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This morning by way of exhortation we will look at three major incidents
in the Gospel of Matthew that are recorded in today’ s reading of Matthew
14 — the death of John the Baptist, the feeding of the 5000 and the calming
of the sea.
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The Death of John the Baptist
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Why was John in prison in the first place we may ask? Herod who is mentioned
here in Matthew 14 was Antipas, the ruler of Galilee. It was his father,
Herod the Great, who was Ruler in Matt 2 when the wise men came asking,
"Where is he that is born king of the Jews?” and who then had all the
children two years old and under put to death in Bethlehem. Historians
describe him as an Idumean in race, a Jew inreligion, a heathen in practice
and a monster in crime. Upon his death Archelaus inherited half his
territory. A 4th part of his kingdom was given to a brother of Archelaus
namely Antipas, the murderer of John, who is styled by historians as “a
wily sneak” and whom the Lord himself named “that fox” (Luke 13v32).
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The Herodians who were Idumeans (descendants of Esau) were originally
elevated to power by the Romans. From this extended family developed a
religious sect known as the Herodians who, together with the Pharisees
and Sadducees, plotted to destroy our Lord. (Compare Matt 22v16, Mark
3v6).
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Herod had put away his first wife so that he could marry Herodias who he
had lured away from his brother Phillip. This was a total disregard of
the Godly principles of marriage. This adultery, openly practised by one
of the ”"leaders” of the nation, could only have a disastrous affect on
the morals of the people. John, being a man of God, could not rebuke the



nation and yet stand by and ignore this wickedness by their ruler. Being
a man of faith and certainly not a respecter of persons, he admonished
Herod to his face and no doubt repeatedly in the audience of many who came
to hear him preach on the banks of the River Jordan.
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For this Herodias wanted John put to death, but Herod instead imprisoned
him for he “feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy” (Mark
6v20). The day came when this wicked woman saw the opportunity to have
John killed. At the birthday celebrations for Herod her daughter pleased
Herod with her dancing and he foolishly promised her whatever she asked.
At her mother’ s request she asked for the head of John.

Thus a faithful servant of God who had fulfilled his calling till the day
of his death was beheaded.
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John was a man committed to the work God had given him. What an exhortation
he is to us to “preach the word in season and out of season, reprove, rebuke
with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4v2). Whether it was an
insignificant farmer or a rich ruler, John was not afraid to express the
principle of God’ s righteousness to all who were in need of correction
and help. We too can learn from his example of steadfastness in the face
of opposition. Let us think upon the words of the Lord “Ye shall be hated
of all men for my name’ s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be
saved” (Matthew 10v22).
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Jesus himself would have been greatly grieved when he heard of the death
of his beloved cousin and fellow labourer (vv12-13) for not only were they
united in their work but also it was a solemn reminder to Jesus that it
was now only 12 months till his own crucifixion, being as it was close
to Passover (John 6v3). Jesus saw the need for himself and his disciples



to come apart for a time to rest and meditate after the death of John the
Baptist; and so they departed by ship for a desert place. Mark is more
detailed (Mk 6v31) when he records that they needed to rest as they were
so busy they did not even have time to eat.
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The Feeding of 5000
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As the ship reached the “desert” place it was far from deserted as vl4
states: “And Jesus went forth and saw a great multitude and was moved with
compassion toward them and healed their sick”. Here we learn the true
spirit of self-sacrifice—Jesus’ needs were put aside for the needs of the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. How often we feel we need time to
ourselves, and will not put ourselves out for others—we feel we have done
enough for the Truth or we are too tired! Not so with our Master who was
always ready to help those who needed his care.
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And so the good Shepherd sat down and taught the people, as Mark 6:34
records, and healed their sick. The day was coming to an end and the shadows
of the surrounding hills were steadily creeping upon the multitude sitting
listening to the perfect Teacher. So we ourselves are all faced with the
waning of 1ife. The sun surely sets eventually on every person on the earth
as we are all mortal; however we lean upon the words of our Lord who as
the true Shepherd will give us that food that will lead to eternal life.
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The disciples urged Jesus in v 15 to send the multitude away to buy food
for themselves. Note Jesus' answer inv 16: “Give ye them to eat”. No doubt
this statement by the Lord astounded the disciples and they replied: “We
have here but five loaves and two fishes”. Mark records that they



asked:”Shall we go and buy 200 pennyworth of bread?”. But Jesus had
something more profound in mind. The type of bread he was offering the
multitude could not be bought with money. Compare Isaiah 55 vl: “Ho every
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come
ye buy and eat; yea come buy wine and milk without money and without price.
Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? And your labour
for that which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that
which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your
ear and come unto me: hear and your soul shall live; and I will make an
everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David”. We must
listen to the voice of the good Shepherd and learn to hunger and thirst
after righteousness. Even Moses told Israel in the wilderness: “Man doth
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of the Lord” (Deut. 8v3 see also Matt. 5v6).
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It is interesting to note that to be fed by our Lord has a cost. Firstly
his life was given for our sins that we might have the hope of attaining
to his glory, and secondly we need ourselves to be labouring in our desire
to receive his spiritual food. To hunger and thirst after righteousness
means that our hunger and thirst has not been satisfied with the food that
this world can offer.
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In verse 19 we see that Jesus commanded the people to sit down on the grass
and then he took the five loaves and two fishes, gave thanks and his

