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Good morning my dear brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ. We
come together again on the first day of the week to remember our Lord Jesus
Christ. We remember his perfect life of obedience to his Father. He was
the only man who could truly say his meat was always to do his Father’s
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So on this day we are caused to reflect on our own shortcomings as we
consider his perfect obedience. We think of the fact we could have served
God better and that we have not devoted ourselves totally to God as our
Lord did. Many of our failings are due to our lack of faith. We know that
faith comes by hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17), but so often our
minds wander from the word of God. We think about other things in the world.
We look at the world around us which naturally appeals to our lust—the
lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of 1ife (1John 2:16).
And so when we satisfy these lusts we sin and become the enemy of God.
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Ever since God called out a people for His Name they have had the same
problem—of being drawn into the world around them. When Israel entered
the land, they became fascinated with the gods of the nations around them,
wanting to be like them and follow their evil ways. &4 RGBT
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We are called to be holy for God is holy. We must be in the world but not
of the world. In one of the last prayers our Lord uttered before he was
taken and crucified he prayed for his disciples: “I pray not that thou
shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them
from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world”
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Yet we know our natural affection is for the things of the world. We want
to be like the people around us. It is hard to be different, to walk on
the narrow, constraining road which leads to life eternal in the Kingdom.
The wide road upon which the vast mass of humanity is travelling seems
easier to our natural perception, but the eye of faith looks past the
difficulties of the narrow way to the joy set before us in the Kingdom
with our Lord who has given us his example to follow. He, “for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
set down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2). K
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The People Ask for a King LA AR+

We see ever so clearly the folly of wanting to be like the world around
us in the chapters we are reading in Samuel. Israel were God s people.
He had selected them to reveal His Name and He was their King. If they
continued to obey His commandments they would receive wonderful blessings
fromHim. But the Israelites did not have an eye of faith. The other nations
had powerful kings to rule over them and Israel also wanted to have a king
they could see. They said: “We will have a king over us; that we also may
be like all the nations; and that our king may judge us, and go out before
us, and fight our battles”. We might ask was this really so wrong to want
to be like the other nations and to have a human king? We see how God felt
about this in 1 Samuel 8:7: “And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto
the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not
rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over
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So we see how serious this was. Because the Jews wanted to be like the
other nations God felt they had rejected Him. God had blessed them with
so much, yet they took this for granted and wanted a human king. The people



were so stubborn that although they were told that having a king would
cause them much misery as we read in 1Samuel 8:10-18, they were still
adamant that they wanted one—they did not care that they were rejecting
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We really see their lack of faith in verse 20 of this chapter when they
explained why they wanted a king “that we also may be like all the nations;
and that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles”.
Weren’ t the people aware that God fought their battles for them? No, they
wanted to be just like all the other nations and so had rejected God. He
had brought them into the land of Israel, the land of milk and honey. They
had been blessed with peace and quietness, large families, and plenty of
herds and food of all kinds. They forgot it was the invisible God who gave
them everything. They took all these blessings for granted, yet felt
inferior to the other nations who seemed to have things easier, who seemed
more secure with a king they could see to rule over them. fEIX—%[1]
20 5 HIRATE REHE H LLESI N IAME, M 1 ESRAZ B s e “ A RAT 1%
FIE—FE, A ERIIAT, GEAT, AT, 7 MEERNEAE L
2R LEHIEERS 2 AT o AT AR AR LA B R —#F, RIS 48 T s
Pl SUABATTRE AN A B I PR E W S & T, IR E %, T A
TOHE R SR L AT TR T E AN DL A8 T ARAT ) —
I, AT TN 3 2IX 2848 40 2 BT 24 18 o SR ARAT I S S i AN an sl (R L 28, 1)
MHEFEERMF LR, AN ERBLFEZS.

It is also noteworthy that Israel never requested a God—fearing king, one
who would rule with the fear of God. They wanted someone who would look
impressive, but they weren’ t concerned what was in his heart. So God in
His infinite wisdom gave them what they wanted, not what they needed. It
reminds me of a saying, “Be careful what you pray for, you might get it”.
We need to be very thoughtful what we ask God to give us in our prayers.
In the highly important matter of choosing a king for Israel .Samuel,
although grieved by the people’ s lack of faith, still waited for the lead
from God and prayerfully and circumspectly did what God told him to do.
He is an excellent example of someone who always served God with all his
might whether he was happy with the circumstances or not. He could have
gone into exile and left the work as he felt rejected by the people, but
God reminded him they had not rejected him, but God Himself. {EfSyE =
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Saul Meets Samuel the Prophet 9% 544Nt H UL In chapter 9 we read
how God directed Samuel to Saul. In verse 2 we read he was “a choice young
man, and a goodly: and there was not among the children a goodlier person
than he: from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the
people.” He was exactly what the people wanted, someone to be proud of.
They were ashamed to have an invisible King, but now all the surrounding
nations would know about Israel’s king. There is no mention that he was
godly, that he wanted to teach the people the ways of God, that he studied
his Bible everyday. This wasn’ t important to the people. And we know the
ultimate disaster Saul turned out to be because he lacked these attributes.
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It is interesting to compare what the Bible says about the selection of
Saul to that of David as king. It is only mentioned that Saul was pleasing
to the eye and very tall. However David was selected by God for what was
in his heart as we read in 1 Samuel 16:7: “But Yahweh said unto Samuel,

Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I
have refused him (David' s brother); for Yahweh seeth not as man seeth;

for man looketh on the outward appearance, but Yahweh looketh on the heart”.
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God through His providence directed Saul to Samuel. Saul’s father Kish,
a prominent man in Benjamin dwelling at Gibeah, had some valuable
she—asses which had somehow gone astray. So Saul, accompanied by his
father’ s servants, set off to track them down. The search took these two
away to the north, and then in a wide circle round to the west, but without
any sign of the missing animals. The asses were much closer to home. At
last, Saul called the search off, lest there be more concern at home for
himself than for the missing animals. However, as their travels had taken



them close to the home town of Samuel, the servant suggested that before
returning they might seek the advice of the prophet. & fHH$5 K%
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God had already told Samuel in verses 15 and 16 of chapter 9 that He would
direct Saul to him. It is always important to consider the hand of God
in our lives. Saul would have been dismayed at not finding the lost animals,
not knowing that God was directing him for the kingship of Israel.
Sometimes we can have experiences in our life which seem disappointing
or troubling. If we remember God is always with us and everything which
happens in our life is controlled by God and for our good, we will be so
much the more comforted. It is also important we thank God and acknowledge
His presence with us to guide and direct us. As Proverbs 3:5-6 says: “Trust
in Yahweh with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.
In all they ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct they paths.” Saul
did not do and so finally lost the Kingdom. 7EZ% 9 &) 15 5 F1 16 i g
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Samuel would have been easily distinguished-he was an old man, who was
dressed in a long mantle, with flowing white hair and beard. In verse 18
we read that Saul approached him and asked where he might find the prophet.
Saul should have known that this was Samuel by his appearance, but in this
we see another indication of Saul’s lack of spiritual understanding and
perception. Samuel then told Saul that he was to eat with him at a

fellowship meal over a peace offering with the elders of the city, which
would have been very surprising for Saul who was from a humble background.
He also told him that his father’s lost asses had been found. t}H &
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Saul Shares a Sacrificial Meal with Samuel F9% 5#§bEH-7>=43A Saul was
given the most honoured position among the select guests assembled, which
would have been about 30 persons. At the feast Saul was given the shoulder
or thigh of the animal. The right shoulder was given to the priests as
their portion (Leviticus 7:32-33), so Samuel would be given that portion.
The other shoulder it would seem was given to Saul. This indicated that
Saul as king was to share his work with Samuel, the priest and prophet.
As Saul ate the sacrifice he was showing he would accept the position.
That night Saul stayed at Samuel’ s home. They spent the night discussing
his wonderful appointment, during which time the Prophet doubtless
advised Saul how he should conduct himself and perform his duties. On the
following day Samue accompanied Saul on his way from the city and with
a vial of oil anointed him to be king over Israel (10:1). FAZLEiEKM
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It is good at this time for us to consider how through His providence God
has selected us. Like Saul protested in verse 21 of chapter 9, we also
feel inadequate for the honour set before us. We realise we were not born
to be kings or priests, but this is the calling God has given to each and
every one of us. Through the sacrifice God has provided in His Son we are
privileged to share in this fellowship meal. We come also, knowing that
the time is soon approaching when we will be called to a greater feast
with the true King of Israel, the One whose right it is. God’ s mercy shall
not depart from him, as He took it away from Saul. Saul was given great
privileges, but proved to be unfaithful. He was not a godly man. He never
considered that God was working in his life. There is no record of him
praying or seeking God, and because his unfaithfulness God rejected him.
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As we now partake of the bread and wine we remember our Lord s absolute
dedication to do the will of his Father. Let us be sure we are focussed
on the coming kingdom and doing what God requires of us. Let us not have
our affection on the things of the world, which is filled with darkness,
and only designed to take us away from our true King, but let us think
upon those heavenly things found in His word. As we remember our
shortcomings, let us seek forgiveness and be more resolved to do our
Father’s will so that we may be accepted to be kings and priests in the
earth in the great day of our Lord’ s return. FEFAINZIXUE, WEiX M I
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