Exhortation 30/11/03 — Reading Hebrews 4&5 — Bro Garnet A
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My dear brothers and sisters,

o 5% LS AR,

We are extremely privileged to be able to come together today to focus
our minds on the great work of our God in the sacrifice and resurrection
of Jesus Christ our Lord. In coming together week by week we are following
the God—given apostolic example that was established in the first century.
The Lord himself commanded his followers to remember him in bread and wine
when he said to his disciples, ”“This do in remembrance of me.” It’ s a good
and profitable thing therefore to gather as we do today.
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The word of exhortation is a time for careful reflection upon the word
of God. It is a time when we may take to ourselves more of its lessons
so that we may grow more like our Lord whose example we are exhorted to
follow. Peter says in 1 Peter 2:21: “For even hereunto were ye called:
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should
follow his steps”. This means that we need to learn to walk in his footsteps
and not in our own ways. It means we should seek to live according to the
pattern he has given us. It is the way of self-sacrifice.
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In the New Testament portion of our Bible readings for today, shared by
the family of God around the world, we have come to the Apostle Paul’s
Letter to the Hebrews. It was written to the Hebrews or Jewish believers
shortly before the destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman armies in 70AD.
It was therefore written at the end of the Jewish age. It was a very

dangerous time spiritually for the ecclesia as a whole, but particularly
for the Jewish believers. For them it was now nearly forty years on from
the wonderful events of the Day of Pentecost when 3000 had been baptised
as recorded in Acts 2:41. They had grown tired with time and had begun
to drift back to their old ways of Jewish worship and were in danger of



turning away from the blessings of the Truth in Christ back to the Law
of Moses. They lived, too, at a time of mounting nationalism. The Jewish
cause against the Roman oppressors could so easily seem to be so right.

FRAEFRA T A BRI AR 5K 2 B [F) 7 == 1K H st v Rl A RIRATTR BB 2935 77,
BRI R 2 S AR A TS .

EAEAEY G NI FE RN TR0 70 SRR IR RS ZiTA A S 45 A R NBBURA
(K1, R EPR NI ARGTRI R SR I A B AAE R ek
(RIESY], JEHARIRAFARE . DAL LR AE R A T4 NIRRT IR TR (CGER Bl Y)
JE VY45 FEAAEAT A% 2 B 14 A5 hidsk T 2T 3000 A2k, Bl I TA] i
R, L2/ R, JF HEZ JHa R RPN TR )53, JFH M
FLAS v LB RO (] 1 B P FRVR A o AT A A RO SR IR o AR N oxt
% NI R 38 g D AR5 IEAI .

Now immediately we can see that this is an epistle which has a great deal
to teach us as we live in the last times of the Gentiles. It is good for
us to reflect seriously upon the Apostle’ s exhortation to the Hebrews
today. Like the Hebrew brethren we too are at risk of growing tired of
waiting for Christ’s coming and of easily slipping back into old ways.
0ld habits and patterns of life are hard to overcome. We too can be caught
up in the nationalistic causes of our times rather than waiting patiently
for the Kingdom to come when all of this world s injustices will be solved.
What this remarkable letter to the Hebrews points out is the greatness
and completeness of the work of Jesus Christ to effect salvation for those
in him. He is demonstrated to fully answer all of men’ s true needs. How
fitting therefore today that we focus our minds on the instruction of this
letter as we prepare to remember Jesus Christ in the emblems.
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The book of Hebrews shows clearly the absolute folly of turning away from
the hope of the gospel as was taught by the apostles. We see the Apostle’ s
urgent appeal against such action in passages like Hebrews 2:1-3:
"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we
have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken
by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received
a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation”. And again in Hebrews 4:1: “Let us therefore fear, lest a



promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem
to come short of it”.
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Here we can see the plain warning that even though we, 1ike the Hebrews,
are baptised, there is a risk of falling away from the true teaching of
the Bible and its way of life and of losing the kingdom. There is a vital
need to remain separate from those who do not share the hope of the true
gospel. We cannot worship with other religions who do not believe the Truth.
The Apostle teaches clearly that unless we remain truly separate in Christ
we will lose our salvation.
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In Hebrews 3: 6 we read: “Christ was a son over his own house; whose house
are we, if, we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm
unto the end”. What a strong word is that little word “if” and what a
difference it makes! Paul is saying that Jesus Christ only operates as
High Priest for those who truly belong to his family, God s family, and
who show this in a consistent, faithful life, joyfully looking to the day
of the kingdom right to the end of their life.
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Jesus Christ as our High Priest

To help his readers grow in their understanding and confidence in Jesus’

role as High Priest, the apostle devotes a large section of Hebrews to
this theme. It commences in chapter 4:14 and continues right through to
chapter 10:18.

