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Our dear Brethren and Sisters, FA1ZEZ W WHIE{]: We come today in
our readings to Jeremiah 10. Over the last 10 days we have been following
the warnings that Jeremiah was constantly giving the inhabitants of
Jerusalem that God would punish them for their wickedness. He continually
told them that God would bring a nation from the north to sweep down like
an upturned boiling pot of liquid that would cover the land and destroy
them. Jeremiah was shown this in the opening vision in Chapter 1. “The
word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou?
And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north.
{toward. .. : Heb. from the face of the north} Then the LORD said unto me,
Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of
the land.” (Jer 1:13-14).
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Background ¥ However before we look at today’ s reading let us consider
the background to Jeremiah’ s prophecy. We are told that he commenced his
prophecy in the 13th year of Josiah and continued his work right through
to the 11th year of Zedekiah (Jeremiah 1:1-3). That was a period of 41
years. We may also know that the 11th year of Zedekiah was the year that
the army of Babylon, which had come from the north, finally broke into
Jerusalem and destroyed both the city and the Temple. Thus as we see from
the opening vision of Jeremiah of the boiling pot that was to be poured
out, Jeremiah not only saw this vision of judgement to come, but also lived
to see it actually fulfilled.
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We are also told that Jeremiah was a priest and that he came from Anathoth,
the town of the priests, just 5 km from Jerusalem. As a priest he had the
privilege of entering the Temple and teaching the people of God s ways.
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Josiah had been a very godly king who tried to turn the people back to
God. We read of this in 2 Chronicles 34:3-4: ZPGW ¥ & — P EWI L,
AR A AT T B 3 b BRATTZEARIE T 34:3-4 1323

"For in the eighth year of his reign, (Josiah was 16 years of age at this
time) while he was yet young, he began to seek after the God of David his
father: And in the twelfth year (Josiah was now 20 years old) he began
to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the high places, and the groves, and
the carved images, and the molten images. And they brake down the altars
of Baalim in his presence; and the images, that were on high above them,
he cut down; and the groves, and the carved images, and the molten images,
he brake in pieces, and made dust of them, and strowed it upon the graves
of them that had sacrificed unto them”. “fthfF EZE/)\H, (LPHITIXE]
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Josiah tried very hard to remove all the idols and pagan worship from the
land and turn the people back to Yahweh. While he was doing this God sent
Jeremiah as a young prophet to help him. However after the death of Josiah
his sons who reigned were wicked and allowed the people to turn back to
worshipping idols. Jeremiah was sent to tell the people that if they
continued in these evil ways they would be taken captive and the city
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Jeremiah warns the people at the Temple — Chapter 7

As we read this 7th Chapter we are amazed to realise that Jeremiah is
actually at the Temple in Jerusalem speaking these words to the great crowd
of people gathered there to worship. Notice how it starts: “Stand in the
gate of the LORD’ S house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the
word of the LORD, all ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship
the LORD” (v2). Try to imagine the people’ s surprise to hear Jeremiah’ s
words. They thought they were coming to worship as God wanted them to,
but Jeremiah tells them that their worship was not at all acceptable.
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His opening words were, “Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause
you to dwell in this place”. They had actually come to “worship” but
Jeremiah says unless they amended their ways God would not accept their
worship. Here is a lesson for us. We come here this morning to worship
- but have we examined ourselves to see if we really are doing God s will
in our lives? Remember Paul’ s words: “Let a man examine himself, and so
let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not
discerning the Lord’ s body” (1 Corinthians 11:28-29). We need to be very
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Notice Jeremiah goes on to tell the people to “throughly amend your ways
and your doings” (v5). They needed to take some very drastic action to
fix their personal problems. What were they doing? “Behold, ye trust in
lying words, that cannot profit. Will ye steal, murder, and commit
adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after
other gods whom ye know not; And come and stand before me in this house,
which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these
abominations?” (v8-10). They were worshipping idols, burning incense to
Baal and still coming to worship. We may ask, “How could they do that?”
But we should ask, Do we do that kind of thing at times? Do we have idols
we trust in that replace our faith in Yahweh at times? It may be our
education, our money, our sport or entertainment, thinking they will give
us lasting pleasure and provide for us. We need to realise all we have
is from God and always give Him the glory, not looking for other “gods”
to trust in for security or pleasure. 1G5 = HSAIKGREE R AATT “SEAEN
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A Den of Robbers (v11) Jeremiah realised that the priests were making money
out of the people by selling them the animals for worship contrary to what
God intended. You will recall that Jesus quotes these words after he had
cleansed the Temple in Jerusalem by casting out the moneychangers and
those selling animals there. Jesus said, "It is written, My house shall
be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves”
(Matthew 21:13).
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How disgusted Yahweh would have been to see the Temple that was built to
worship Him, turned into a place for making money for covetous priests.
Because of the utter wickedness of these priests he says to the people,
”Go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my name at the
first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel”
(v12). Shiloh was where the Tabernacle had been set up when Israel came
into the land. However because of the wickedness of Israel it had been
destroyed. There was nothing at Shiloh, and it was a stark reminder that
God does not tolerate wickedness. S22 A K EE PRERT, 44th ZF 21 A1
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The sins of the people were so severe that God said to Jeremiah, “Pray
not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither
make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee” (16). He then lists
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1. “The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the
women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour
out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger”