disciples distributed it to the multitude. And so this wonderful miracle
took place, and when they had all eaten there werel2 baskets full left.
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The contrast here with the earlier feast of King Herod is unmistakable.
His was a sumptuous feast to celebrate himself and it became a feast of
death; on the Galilean hillside stood a greater king than Herod who gave
a feast of life. The food was meagre, just bread and fish; but it was
multiplied to satisfy a host of people. Jesus who gave the feast was the
greater Son of David in contrast with the usurping house of Edom; and by
this foreshadowed the gift of himself for the salvation of man. As they
partook of bread so they (and we) must partake of him if we are to have
life. Look at John 6v56: “He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood
dwelleth in me, and I in him”.
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The fact that there were five loaves and two fishes is symbolic in itself.
Five is the number of grace and the two fishes can typify the two classes
of people that are drawn to Christ, Jew and Gentile. The food miraculously
provided is like the manna given in the wilderness. Jesus is both “the
living bread” and “meat that endureth unto the end” (John 6v51, 27).
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In verse 20 of Matt 14 we see that there were 12 baskets full the fragments
collected. No doubt the baskets would have belonged to the 12 disciples
who themselves benefited from the miracles of Jesus. With the bread
symbolic of the word of God, the 12 Apostles took that spiritual food to
the uttermost parts of the earth.
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After the feeding of the 5000 we read in verse 22 that Jesus constrained
his disciples to get into a ship and sail to the other side of the Sea
of Galilee, while he himself went up into a mountain alone to pray to his
Father. Here we see the need for prayer that Jesus always had—as Son of



God he often quietly went aside alone to pray to His Father. We likewise
should always make time to speak with Him who cares for us and provides
all our needs. Jesus needed his Father’s strength to help him with his
work, and so we too need to pray constantly to our God, who is our Heavenly
Father to help us.
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The Calming of the Sea
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In the latter part of this chapter our Lord performs another miracle as
he walks on the Sea of Galilee and calms the storm. His disciples were
struggling in vain against the stormy tempest that had arisen and they
would perhaps have even begun to worry that they would not survive. It
was between 3am and 6am when Jesus came walking to them on the water. This
whole scene described here is symbolic also of the work of our Lord. In
the feeding of the 5000 it is recorded that the day was ”“far spent” (Mark
6v35). Jesus had departed to be with his Father in prayer (symbolically
ascending to heaven), and the disciples were left to toil in the dark world
of life in the sea of nations. We all toil on this sea, but if we are “in
Christ” we are safe as long as we maintain our vigilance against the

worldly storms that would swallow us up.
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In Mark 6v48 we read:”And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was
contrary unto them”. Jesus was conscience of his disciples and the danger
they were in, even as he is conscience of us also in our trials. He has
compassion towards us if we suffer for his name. John 6v17 says: “And it
was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them.” The sense of the Greek here
is that they were expecting him. Again here is a picture of the saints
throughout the ages including us today, as we toil in life waiting

expectantly for the return of our Lord. The storms and tempests of life
around us must be borne with faith, courage and determination until he



returns. In Matt 14v25 it tells us that he came in the fourth watch which
is the last watch before daybreak. And so when Jesus does return it will
be the dawning of a new age when God’ s glory will fill this world and dispel
all the darkness of the evil night.

e 6:48 thIRATE S|, HRBR"F W I0E, BIXAN, FEAEELE . "Rl
B I AR RS, BRI, AR ] BT 2 AR, At M RAT]
RG22 BT 32 07 . L4084 6: 17 Fhil: “ROEHET, HRERIAEA k2
AR . 73X A A B SO S A W B HR R ) 2 e IX PR A TR IR T — IR e 5
AN B A A, fer B 4 h AR MR SR B P ke . FAT TR 0
TR 52 BEBATT ) R LA A TG P PR, — A% B R R 1 [
Ko HIRAETE 14: 25 HURFRATHBSRAE A0 A VY SR B4R, 3t AE RIKE R
SGIINA o Y HBERELE PR IR IR P I, KR AR A RN DR et A, A%
(1) R AL HE R PRI I A ) 58

Peter in vv28-31 shows us his confidence in his Lord by walking to him
on the sea! But in the turmoil of the waves his faith floundered and he
cried out to Jesus, “Lord, save me”, and Jesus stretched forth his hand
to him. These will be the words on our lips at the judgment seat of Christ,
when we see all our failings and cry out for his mercy and love to save
us.
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When Jesus entered the ship the sea became a great calm, typifying the
peace that will follow at the return of our Lord. His disciples worshipped
him saying, “0f a truth thou art the Son of God”. Such praise will be on
the lips of all who have faithfully endured and enter into the Kingdom.
May we all share in the joy of that day with the apostles and all the other
faithful throughout the ages who have patiently endured the storms of life.
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Let us now partake of the emblems of the bread and the wine which symbolise
his flesh and blood which he sacrificed for our salvation, that we may
have life and have it more abundantly, giving praise to the God of Israel
for his wonderful calling.
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