By way of introduction he says in 4:14: “We have a great high priest that
is passed into the heavens”. What a privilege and what a blessing to have
Christ as our representative, not on earth, but in the very presence of
God Himself! If the Hebrews turned back to the Law of Moses as they were
in danger of doing, they would have in Jerusalem only an earthly high
priest. This would be altogether inferior in every respect to what is
available in Christ. The religions around us too place great importance
on their leaders who are but men on the earth. We have a great High Priest,

the Apostle says. No wonder that he concludes verse 14 with a strong appeal,



“Let us hold fast our profession”. Clearly he is teaching that we need
to hold on strongly to the truth of the gospel as we have learned it and
confessed it to be our hope when we were baptised. Only when we are truly
in Christ can we have a great High Priest in the very presence of our God.
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Further in verse 15 the apostle encourages his readers to have every

confidence in the role of Christ as a great High Priest because he truly
understands our weaknesses, having fully experienced human nature. The
first half of the verse reads: “For we have not an High Priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities”. This means that we have
a High Priest who is able to sympathise with our weaknesses and understand
our needs. So even though Jesus is in heaven he is a most wonderful High
Priest. He is not remote from us. He has been one of us. He well understands
human nature, having once shared it. He knows how we are tempted and

exactly what our human weaknesses are because he has experienced them,
though he never sinned as the last part of the verse shows.
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On this basis and for these reasons verse 16 says: “Let us therefore come
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace
to help in time of need”. To come boldly is to come with confidence. It
is to be able to come to Christ without fear and therefore be able to speak
all that is in one’ s heart. He then, as our great High Priest, acts the
part of a mediator between ourselves and our God. He seeks to have mercy
extended to his people and not their overthrow. He seeks to have favour
shown to them when they draw near to God in their prayers. He is himself



the very expression of God’s mercy and grace, being God' s merciful
provision for forgiveness and restoration to friendship. What a great
blessing we are privileged to share in Christ our Lord! We have indeed
a great High Priest!
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When we come to chapter 5:1-4, we are introduced to the two fundamental
qualifications of the Aaronic priesthood

1. A priest must needs be able to sympathise with his people and

2. be called to the office by God.

The Apostle then establishes the outstanding credentials of the Lord which
enabled him to become our High Priest in verses five to ten. He draws
attention to the Lord s suffering in Gethsemane in verse seven, to
illustrate the Lord as “being compassed with infirmity” and he observes
that Jesus came to understand obedience from the things he suffered (verse
8). In verse ten he shows that Jesus, too, was appointed to his role by
God. We ought to particularly notice that Jesus was appointed under the
order of Melchizedec, and not that of Aaron. Jesus was not a continuation
of the Mosaic institution but he was of the king—priest order of
Melchizedec who lived in the days of Abraham, centuries before Moses was
even born. The Hebrews were to understand from this that the Law was but
a temporary add—on to the promises to Abraham and was now terminated. A
new greater order was in operation. They needed to separate from the things
of the Law and see Christ as the great fulfilment of that of which the
order of Aaron was but a type or shadow.

So for us today we ought not to be followers of the Law of Moses with its
earthly priests, offerings, sacrifices, holy days, sabbath keeping and
religious dietary restrictions. These things were but figures of the work
of Christ. These institutions form no part of our worship in Christ. As
the Apostle says in verse 9, we now have Christ as the author or source
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him. So now we are called
to follow the commandments of Christ rather than the Law of Moses. Like
the Hebrews, we need to see that we are not keepers of the Law but true
followers of Christ.



We need to take our Lord as our example and shape our lives after the
pattern he has, in his love, demonstrated to us. His was a life in which
the lusts of the flesh were denied and the exceedingly wonderful character
of Almighty God shown to mankind. He who we come to remember today is the
one who it is our wisdom to choose to follow.

The greatness of our High Priest is further illustrated when we move on
in the book of Hebrews.