(v18). The whole family were involved in making little cakes that were
associated with the worship of the “queen of heaven” — or the moon goddess.
Such customs have been brought from paganism into many religions today.
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their abominations in the house which is called by my name, to pollute
it” (v30). They had actually set up idols in the Temple itself in
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of Tophet, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons
and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded them not, neither came
it into my heart” (v31). They actually practised the evil pagan worship
of burning their children in sacrifice to the pagan god in the valley of
Hinnom. The Hebrew for “valley of Hinnom” is Ge Hinnom, which in the Greek
is Gehennah — a word rendered “hell” in some English translations. “fif
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With such wicked practices the people still went to the Temple on the
Sabbath and on special feast days, thinking God would be pleased with their
worship. What they did not realise was that God did not want sacrifices
but obedience to Him and His law. “This thing commanded I them, saying,
Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk
ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto
you. But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the
counsels and in the imagination of their evil heart, and went backward,
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From the 7th chapter through to the 10th Jeremiah has been telling them
of their sins and the certainty of coming punishment if they did not repent.
However the false prophets and priests opposed Jeremiah, saying there
would be peace: “For every one from the least even unto the greatest is
given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest every one
dealeth falsely. For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people
slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace” (Jer 8:10-11).
Jeremiah had told us of these people earlier in 6:14: “They have healed



also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace;
when there is no peace”. How sad Jeremiah must have been — he warned of
coming judgment because of wickedness but the false priests and prophets
said he was wrong for God would give peace to Jerusalem and her people.
It is like the cry of peace and safety today when we know from the word
of God that soon Jesus Christ will return and bring judgment to this evil
world. Paul warned: “For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace
and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a
woman with child; and they shall not escape” (1 Thessalonians 5:2-4). Let
us never be deceived by such cries of peace — God will judge this world
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The Vanity of Idols — Chapter 10 In our chapter for today Jeremiah makes
the contrast between the pagan idol gods and Yahweh, the living God.
Jeremiah opens the section with these words, ”“Learn not the way of the
heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are
dismayed at them. For the customs of the people are vain” (v2-3). The word
“vain” means “of no value, useless”. The word gives the idea of it being
"nothing”. He then shows that the idols made by men cannot speak, they
cannot do good or evil. They are just wood covered with gold or silver.
In contrast to these useless idols Jeremiah reminds the people of the
wonderful qualities of Yahweh. He states—
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* Yahweh is great and mighty (v6) HEFI4ER KEEN S (556 1) * Yahweh is
the “King of Nations”. This means that the gods of those other nations
did not exist at all (v7) HEFI4ER “OTEFE” o 2EGE N E R MRAALE
F (585 77) * There is none wise like Yahweh. (v7) E AP ASNGEELHBAN
£ (5 7)) * He made the heavens and the earth (v12) HEFI#EIE TR (&
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He concludes with these words, “The LORD is the true God, he is the living
God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and
the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation.” (v10). If Yahweh
is the living and true God then the idols are not gods at all: “They are
vanity, and the work of errors” (v15), and are “falsehood, and there is
no breath in them” (v14). Yahweh alone is the living God. ABUA N1 HI45
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We may feel today that we will never follow idolatry. However we all can
be deceived by various idols that we feel may give us security or pleasure.
Paul said to the brethren in Colosse that covetousness is idolatry,
(Colossians 3:5). He says the same to the Ephesian brethren. (Ephesians
5:5). If we have any idol in our hearts we are idolaters. The problem with
idolatry is that it deceives us so that we do not realise that our love
or trust in our idol has replaced our love and trust in Yahweh. Isaiah
wrote of the person who worships an idol: “A deceived heart hath turned
him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie
in my right hand?” (Isaiah 44:20). Once a person has an idol in his heart
he cannot see that it has deceived him. He continues to trust the lie that
it will actually do him good and benefit him. But how can material things
really have any power to save us? FA 14 RWVFIEA H 40 A2 2 FERE
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As we come to partake of these emblems that speak of a risen, living Lord
and tell of the power of God to save, let us examine our hearts and see
if there is an idol there that hinders our complete trust in Yahweh. If
there is, now is the time to remove it and commit our ways to Him as the
One whom we love and in whom we place our complete trust. 331 EIX
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