Exhortation for 22 June — Revelation 3:7-13 — “The Faithful Ecclesia at
Philadelphia” Bro Allan A.
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Our dear brothers and sisters FAIIMISEZ I WAHEES]:  We send you the
warm greetings of the brothers and sisters from my ecclesia at Brighton,
South Australia, which takes great interest in your growth in the Truth.
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Today our exhortation is from the words of our Lord Jesus Christ that he
wrote to the ecclesia at Philadelphia — see Revelation 3:7-13. 4-K,
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The Seven Letters L35 Revelation chapters 2 and 3 contain the seven
letters to the seven ecclesias. These were letters that the Lord Jesus
himself sent at the end of the first century AD. The letters came from
Jesus by him sending an angel who dictated them to the Apostle John
(Revelation 1:1). Then John wrote down the words of the angel (Revelation
1:18) and sent the letters by a messenger across the sea to each of the
seven ecclesias. JAzrsrEh 2 M 3 HAHE | 54U -LEME . XL
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At that time, the apostle John was exiled by the Romans to the island of
Patmos, in what we call the Agean Sea. The island lies between Greece and
Turkey, but much closer to Turkey than to Greece — refer the map in your
Bible. The seven ecclesias that received the letters were quite close to
where John was living — they were near the west coast of Turkey, in the
province that the Romans called Asia. fFHSANEME, fEAELEHE P T AR
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Each letter covered both good and bad things at the particular ecclesia.
Jesus encouraged them to continue in the things which they were doing well
and to fix up the things where they had moved away from where they started
their life in the Truth. At the time the letters were sent, the ecclesias

would have been operating for around 40 years, and over that time some
of them had lost their first enthusiasm. &E—EHFHHELE] T DB I
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The Letter to Philadelphia 5% AFFZAEZ S HI{E The letter to the
ecclesia at Philadelphia was special in that there was nothing bad said
about the ecclesia. Instead the letter was very encouraging to the
believers at Philadelphia. They had remained faithful to the Truth ever
since they were established as an ecclesia and the Lord commends them for
their faithfulness. H4AFhI kAR A M0 UBRA IR, (5 TR BT T
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The Lord Jesus began each of the seven letters with a comment about himself,
often using symbols. The letter to Philadelphia begins with Jesus saying:
"These things says he that is holy, he that is true, he that has the key
of David, he that opens and no man shuts, and shuts and no man opens.”
(Revelation 3:7). FHRERLIXHAE B CITFIRFTMASE— M5, W HH RAETEM
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The Key of David K _B4H=L The mention of the key of David is especially
interesting. As we know, Jesus was a descendant of King David and when
Jesus’ birth was announced to his mother Mary, it was promised that he
would sit on the throne of David (Luke 1:32). Possessing “the key of David”
therefore was a symbol that spoke of Jesus being the son promised to King
David and possessing David’ s throne. {52 K PR AR, KA
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Many years before, back in the days of the kings of Judah, the Jews had
a ceremony in which a symbolic key was carried upon the shoulder of the
ruler who was on the throne of King David. Isaiah chapter 22 tells the
story of the faithful servant Eliakim who would have the key of David laid
upon his shoulder. What was said to Eliakim in Isaiah 22:22 was a prophecy
about the Lord Jesus Christ: “And the key of the house of David will I
lay upon his shoulder; so that he shall open and none shall shut; and he
shall shut and none shall open”. These words are the same as those that
Jesus used in his letter to the ecclesia at Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7).
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Jesus has the key to open and close. He opens to all who come to him in
faith and truth, from whatever country they may live in and of whatever
race they may be. Jesus has used the key to unlock the Kingdom both for
us here in Adelaide and you there in China and Mongolia. As it says in
Revelation 1:18, Jesus has the keys of the grave and death. He can and
will release us from our greatest enemy, death itself. The graves of the
believers will be opened when he returns. HR#REEZEGEITAIAE R HIEHEL . fib
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But, the Lord Jesus also can use the key to shut the Kingdom. He will do
this to those who reject his words or who do not follow his commandments
and are unrepentant. {HJ&, FHRRL AT DA IXAEHRL G EARE 1] Aok x)
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In our own lives, we need to make sure that we are faithful servants so
that the Lord Jesus will open to us the way of life at his Kingdom. Jesus
encouraged the ecclesia at Philadelphia with the words in Revelation 3:8:
”1 know your works: behold I have set before you an open door and no man
can shut it”. There is nothing that anyone can do against us to take away
the hope of the Kingdom from us. We alone, by our actions, can shut the
door. TEFRATH CHIAE S, FATTH LM E AL LT AN, FHRERA 25 171 3
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Some doors in life are closed to us when we accept the Truth. There are
places to which we should not go. There are jobs we should not do. Also,
some people will close their doors to us when they learn what we now believe.
Let us always remember that the Lord Jesus has a door that is always open
to us. He said in John 10:9 “I am the door: by me if any man enter in,
he shall be saved”. MM T HiE, EAEEPR L TSNTAICH. A
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The symbol of an open door is used in the New Testament to indicate there
is a way open to preach the Truth. The apostle Paul spoke in Acts 14:27
of how God had opened ”“the door of faith unto the Gentiles”. We have the
opportunity of opening the door of faith to other people. ZEHZ+H—i&
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Little Power W5 — 5 73 Jesus said in Revelation 3:8 that the ecclesia
in Philadelphia had “a little strength” or “a little power”. This means
that the ecclesial members there were not great and powerful people. They
probably were quite poor and the ecclesia was probably small. They did
not have a lot of natural ability. HFSKAEJZ 7~k 3:8 Wi, AFfrgkdf#i&
“WEH—RR” o BRSBTS RIR R RIR A ST o Al TR
855, B BVrRDN . MATFRA 2P ERRe

