May 18 2003 Joshua 2 The Spies and Rahab the Harlot and her faith. DE %
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{5 MIEERE I 222182 .  The reading for today is Joshua 2 which tells
of the remarkable faith of Rahab. Having read the chapter let us now look
at the lessons we can learn from her remarkable example of Faith.
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Wt2:. 38 years earlier the Children of Israel had sent 12 spies into Canaan
to search out the land before they would enter it. Ten of these spies

returned with the sad story that there were giants in the land and they
would not be able to overthrow the people there. These faithfess spies
said “We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger
than we”. Numbers 13:31. Although the two faithful spies, Joshua and Caleb,
had said that God would deliver the land into their hand the people
believed the words of the faithless spies. It was because of their lack
of faith God said that Israel would wander in the wilderness for 40 years
until all the faithless generation had died.
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have ended and Joshua, one of the two faithful spies, was to lead the people
into the Land Yahweh had promised them. Israel was camped on the east bank
of Jordan. Across the river was the city of Jericho. It was the first city
Israel would have to overcome when they entered the land. Joshua sent out
two spies secretly to cross the Jordan River and spy out the city. These
two spies did as Joshua asked and were soon across the river and had entered
the city. The place they came to was the house of Rahab. She was a young
woman of Jericho but she was a harlot. It may be that these men did not
realise what kind of woman she was but Rahab had recognised these two spies
as men from Israel. She also realised that they would soon be recognised



and captured and so she hid them on the roof of her house under the flax
that was drying there.
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AR T TR AR A ZIRLF. Not only had Rahab recognised these
spies but others had also and soon a search was conducted for them. It
is rather amazing that these men, who thought they had entered the city
secretly as spies, were immediately recognised as they entered the city.
They obviously were not very good spies.
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Although Rahab worked as a prostitute she thought very seriously about
the news she had heard about the God of Israel. The words she said to the
spies show that she had developed a wonderful faith in their God. Let us
consider her words.
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o (B 97) 1. First she said that she knew Yahweh had given the land
of Canaan to Israel. She actually used the name of the God of Israel, Yahweh,
when she spoke to them. This would have been a startling thing to the spies
to hear. V9
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HPEFNFELE (5995 2. She told them how all the people of the land
of Canaan were terrified of the nation of Israel, as they knew that their
God was with them. V9

3. WU IATT RS W A DL N R I iz, AR EREAT LD KT T o R
XA G R AAE 40 FELAAT, AR VT REME A H A, (HEMARE . 1R AR5 =
R PREEE X 29 BRI RE R s . PRRIE A 20 BT K45 1k, kDA AN
AT B 10795 o FERMNIBILy-Badss 1 ma ki, FH b, XiEZ
PTG . 3. She said that they had heard what God did in the opening
of the Red Sea when the children of Israel left Egypt. That had happened
40 years earlier yet she believed it had happened even though she possibly
had not even been born then. Obviously Rahab realised that God could do
the same to the Jordan River. He could stop the water and let Israel pass



over on the dry land. V 10. This is exactly what God did, as we will read
in Joshua 3.
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had been with Israel when they destroyed utterly the two mighty kings on
the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og. V10
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frightened that they had no more courage. V11. This would have been good
news to the spies as they had been told to “be strong and of good courage”.
Joshua 1:18.
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fJiE 4. 6. The final statement of Rahab is so wonderful when we realise
that she came from a nation that had worshiped idols and which had allowed
her to live the immoral life she had been living. She said, ”Yahweh your
God, He is God in heaven above and in earth beneath”. V11. This must have
moved the two spies to hear this young woman acknowledge that the God of
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Israel was the only God and His ways were the only ways to follow. =
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no doubt that Rahab had developed a remarkable faith in Yahweh, Israel’ s
God. She wanted to follow Him and be part of his people. Look at what she
then said to the spies in Verse 12.
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"Swear to me by Yahweh”. She believed in Yahweh and she asks these two
men of Israel to take an oath by Yahweh to her. She reminds them that she
had done what Yahweh wants all His followers to do — to show kindness to
others. This kindness is a characteristic of Yahweh Himself. The word
Kindness is the same Hebrew word as goodness and mercy in Exodus 34:6-7
where we have the character of Yahweh revealed. “And the Yahweh passed
by before him, and proclaimed, Yahweh, Yahweh God, merciful and gracious,




longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin”. Rahab had shown
this “goodness” and “mercy” to the spies. She asks that they will show
the kindness or mercy of Yahweh to her father’s house for what she has
done for them.
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ask anything for herself, but she asked that they would show kindness to
her father’s house. That included her father and mother, brothers and
sisters, Verse 13. She was truly concerned for her family. It may be that
they thought badly of her because of her life style as a prostitute, we
do not know, but what we do know is that she loved them all and wanted
them cared for by Israel. She therefore asked for a “token of truth” from
them. As God is a God of “goodness and truth” she believed that these spies,
who worshiped Yahweh, would deal in truth with her.

