * It was the 6th month on the first day of the
month that he spoke ¢ Zerubbabel was the governor of Judah ¢ Joshua was
the High Priest
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Before we use these facts to find the historical setting let us look at
the beginning of Zechariah and see when he prophesied: “In the eighth
month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto
Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet” (Zechariah
1:1).
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From this introduction we see that ¢ It was again the 2nd year of Darius
that the word of Yahweh came to Zechariah ¢ Zechariah’ s first prophecy
was in the 8th month of that year.
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With these facts we can now look into the history of Israel to find why
God was moving these prophets to speak as they did to the children of Israel.
Turning back to Ezra 5 we find that these two prophets are mentioned, and
also the work they were involved in. “Then ceased the work of the house
of God which is at Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year of the
reign of Darius king of Persia” (4:24) “Then the prophets, Haggai the
prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews that were
in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, even unto them”

(5:1). “Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son
of Jozadak, and began to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem:
and with them were the prophets of God helping them” (5:2)
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So we see that for some reason the work of building the Temple in Jerusalem
had stopped and it stopped through to the 2nd year of Darius. Then in the
second year of Darius God moved these two prophets, Haggai and Zechariah,
to prophesy to the people and urge them to recommence the work of building
the Temple.



If we remember the background to the book of Ezra we will know that the
Jews had been in captivity in Babylon for 70 years as God had prophesied
through Jeremiah. We can imagine how many of these Jews would long for
the time when the 70 years would pass and they would be allowed to return
to Jerusalem again to worship Yahweh. Finally the year came as we read
Ezra 1:1-2: “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word
of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred
up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith
Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms
of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem,
which is in Judah” .
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Thus, as God had prophesied, Cyrus decreed that the Jews could return to
Judah to build the Temple in Jerusalem that had been destroyed by
Nebuchadnezzar. Many Jews in faith returned, and in Ezra we are told that
about 42, 000 returned with the aim to re—establish the worship of Yahweh
there in Jerusalem. In the 3rd Chapter we read how the people built and
dedicated the altar as the centre of worship: “The people gathered
themselves together as one man to Jerusalem. Then stood up Jeshua the son
of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar of the God of Israel,
to offer burnt offerings thereon” (Ezra 3:1-2).
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Once the altar was established for worship and praise the next project
was to build the Temple itself. The first step in this project was to lay
the foundations of the Temple because it had been totally destroyed 70
years earlier.
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When the foundations were laid there was great praise and thanksgiving
offered to Yahweh: “They sang together by course in praising and giving
thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever
toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they
praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was
laid” (Ezra 3:11).
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As we think back over what we have read let us consider some lessons for
ourselves in this. These Jews had been in captivity in Babylon for 70 years.
Now through the mercy of God they were allowed to return to their own land
and again worship Him. Look at the priority they placed upon first
establishing a place to worship God and offer offerings to Him. Rather
than build their own homes and become established first, they placed the
highest priority on having a place to gather together to worship God. Here
is a lesson for us all. Do we make worshipping God the highest priority
in our lives, or does our worship and thanksgiving take second place to
other things we classify as important.

HPATAARBZ L IR, AT LR RIR 2 ol LR B2
YR ETE T, BUER TR AT BRI E S i RO, Ak
IR R S — RS goe d O FEh,  BRES, A2 e EmE Al .
MATTHEREA T B ERAE I T i AL E b IO AT
ESCH. FAT1E A AT 4 AT H 5 A b e L I S A T e ? 2
A, AR T IRAT A SRR IR A T ?

Realise that these people returned to a city that was destroyed and to
a Temple that had been burnt and destroyed and laid waste for 70 years.
It would have been a very dismal site to return to. But they were people
of faith and they determined to work in the service of God as their primary
aim in life, and allow the other necessary things to take second place.
We remember the Lord’ s words: “Therefore take no thought, saying, What
shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto
you” (Matthew 6:31-33). We need to prioritise what we do and seek the
most important things in life first, trusting in our God as a true and
caring Father.
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Faithful Enthusiasm Tested A= .CoAIFVE

In Ezra 4 we see that God allowed the faithful enthusiasm of the people
to be tested. We read that “the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard
that the children of the captivity builded the temple unto the LORD God
of Israel” (Ezra 4:1). Throughout this chapter we see the various plots
they devised to stop the work of building the Temple. They finally had
a letter sent from the King of Persia which allowed them to stop the Jews
building the Temple. With this letter “they went up in haste to Jerusalem
unto the Jews, and made them to cease by force and power” (Ezra 4:23).
The work then ceased for about 15 years through to the 2nd year of Darius,
as we saw above (Ezra 4:24).
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It was in this 2nd year of Darius that Haggai and Zechariah spoke their
prophecies given to them by God. Did you notice the effect of these

prophecies on the people and especially on Zerubbabel the governor of the
Jews and Joshua the High Priest? We read: “Then rose up Zerubbabel the
son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the
house of God which is at Jerusalem: and with them were the prophets of
God helping them” (Ezra 5:2). Not only did Haggai and Zechariah speak
to the people in the Name of Yahweh—they also got in amongst them and
helped with the work. Here is a wonderful example for us all to follow.
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What was Haggai’ s Message? This morning let us now consider for a few
minutes the message of Haggai. What was it that he said to the people that
urged them to commence working on the Temple of God in Jerusalem?
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Let us look at his opening message in 1:2-5. He opens by saying: “This
people say, The time is not come, the time that the LORD’ S house should
be built” . They were saying that now was not the time to work on God’ s
house. They gave many reasons why it was not a suitable time to build the
house of God. Do you think we can ever do that? You see the ecclesia is
the “house of God” . Paul refers to it in this way: “the house of God,
which is the ecclesia of the living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). Do we see the ecclesia as a place where God should
be seen dwelling through His character revealed in each of us? Do we see
that each of us has a part to play in this building up of the ecclesia?
We all have a responsibility to build the spiritual temple of God—the
ecclesia. Paul says: “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and

foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of
God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chief corner stone” (Ephesians 2:19-20).

