031110 Lessons from the Life and Character of Ezra — Read Ezra 5 — Bro
Peter

NS R AL fE SN IR s S e S S IR SR 25 DB VA TRY: Ao
Wrg. X B
Good morning, dear brothers and sisters. SE%Z 120 W HGkK : H F 4

REMS PRI AIARAT 193 S R 1 1 2 — A SR P I S o AR — I 2 FRAT 1 B A
TH ok FRATT 1 3 HS SR B 1 ik 255 DA R A At 1 A= i v Pl R B HB TR FRAT TR AL %

It is wonderful to be able to once again share with you the word of
exhortation as we come to remember the love of our Father shown in the
life and sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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LN LIHz. It is very wise that our Lord commanded us to meet regularly
and remember him and seek forgiveness for our sins and encourage ourselves
in the example of his life. We can often go on each day and be so busy
with our everyday lives that we forget that we are to be very different
from those around us. Today in our exhortation we want to consider a man
who really understood that he was a servant of God. He was a man who knew
he had to be different from others and dedicated his life to his God. This
man is a good example to us today and his name is Ezra.
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have been reading the book of Ezra and all about the things which happened
in his time. This morning we will consider the character of Ezra and try
to find things which he did in his life which we can also do in our lives
to make them better.
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X, Before we look at the character of Ezra it is important that we
understand a little about the times he lived in.
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KRAAEINTCHT 537 “E A4 . At the end of the kingdom of Israel and Judah God
sent the Babylonians to destroy Jerusalem and take the Jews in captivity
back to Babylon. This was done because of their wickedness and the way
they worshipped other idols and not the true God. So he sent them to into
captivity as punishment so that they might learn not to trust in other
gods. In his great mercy he allowed them to return to the land after 70
years as he had promised by Jeremiah. This is where the book of Ezra begins.
In chapter 1 and verse 1 we read about the decree that God caused Cyrus
to make to let the Jews return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple. This
occurred in about 537 BC.
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the Jewish leaders who returned at this time were Zerubbabel and Joshua.
In Ezra 3v1l we find they have returned and are beginning to build the altar
and then in verse 8 they begin to build the Temple. But the work was not
always easy and as we have read, the people of the nations around tried
to stop the work of rebuilding. They even wrote to the emperor of Persia
to ask him to stop the work and he made a decree that forbad the people
from building.
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of two of the prophets of the day who gave their message to the people.
These prophets are Haggai and Zechariah whose writings we have in the last
part of the 0ld Testament. They encouraged them to continue the work of
building the house of God and because of this they were blessed as the
king revoked his former decree and the work of building was allowed to
continue, as we read in chapter 6.
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7 there is a period of about 58 years and then we get the first mention



of the man Ezra. He travels to Jerusalem from Babylon to establish correct
worship of God in the Temple and to organise the nation. Chapters 7 to
10 tell us of how he accomplished this work and then Ezra just disappears
until he is mentioned again in Nehemiah 8. Here he is assisting Nehemiah
in celebrating the completion of the walls and the true worship of Yahweh.
This is about 13 years after the events of Ezra 10 and so he probably went
back to Babylon during this time to help the King.
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concentrate on what we can learn from the example of the man Ezra and how
this helps us to be more like the Lord Jesus Christ.
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11795, 12 AP IA BV ERtRR e DA H7 /4% w] . In Ezra 7 verse 1-5 we are
given the family history of Ezra. From this list we see that Ezra was a
priest. He was of the line of the greatest of the priests — the high priest,
and we could trace his family right back to Aaron the first priest. From
this we can learn that even after the many years of idolatry and false
worship in Israel and Judah, Ezra’s family had remembered they were
priests. They had taught their children to follow in the example of Aaron
the high priest so that all these hundreds of years later when there was
no Tabernacle or Temple to worship in, Ezra was born and taught from young
that he was a priest of God. And it wasn’ t just Ezra that knew he was a
priest of the living God, even the ruler of the greatest empire in the
world at the time knew Ezra was a priest. In verse 11,12 Artexerxes
described Ezra as a priest.
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Here, dear brothers and sisters, is a very important exhortation for us.
We are called to be the priests of God in the Kingdom. In Revelation 5v9-10
the saints in the kingdom sing and say that God has redeemed them from
all nations (China, Australia, Britain etc) to be kings and priests on
the earth. Even though for many years Ezra was not able to do the duties
of a priest in Judah — he was prepared as one. So we must now be prepared



