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infant baptism
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. o o B, . . . thoughit is true that amajor meaning of the verb
is to wash, to clean.

3. The verb BAPTIZO is related to two different nouns for two different
kinds of washing. One noun BAPTISMOS is used for the normal ritual washing,
such as the washing of hands before eating which the Pharisees thought
was so important. This kind of washing is only mentioned once in the New
Testament (Hebrews 6:2). In the English Bible it is mistakenly, and
incorrectly, translated baptism’. In the Chinese Bible however it is
correctly translated washing of hands. The other noun related to BAPTIZO
is BAPTISMA, a word totally unknown before the appearance of the Greek
New Testament. It appears to have been a word invented by John the Baptist
himself. The difference between the —ISMOS ending and the —ISMA ending
turns an action noun into a concept noun. Christian baptism is far more
than just immersion, though it certainly includes that, it is a washing
of the body inside and out. The use of the —ISMA ending not the —ISMOS
ending to refer to Christian baptism throughout the New Testament shows
that is far more than washing, and far more than sprinkling. It is never
applied to children.
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