Exhortation 2/11/03 — Reading Daniel 10 — Daniel — “A man greatly beloved”.
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Our dear brethren and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ, Over the past week
we have been reading one of the most amazing books of the Bible. We have
not just followed through the life of one of the most faithful people in
the 0ld Testament, but we have been given an overview of the history of
the world from the times of Daniel about 550 years before Jesus Christ
right through to today and beyond. Daniel was told of the time when “the
God of heaven shall set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed
(Daniel 2:44), and when we as “the saints of the most High shall take the
kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever” (Daniel
7:18). It certainly is a book in the Bible from which we can find real
encouragement for these evil days in which we live. Can we really imagine
ourselves possessing the Kingdom that God will set up when our Lord Jesus
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Because we read the book of Daniel with its 12 chapters in 12 days we may
not take time to realise that it actually covers events in the life of
Daniel that took place over a period of 70 years. In the first chapter
we meet Daniel as a young man taken into captivity around the age of 18.
By the time we come to the end of Chapter 12 we are reading of a man who
is around 90 years of age. In reading the book of Daniel we are reading
of a life lived completely in the service of his God. This is a great
encouragement for us all, no matter what age we are. R ATATEF K
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Let us then look at some of the events in the book of Daniel and try to
get a good picture of what we have read and also look for encouragement
from what we read. FHIEFANTKRE — MMEULEE A, DR
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Chapter 1 Do you remember that we were told that Daniel was taken captive
to Babylon in the 3rd year of Jehoiakim, there to be given a university



education that was intended to remove his trust in the God of Israel so
that he would worship the gods of Babylon. Their aim was to “teach the
learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans”. Many parents would have been
proud to have their son go to such a university for it was the best in
the world. Daniel’ s name was even changed to Belteshazzar, a name meaning
"keeper of the hid treasures of Bel”, the Babylonian idol god. What a great
upheaval in the life of such a young man but we see that his faith did
not waver. When offered the food that had been blessed by the gods of
Babylon he and his three friends refused. We are told that “Daniel purposed
in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’ s
meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the
prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself” (Daniel 1:8). %
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to all young men and women. Do we have the faith and courage to withstand
the deceitful offers of the world? Here is also a challenge to parents
— have you taught your children and grandchildren to put complete faith
in God and let Him overshadow their life? This first chapter has a real
challenge to us all, just as it tells of the challenge that Daniel and
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Chapter 2 This chapter tells of an event in the life of Daniel when he
was a young man about 20 years of age. We have become so familiar with
the Image Prophecy of Daniel 2 that we may not realise that again in this
chapter we see the remarkable faith of Daniel and his friends. Remember
that when Nebuchadnezzar had this dream he demanded of “the astrologers,
and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dream” and
its meaning (v2). They could not do that of course. They correctly said
that no one could tell the dream and its meaning “except the gods, whose
dwelling is not with flesh” (v11) This is just so much like today where
the most educated people cannot tell the future, but we know that God has
revealed these things to us through His Word. Zf % X—3il3k T{HLL
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Now when Daniel realised the serious predicament that he and his friends
were in we see yet another outstanding example of their faith. They prayed
to God desiring “mercies of the God of Heaven” (v18), and God heard them
and answered their prayer. Have we taught our young people to always take
their problems to God in prayer? Do they see in the older ones an example
of prayerfulness in all aspects of our life? IU{E, 4{HDAFHEEHFIfB A
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Note what Daniel did once God had answered their prayer. He immediately
thanked God before he went to tell the king the dream and its meaning.
Here is another lesson for us all. Do we remember to thank God when He
has answered our prayers? Let us always be people who are thankful to God.
Let us follow the instruction of the Psalm and “magnify Him with
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While the prophecy of the Image is so interesting and the way it has been
fulfilled has proven to be so exact, let us realise we only have the
interpretation of the dream because of the faithfulness of Daniel and his
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Chapter 3 % =% This chapter is not about Daniel but his three friends,
whom we met in Chapter 1. You will recall that their names were changed
also. Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were given the names, Shadrach,
Meshach, Abednego. Again these names enshrined the names of the gods of
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Nebuchadnezzar had set up the great image of gold in the plain of Dura
as a testimony to his greatness and the gods he worshiped. The decree that
Nebuchadnezzar made was that when people heard the sound of the music they
were to “fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the
king hath set up” (v5). We see it was to be an act of worship. Now no person