IERM B EE 5 2-5 WP IR AIIE. Abseit:” X E ki, 2 BRI A i K
WG AR R, AMTUIAEIEAS S B . ARATIZ0 % T2 I/ BB . &
TR XA ? AT B M FII K. R IEFEUE 7 X Kk
AR S, BRI 7 (FEBERET T 3:15) FRATIE e H e L)
K, XA AT RERA AN NG L2 BATESEE 2R NAR S 8
S5 BAVAAE TR R LA - #s. P U7 IR, ARITA
FHEANNFIRR, &5 22 4E R, S BN T 5 B s A 48R 26 0 AR
BB, AR A o s AT (BLIRRT D 2:19-20)

Let us see what Haggai went on to say to these Jews who had stopped building.
He asked: “Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and
this house lie waste?” (v4). What a shocking truth this revealed. They
had not stopped building altogether, but what they had been busy building
were their own houses, neatly cieled and comfortable, and had left God’ s
house still lying in ruins. They had been too busy with their own houses
to work on the house of God.

ARG UL B0 A L L S N T A AL b2 B IRSE,
PRAT B QI RAER N b5 2" (B 4 4Y) . X2 A2 ARSI OIS ! Al
IDFEAE G T, W ERENAEECKERE, THEd, mi=t
BRI HL. ARMTRIC T B O b5 7, A I TSEM R L.



Haggai gives them the warning— “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider
your ways” (v5). What this means is “set your heart on what you are
doing” . They were to carefully examine their lives and change their ways.
We have come here this morning to “examine” our hearts before God—to
see if we have been building a temple for God to dwell in. Or have we decided
that this is too hard so we have been busy doing what pleases us?
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This expression “consider your ways” 1is repeated several times by Haggai.
Look at v7-8: “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. {Heb.
Set your heart on your ways} Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and
build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified,
saith the LORD” . Haggai is telling the people to “examine” their
service to God. Had they been truly building a temple for God with all
their heart? Haggai tells the people to go and get wood and build. No matter
how basic and simple their task might be, even just gathering wood, if
they did it Yahweh said “I will take pleasure in it, and I will be
glorified” .
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Here is the lesson for us. We all have different abilities. God has given
them to us so we must not be despondent if we think we can only do a small
work in building the house of God. But we must all build as God has given
us ability. God does not need “things” in this world—he wants “us”
to be temples in which He can dwell through His Word. He wants to be seen
dwelling in us by the character we develop. We all need to consider our

ways before Him.
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As we finish this first chapter of Haggai we see the remarkable effect
that this strong exhortation for the people to “consider their ways”
had upon them: “All the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the
LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their
God had sent him, and the people did fear before the LORD” (v12). What
a wonderful response to the word of God spoken by Haggai. May we, like
those people, seriously consider our ways this morning before we take of
the bread and wine. It may be that we have not wandered from carefully
building that “temple” 1in our lives in which God is pleased to dwell.
But if we have, let us prayerfully “consider our ways” now. Let us seek
forgiveness for those things we have not done in His service and take of
the bread and wine and determine to be more like our Lord in the coming
week.
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Historical Background Chart to Haggai and Zechariah

586BC 536BC 516BC 70 years desolation Jer 25:9-13

Temple Destroyed 2 Kings 25:1-10 Temple Rebuilt Ezra 6:14-15

Ezra 5:1-2

Cyrus makes decree Jews can return to Jerusalem to build Temple Ezra 1:1-2

The above chart will help set the background in perspective. It is
suggested that a chart like this could be marked on paper and glued into
your Bible at Haggai 1.

The Prophecies of Zechariah and Haggai in the 2nd Year of Darius The Spirit
of Yahweh comes on Haggai and Zechariah Ezra 5:1-2 ¢ 6th Month Haggai’ s
first prophecy “Consider your ways” (Haggai 1:1-15) =+ 7th Month

Haggai’ s second prophecy (Haggai 2:1-9) + 8th Month Zechariah’ s appeal



“Turn from your evil ways” (Zechariah 1:1-6) <« 9th Month Haggai’ s
third and fourth prophecies (Haggai 2:10-19; 20-23) =+ 11th Month
Zechariah” s 7 Night Visions (Zechariah 1:7-6:15)

“Consider your Ways” This expression occurs five times in Haggai. The
Hebrew means “set your heart on your ways” —or carefully and honestly
examine what you are doing. The four places are 1:5, 1:7, 2:15, 2:18 twice.

Discussion points There are many places in the New Testament where the
figure of building a temple is used, indicating that if we allow the Word
of God and Christ to dwell in us we are like stones being prepared for
a temple for God to dwell in. You may like to have discussion on these
verses and see what lessons can be developed from them.

e Jesus - The chief corner stone— “The stone which the builders refused
is become the head stone of the corner. This is the LORD’S doing; it is
marvellous in our eyes” (Psalm 118:22-23; cp Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11)

* He is the foundation upon which we are to be built (Ephesians 2:20-22;
cp Isaiah 28:16)

+ We must be careful how we build (1 Corinthians 3:10-15)

» We are living stones (1 Peter 2:4-8). Look at all the quotes from the
0ld Testament in these verses that talk about Christ as a stone.

* We are building a temple for God to be seen dwelling in (1 Corinthians
3:16-17; 6:19-20; 2 Corinthians 6:16).

You may think of other quotes that you can discuss where, by the influence
of the Word of God on our minds, it is as if God is seen living in us by
our words and actions. An example is John 14:23.
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