But that did not matter, for God uses weak things in the world to put to
shame the strong. What was important was that they had remained faithful
in all their trials — as the Lord said, they had “kept my word and not
denied my name” (verse 8). {HJZIXIFAEZL, KIGph IS 55/ N4 pEk
Zet B o (R R VY o FE LIRS ARATIAE T AT Bl R AR ST 145 O —— 2[R FRATTI) 32 33
(F—FF, AbAT] “ESFIRNE, "WAFLARML” C JHrx3:8) .

We probably know well Jesus’ parable of the talents. We could say that
Philadelphian was a one talent ecclesia. They did not have 5 or 10 talents
like some other ecclesias. To their credit, they had used their one talent
faithfully and wisely and Jesus commended them for that. Though the
ecclesia in Philadelphia was limited in size and resources, they had
opened up a door for their preaching to others and no earthly power would
close it. FAT @RGSR T T (/41 WEF. FTATT LB 2L
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The Jews who went to the synagogue in Philadelphia were opposed to the
ecclesia. They would have liked to close the ecclesia’ s door, but Jesus
tells the ecclesia that the Jews will eventually have to accept them as
the true disciples (verse 9). {EAEFERAERENL R ZL B PR N S B 2T
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There is a strong lesson from Philadelphia to all the small ecclesias
scattered throughout the world today. 1900 years ago, the small ecclesia
at Philadelphia used their one talent wisely. The temptation for a small
ecclesia is to say that we can not do much as we are too small and would
not make a difference anyway. That would be 1ike the servant who took his
one talent and buried it in the ground for safekeeping, thinking that he
could not do much. XA KA HFE M Nk, A BEAEAS#R 2 —
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The lesson from Philadelphia is to keep using our one talent, though we
may be very small in a world of teeming billions of people. God understands
our limits, so we should not be discouraged. Rather, we should make full
use of the abilities that we have, so as to keep the door of faith open
to those who will hear the Truth. FEHIERIAEMIDIERE LETRATTERKE A ir AT 11
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Through the Trials J&idit/% The Lord promised the ecclesia at
Philadelphia that he would “keep them from the hour of temptation which
should come upon all the world, to try them” (verse 10). The Roman world
brought many trials on the early believers, often right to death itself.
The apostle John at that time was in a hard labour camp on the island of
Patmos (Revelation 1:9). Great difficulties had already come to the
believers in other cities of the Roman province of Asia (for example in
Smyrna - chapter 2: 9-10). FNVFIERZRAEBAbNg “ L7 RN N2
(RIIHE, PRAFUR G ZSARIRER”  C HoRs 3:10) o 2V ARyt Ftas FUHME ik
iAok TIR 23k, @2t fEB NIk, AHAELy syl & s im i B4R BE i |
T h UBRE 1:9) o AR K JR A C 28105 21) Jie A3 76 25 iy (] 1 0 e 0 48 1 e e
Wl AEAETT (i, EREH S — R 2:9-10) .

Great trials would come to Philadelphia and some had already come. Jesus
is not so much saying that he will stop the trials, but he will help them
come through the trials. The same applies to us. KHIAMEEZIERIAEd,
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I Come Quickly FWAPk Our encouragement is in the words of Jesus:
"Behold I come quickly, hold fast that which you have that no man take
your crown”. Although 1900 years have passed, it can be said to all
generations that he comes quickly. The most time that a person has to
prepare for Christ’ s coming is the remainder of their life. Once dead there
is no more that can be done. We all can take encouragement with the hope
of Jesus' soon return to the earth. FATn] DLAEBSRF TG P& RIS “ 3k
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A crown has been promised to us. The word for crown refers to the victory
crown handed out to the winners at the public games, such as the games
at Mt Olympus in Greece, from which come our modern Olympic Games. If we
run our race faithfully in the Truth, we will receive the victory crown
of life with the Lord in his Kingdom. &% V&N VFEFHAT. “a%” —1
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No one can take this from us. We alone can loose our grip on the crown.
How foolish we would be to do this when the Lord stands almost at the door
of the Kingdom to let us in. WA ANRENIATFHFERX Mm% AT HRAT
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As we eat and drink now in memory of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us be
determined to be like the faithful Philadelphian Ecclesia, who, though
they had only one talent, used that in God’ s service and will receive the
crown of life.
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I have added some notes you may like to mark in your Bibles. Warmly in
Christ, MG 7 —Le2Eid, RATBVTFIREPRICERNITI RS E . S L
(1%,