who believes in God would worship any other object so in this way Daniel’ s
friends were to have their faith tested. Would they obey the King or
disobey him and face death? We know that they refused to obey the king
— they would not bow to the image. JefiFH e EAEMFVHAL T — N4
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When Nebuchadnezzar questioned the three servants of God this was their
answer: “Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us.... But if not, be
it known unto thee, 0 king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship
the golden image which thou hast set up.” (v17-18). The question was very
clear in their minds — it was a challenge — whom did they serve? This is
the challenge to us today. The world wants us to serve it. But when we
were baptised we said we would serve God. Remember the chapter that was
read at our baptism. It was Romans 6 and says: “Know ye not, that to whom
ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey;
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God
be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the
heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free
from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness” (v16-18). JEfiFJE
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We are now servants of God. We cannot serve two masters. We must determine
whom we serve and give God full and total service. If we do that we will
hear the words of Jesus, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant”. &
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The final words of Nebuchadnezzar to Daniel’ s friends were this. “Blessed
be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel,
and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king’ s
word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any
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Chapter 4 We may recall that in Chapter 4 Nebuchadnezzar had another dream
and again Daniel interpreted it for him. The verse that we were impressed
with was verse 17 where we were told, “that the most High ruleth in the
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over
it the basest of men”. This is one of the most encouraging verses for us
all today as it reminds us that God is ruling in the nations. The many
international conflicts and problems we see at present we know are under
the control of our God and will finally end in Jesus returning to set up
the Kingdom of God. Knowing this takes away the worry and fear that other
people have because they do not know that God is in control. U Fk
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Chapter 5 This chapter takes us towards the end of the life of Daniel.
He is now an old man of about 90 years age. Nebuchadnezzar is dead and
his grandson Belshazzar is ruling in Babylon. It tells of the drunken feast
that he was holding at which he blasphemed the name of God by using the
vessels that had been taken from the Temple in Jerusalem, and praised the
pagan gods of silver and gold (v3-4). ZETiwE X —FyFRIMEDAFE A Ay iR &
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God responded by causing certain words to be written on the wall of the
place. As no one could read them it was decided to call Daniel to read
and interpret them. Here we see this old servant of God called to a drunken
festival to tell the people that God was to destroy the kingdom of Babylon.
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Here is a very important lesson for us all. Are we really ready for the
return of Jesus Christ when the foolish pleasures of this world will be
destroyed? Will we be faithful like Daniel or will we be caught up in the
foolish partying of this world as it waits for its own judgment? Let us
keep separate from all that is not holy and pure in this life so that we
may be found acceptable when Jesus Christ returns. iXs&—PAEH EE
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Chapter 6 In this chapter Daniel was cast into the lions’ den. Again this
is a chapter that tells what happened when Daniel was about 90 years old.
He had been elevated to a very important position in the Medo—Persian
Empire because of his honesty and faithfulness. Those who hated him tried
to find fault in his ways but could not. We are told “they could find none
occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any
error or fault found in him” (v4). What a wonderful character to have.
Do the people who know us see us as upright at this? /& AX —=H
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We know the plot they made to catch Daniel. They had the King make a decree
that his subjects were not to make petitions of God or man for 30 days,
knowing well that Daniel prayed three times a day. Here again we have a
very good exhortation for ourselves. Do people know that we really do
believe in God and that we pray to Him regularly? Even when the decree
was made Daniel did not change his ways: “He went into his house; and his
windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as
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He did not worry about the king’ s decree as he trusted in God and really
believed in Him. We know that he was placed in the lions’ den but that
God delivered him. When the king came to see Daniel the next day Daniel
said: "My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that
they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me;
and also before thee, 0 king, have I done no hurt” (v22). Daniel was

delivered “because he believed in his God” (v23). What a wonderful lesson
we have in this. Let us be people who pray regularly to our God, believing
He is there and that He does hear us. fhECIEMIMEFEM, FEAFHL EMAG
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We have together looked at some of the wonderful examples that tell of
the character of Daniel and his friends. They have given us some strong
lessons that we should follow. The remaining chapters in Daniel tell
mainly of the prophecies that were given to him. However Chapter 9 has
a wonderful prayer that Daniel offered to God for his people and Jerusalem.
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As we come to the end of the book we read a title that God uses when he
speaks of Daniel. It is found in Daniel 9:23; 10:11 and 10:32. In these
verses God refers to Daniel as “a man greatly beloved”. What a wonderful
title to be given by God — to be a person whom God greatly loves! This
of course is what we would all desire to be called by God. The way we can
gain this title is to follow the example of faith and holiness that Daniel
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Yet there is one greater than Daniel whom we should follow in our life
and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. Of him God said, “This is my beloved
son”. God loved him because he always did his Father’s will and showed
the character of his Father to us all. As we come to remember him this
morning with the bread and wine let us examine our lives and follow his
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