In chapter 7 we see that because Jesus is immortal he represents an
unchangeable priesthood. Note the words of verse 24: “But this man,
because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood”. There is,
with Jesus, no failing with age or change with the passing of time. With
him there is a wonderful constancy. This is a great comfort to be assured
of. The priesthood of men is subject to change and inconsistency, but not
that of our great High Priest. What was true of his work for his people
in the time of the Apostle remains absolutely true today.

In chapter 9 we learn that not only is Christ a High Priest, but he has
also provided his blood as the basis of his entry into heaven itself. This
was typified under the Law of Moses. The High Priest could only enter the
Most Holy Place of the Temple once a year on the day of atonement. He had
to take with him animal blood as a basis of his acceptability in coming
before God, as it were. Hebrews 9:12 says: “Neither by the blood of goats
and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption.”

This is saying that the sacrifice of Jesus was the basis of him being
accepted to God s right hand. The death of Jesus declared in every way
that God was righteous, God was supreme and man was worthy of death. This
could never have been achieved by any animal sacrifice. Jesus was clearly
greater than all of the sacrifices under the Law. By being received into
heaven there was a clear demonstration that Jesus’ sacrifice was fully
accepted by God. It is therefore a sacrifice in which we can have every
confidence. With it we can find real and true forgiveness of sins.

Note how this is put in chapter 10:11-12: “And every priest standeth daily
ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins: But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins
for ever, sat down on the right hand of God”. What an immense difference!

In this confidence we come together today. We come to remind ourselves
of what has been achieved in the sacrifice of the Lord. We draw near to
our God today because we appreciate that we have forgiveness through the



work of our High Priest. The barrier of our sins has been removed. We no
longer need a temple or an earthly priesthood. We may come near Him
wherever in the world we are.

The Apostle says in chapter 10:19-25: “Having therefore, brethren,
boldness to enter into the holiest (that is God’ s very presence) by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for
us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; And having an high priest
over the house of God;

* Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with
pure water.

* Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he
is faithful that promised;)

* And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:
* Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of
some is;

* but exhorting one another: and so much the more as ye see the day
approaching”.

My dear brothers and sisters, we surely have a great High Priest. Let us
remember him today and let us go forward this week thankful and confident
that in him we can find forgiveness. Let us not fear his coming but look
joyfully forward to that wonderful day when those who have a good report
through faith receive the promises.
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Extra Notes
The Letter to the Hebrews

Who were the Hebrews? The letter is written to Jewish, or Hebrew believers
in Jesus Christ. It possibly was written to the Jewish believers in
Jerusalem as there was a very large community there of Jews who believed
in Christ. The Acts of the Apostles tells of the growth of believers in
Jerusalem. Acts 4:4; 5:14.

These Hebrew believers had always worshipped God by keeping the sacrifices
and ways of the Law of Moses before they came to accept Jesus as the Messiah.
Although they had been converted to Jesus Christ they were put under great
pressure and threatened with persecution if they did not renounce Jesus
Christ and turn back to the Law of Moses.

Paul (who it is thought wrote the epistle) very carefully in this epistle
sets forth the contrast between the lessons that the Law taught and the
greater work of Jesus Christ. He shows how the lessons of the Law pointed
forward to Jesus Christ.

Some Key Words in Hebrews that are used to show that Christ is “better”
than what the Law could offer. You may like to list them and even colour
them in your Bible.

* Better than Angels 1:4

* Better priesthood than that of the Law 7:7
* A Better hope than the Law gave 7:19

* A Better Covenant than the Law 7:22; 8:6

* A Better promise 8:6



* A Better Sacrifice than that of animals under the Law 9:23
* A Better reward 10:34

* A Better Country 11:16

* A Better Resurrection 11:35

* Better thing 11:40

* Better blood sprinkling 12:24

* Better response by believers 6:9

You may like to discuss these aspects of the letter
Another set of key words is “Let us”. They are called words of resolution.

Let us fear 4:1

Let us labour to enter 4:11

Let us hold fast our confession 4:14

Let us come boldly until the throne of grace 4:16
Let us go on to perfection 6:1

Let us draw near with a true heart 10:22
Let us hold fast 10:23

Let us consider one another 10:24

Let is lay aside every weight 12:1

Let us have grace 12:28

Let us go forth 13:13

Let us offer the sacrifice of praise 13:15
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These words of resolution can also be discussed or thought about and also
coloured in in your Bible.
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