David K1

The Letters to the Seven Ecclesias —Revelation 2-3 B4 BN fE—
JATRKE 2-3 ¥

Draw A Map | —1EHE The seven Ecclesias are listed in Rev 1:11. It is
a good idea to draw a map showing the Island of Patmos where John was at
the time he received the message of Revelation and then the seven cities
to which the letters were sent. I have drawn a little map and placed it
in my Bible at Revelation 1 so I can see clearly where the places were.
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One Like the Son of Man (1:12-16) —fi4FE AT (JH/R3% 1:12-16)  This
vision that John saw describes in symbol certain aspects of the Lord Jesus
Christ as a manifestation of God and also the faithful servants of Jesus
Christ. You will notice that many of these details are used in the titles
of Christ at the start of the letters to the 7 ecclesias. ZJEH WK F
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The Seven Letters I-tEHE

Letter to fg KiF4b Verse JEnk® YT Title of Lord FIMIE I know thy
works FRENIEVRHIAT A Reproof it Reward to him that overcometh X} H15
A28, Ephesus PABBFT 2:1-7 * Holds 7 stars * Walks in midst of 7
lampstands * FEH-LAE * fE- LN GPEATE 2:2-3 2:4-6 * Can eat of
the tree of 1ife in Paradise of God * 4k [ A A= diy 4 10) A5 25 4"z Smyrna
+4F% 2:8-11 * The first and the last * Was dead and is alive * HS7
S, RIGIH * b1t XaE) 2:9-10

* Shall not be hurt of the second death * AAZZH —IRILHIE Pergamos %)
iMEE 2:12-17 * He has the sharp sword with two edges * A PH JJFISIH] 2:13
4:14-16 * Can eat of the hidden manna * Receive a white stone with a new
name on it. * ASESEKAINEHEG LA « FEGM— A, A EEETA
Thyatira #EFEHEN] 2:18-29 * The Son of God * Has eyes like a flame of fire
* Feet like fine brass * ffiz ¥ * JFHR HunkJg * BUGCHATR 2:19
2:20-25 * Have power over the nations * Rule with a rod of iron * Receive
the morning star * WZaABUNHIRZIE * o HERAEREEALAT * REGS
it Sardis #Jk 3:1-6 * Has seven spirits * Has seven stars * &
RA = FFMHEELEM 3:1 3:1-4 * Clothed in white * Not have name blotted
out from book of life * Will be confessed before the Father * WAIXFEZF
HAC * AN BRI 48« SRR, AR AL [T AR
4, Philadelphia dE$78kdF 3:7-13 * He is holy * He is true * Has the key
of David * Shuts and no man opens * ASEVG * ELSEH) * K LR
(1) * kT Naestir) 3:8

* Be a pillar in the temple of God * He shall not go out * Will have the
name of God and the name of the city of God * Will have a new name * %%
M ABAEF AP AVERE T % A AR EL 2« S TP 44, FNTRANI 1K)
% Laodicea ZJiK% 3:14-21 * The Amen * The faithful and true witness *
HEABTATR * A E S WAUER) « fEpifli& iz AT ER * The
beginning of the creation of God 3:15 3:16-20 * Sit with Christ on his
throne * As Christ overcame and sits with Father on throne * fF3 = &
FEEEAL « AT T, ERSE S Al E] AR i

I think a chart like this or colouring in the different sections in the
same color helps make the different sections of the seven letters stand
out easily. Youmay decide to make your chart differently to suit yourself.
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The use of Seven in the book of Revelation 7fEmsxPXET “-B” Kl

H You may like to make a list of the number of times 7 is found in the

book of Revelation and see what it relates to each time. fR{l]n]fElR=
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I have listed the ways it is used in Chapter 1 as an example. FK{E NIl
T —rp ) “ B FMEEAE AN —MlF v4 Seven Ecclesias 55 4 BN
4> v4 Seven Spirits 3 4 TMHA-ER v12 Seven golden Lampstands #f 12 7
N EATE v13 Seven Lampstands 25 13 45BN 4 v16 Seven Stars &f 16
WA v20 - The explanation of what the 7 stars and the 7 lampstands
represent ie i 20 TWX-CAEF-GAMT & RS AERIfER:, Bl

* The Seven angel elders of the ecclesias * H-LAEMZ-LNHSHMHE *
The seven Ecclesias * L] Gttt N# 4

You may like to make up a list as you do the readings through Revelation.
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