The promise of the Spies V 13-22 * £ 1 Ki%E 13-22
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FEHEAIAE)IE .  The spies would have been mightily impressed with the
faith and knowledge of Yahweh that Rahab had show. They said, “it shall
be, when Yahweh hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly
with thee”. Verse 14. What they were saying was, we will show the same
“kindness and truth” to you as you have shown to us, for we too follow
the ways of Yahweh. PEUh[ 5 FiEreigdbia b, TEWE %% - ANE -
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PSRRI FRATL . 7 (18-19 1) Rahab’ s house was on the wall of the
city and so Rahab lowered the two spies down the wall from her window so
they could escape. However before they left that gave the following
instruction to Rahab. “Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind
this line of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us down
by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren,
and all thy father’s household, home unto thee. And it shall be, that
whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood
shall be upon his head, and we will be guiltless” Verse 18-19.
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AT =SB R S . We may wonder why they said a “scarlet thread or cord”
was to be placed in the window. Here are some points that may help us
realise the lesson. Rahab was to have the whole family come into the house
and remain there when Israel came to destroy the city. As we know, scarlet
is the colour of blood. So it would symbolise blood sprinkled on the window.
If you remember when Israel kept the Passover they were to put blood on
the door and all remain in the house while the angel of death passed over
Egypt. If there was no blood of the Passover lamb on the door then the
angel of death entered that house and the firstborn was slain. When Israel
crossed over the Jordan and just before they destroyed Jericho it was
Passover time. Joshua 5:10-11. The Passover was the reminder of the
deliverance from Egypt. Now Rahab was to be delivered from the destruction
of Jericho because of her faith in the God of Israel. Actually as we partake
of the bread and wine, we continually remember that it was through the
blood of Christ, that we have been delivered from our past sinful ways
of life and had our sins forgiven.

The Spies report back to Joshua. Verses 23-24. 1| mZAE WG
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last two verses of the chapter we read how the spies reported back to Joshua
and told him all that happened to them, verse 23. Because of what Rahab
had told them they said, ”“Truly Yahweh hath delivered into our hands all
the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because
of us”. Verse 24.
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captured and destroyed. Yahweh did protect Rahab and her family and
delivered them from the destruction the rest of the city suffered. In
Joshua 6:25 we read, “And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her
father’ s household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even
unto this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy
out Jericho”. Thus Yahweh showed “kindness” and Truth” to Rahab because
of her faith in Him and the kindness she showed to the spies.
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we think about Rahab, what would you do if you knew a person who had been
a prostitute now wanted to be a disciple of Christ. Would you welcome her
warmly as a sister in Christ? Or would you always remember her past life
and keep a little bit separate from her? Would you let your son marry her?
These are serious questions that we must all face for we all at times have
predjucises in our thinking.
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Let us remember that the quotation in Exodus says God is “abundant in
goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin” God’ s abundant mercy is shown in His willingness
to forgive all sins if we confess them and repent of them. Remember the
story of the prostitute woman who came to Jesus and weeping washed his
feet with the hairs of her head. It is in Luke 7:37-50. Simon the Pharisee
who saw this said in his heart, “This man, if he were a prophet, would
have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for
she is a sinner”. Verse 39. He could not believe that she was repentant
— he would have nothing to do with her. But Jesus realised how repentant
this sad woman was. Jesus said to her, “Thy sins are forgiven” Verse 48
and in Verse 50 “Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace”.
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Sadly there is often some of the feelings of Simon the Pharisee in all
of us. We remember the sins of others, although God has forgiven them,
and we do not feel comfortable with the person. However just as Jesus
forgave the woman’ s sins because of her faith, so Rahab’s sins were
forgiven by God.
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of Rahab and her kindness and faith. In Hebrews 11 where we read of many
examples of faith. In verse 25 it says, "By faith the harlot Rahab perished
not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with
peace”. Her faith earned her a place in the list of faithful in this chapter.
She is the only Gentile woman mentioned in this list. James also gives
the example of Rahab’ s faith in these words, “Likewise also was not Rahab
the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and
had sent them out another way?” James 2:25. You may not have noticed this
before but the two examples that James chooses to use as examples of faith
and works are Abraham, the father of the nation of Israel and Rahab, a
gentile harlot. Some may be shocked to see them both put side by side like
this but we shouldn’ t be. Both were justified by faith. This means their
sins were forgiven because of their faith. There is no difference between
them and this is the point James is making for us. If God has justified
a person, forgiving their sins, we must not make differences between such
people.
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The faithful qualities of Rahab were admired the son of the head prince
in the tribe of Judah. He respected what she now was and not what she had
been. He married her. Rahab married Salmon and they had a child named Boaz
and Boaz married Ruth. Rahab is listed in the line of Jesus Christ in
Matthew 1:5. She was the great grandmother to King David. God truly blessed
her because of her great faith in Him.
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are Gentiles, but we have come to know of the God of Israel and His son
the Lord Jesus Christ. We have forsaken our past way of life and sought
forgiveness in Jesus Christ. How blessed we are. But never let us judge
against others because of their past way of life. Let us truly love one
another and help each other to walk faithfully in these last days as we
long for the return of Jesus Christ.
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He is a God who is “abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin”