as priests, ready for the day when Jesus will return and make us priests
in the kingdom. Do people today know by the way we talk and act that we
are the priests of God?
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—AMMEEER S, A S ORI TAEY . Reading further in Ezra 7v6
we find that Ezra was also a scribe. A scribe was someone who studied the
word of God and wrote it out for others to read and learn from. At this
time the most common thing that was copied was the Law of Moses so that
the Jews knew how God wanted them to live. The verse also says that Ezra
was a ready or diligent scribe — he was fully committed to his work.
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B, F XL AR AT RN .. Ezra did more than just write out the
Bible, though. In verse 10 we find that he did three things. First Ezra
prepared his heart to seek the Law of Yahweh. Reading and understanding
the Bible is not something that we can just do naturally without any effort.
We have to first prepare our minds to read God s word. We need to make
time to read the word, to clear our minds of the worldly things around
us and carefully pray that God will open our minds so that we can understand
the Bible. Bible reading and study cannot be rushed if we want it to be
effective.
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the law of Yahweh commanded. It is no good understanding everything God
wants us to do and not doing it. When we read the Bible we must try to
find lessons which we can use to change our lives to make them more like
Jesus’ life. In the time of Jesus there were many scribes but these were
not like Ezra. They understood the Law and loved to speak about it but
never did what it said. In Matthew 23v1-3 Jesus tells his true followers
not be like these scribes, so we also must read and understand what God
wants us to do, and then do it.
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WP T 20 S 3 A1 7775, The third thing that Ezra did in v10 was to teach
in Israel the statutes and judgments of God. He made sure he did not keep
his knowledge and way of life to himself. He encouraged others to do as
God commanded. It is very important that we too teach those around us who
will listen about what God requires of us. Brothers and sisters, we must
all take note of the way in which Ezra taught.
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ER UG RN B S A SH MR, If we are to be teachers of each
other and those around us there are two things we must do first. First
we need to prepare our hearts to understand Gods law, we need to read,
study and understand the Bible for ourselves or else we can never teach
anyone. Then we need to do it. We cannot teach people to do what God wants
without doing it ourselves or they will not listen. Only when we have done
these two things can we be effective teachers.
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Gfth—Ff, WBEHH K. Our Lord Jesus Christ, who we come to remember
this morning, is the perfect example of this. In John 17 he prays for all
the believers. He says that for us he sanctified himself so that we can
also follow his example and be sanctified. How did Jesus sanctify himself?
In verse 17 we find that we are sanctified by God’ s truth which is seen
in His word the Bible. So Jesus did the same as Ezra, he prepared himself
to understand God’ s word and commandments and then he did them all
perfectly. By his example he has taught us how to live our lives and
sanctify ourselves as he did.
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Lord was not the only person who asks us to follow his example. The apostle
Paul in 1 Corinthians 11v1l asks us to be followers of himself, just like



he was a follower of Jesus. In Philippians 4v9 Paul asks the believers
to do the things which they had learned, received and heard, and also the
things which they had seen Paul do. Could we ask our brethren and sisters
to do what we do? Or would we be embarrassed if they did everything we
did? We must make sure our life is a good example to each other all the
time.
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CUHE ). And so we can see that Ezra had a definite mission in his life.
This was to teach others the perfect ways of God. And he told others about
his mission — even the king of Persia was so impressed by this that he
gave permission for Ezra to travel back to Jerusalem and re—establish
Temple worship and also the legal structure of the nation (v25-26). Ezra
acknowledged that this was all possible because of the influence of God
(v27-28) and praised Him for His mercy. Ezra appreciated that whatever
he was able to do was all by the power of God and not of his own strength.
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of who went back to Jerusalem and the miraculous journey they had. Even
though they were carrying all the gold and silver of the Temple they were
not attacked by the many robbers that were on the highways and arrived
in Jerusalem safe. Ezra immediately began to establish the law of God in

the land.
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F£. Inchapter 9 and 10 we have a very wonderful insight into the character
of Ezra. We read of the tragic story of how the Jews, who had returned
from captivity, had begun to worship the gods of the land again. Remember
that they had been sent into Babylon as punishment for this. After all
these years of captivity God in His great mercy had provided them with
anation again and the people had once again begun to live 1ike the nations
around them.
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land 2 the leaders of the land came to Ezra and told him that they had
married into the nations around them which was in disobedience to the law
of Moses. In Deuteronomy 7v1-4 the nation is clearly commanded not to allow
their children to marry the people of these nations. And the reason is
that they would be turned away from following God and would begin to
worship the gods of the nations. It is so important that we keep ourselves
separate from the ways of the world and the things they worship. We cannot
be in the way of truth and then make a covenant in marriage to live with
someone who is not interested in the God we worship because this will lead
us away from God. Of course if we are already married before we find God’ s
truth this is very different and we must try to influence our partner by
the example of our life to accept the one true God.
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X 5. The people had very clearly disobeyed one of God s commands and
sinned. We might say, How could they do this after just returning from
so many years in captivity as punishment for this very sin? But we also
know what God wants us to do each day, and yet each day we sin and do not
obey all God’ s commands. So we are no different from this people.
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FAEIEE, DA Bl HiX— . What we need to learn from is Ezra’ s attitude
to sin. In verse 3 he was so distressed he tore his clothes and even pulled
out some of his hair and sat down without saying a word. He didn’t just
say to the people, Oh well you are trying to do the right thing and this
is not a very big thing so don’ t worry, God can forgive you. He was
devastated. And so must we be about the sins we commit. We must be truly
upset and ashamed that we have not done as God wants us to. Sin is very
serious, and Ezra knew this.

FERXBEOL T, I RA NI BATIRAR, (EAR N E 2 0o AR I AT 2 A
AT 20 S QIR AR o BATTNZ i) DA b 27 2 i A e B G BRATT 2™ 7 X
Ffo RIGIRATNZIMARAT, FBMAT. FAIERX —F AR, URIFEA
XEARNKICRIY, P AN BT da iR, AT REEAR s 7 3. DURF
BT XA HR R ML 5 , At o F7 Qe 35, 1 MR AT MBI R . In this case



Ezra himself had not sinned but he was so distressed for the people.
Sometimes we may find out of the sins of one of our brothers or sisters.
We need to learn from the example of Ezra about what to do. First we need
to treat this seriously. And then we need to be understanding and helpful
to them. Ezra in this chapter does not yell and shout at the people because
they had come to confess their sin — they knew that they had done the wrong
thing. Ezra instead feels ashamed with them for the sin and prays with
them and confesses their sin to God.
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this prayer and the example that Ezra set of being ashamed of the sins
of the people, he was able to save the people from their sin. In chapter
10v1 he sat down before the Temple and all the people came to him and they
all wept because they were so upset. Ezra never said a word to them. It
was his example that made them change their lives and in the rest of Chapter
10 they make a covenant to serve God again and put away the wives that
they had taken from the nations.
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NIHESZ Ve B IR TS 192 ? This provides us with a great example of how
we need to deal with our sins and the sins of others. We come this morning
because we know we have sinned and need the work of the Lord Jesus Christ
to save us. Are we like Ezra, truly ashamed of our sins? When we see others
in trouble do we feel so upset for them that we weep and pray with them?
Are we always willing to confess our sins before God? And when we have
confessed our sins do we try to repent and not sin again and remember the
covenant we have made to God in baptism?
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need to ask ourselves as we break the bread and drink the wine this morning,
remembering Jesus who died for us even though he never sinned, so that
we can have life.
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wonderful example of Ezra. Let us remember that we are the priests of God
and show this in our way of life. Let us prepare our minds to read and
understand God’ s word, and then to do it, so that we may finally teach
others of the God s wonderful ways, not just now but also in His glorious
Kingdom.



