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Preliminary Points
Suggested Strategy

Genesis 1:26 — Let us make man in or image

Isaiah 9:6 — The mighty God, The everlasting Father

Matthew 28:19 — Baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
John 1:1-3 = In the beginning was the Word

John 3:13 — He that came down from heaven

John 5:23 — All men should honour the Son
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WLZH2:13 MHARMBTERGFEBFFREEIL Titus 2:13, our great God
and Saviour Jesus Christ NRSV

B8 : Trinitarians argue Paul called Jesus “the Great God and Savior.”
This reading is found in many modern English versions.

fi#%:. 1. The early Greek manuscripts abbreviated God (Greek THEOS) as
TS, Son (Greek UIOS) as US, and Lord (Greek KURIOS) as KS. This was done
both to save time during copying and as mark of respect. The technical
term for these abbreviations is NOMINA SACRA. Unfortunately it is very
easy to miscopy an abbreviation and the early manuscripts have places
where US has become TS, and KS confused with TS. A famous example is John
1:14 in Vatican Codex 'B’ which has “only begotten God’ instead of ’only
begotten Son’. There is also the element of the Christological
controversies of the 3rd and 4th Centuries where unscrupulous copiers
changed KS to TS or TS to KS to suit their view.

2. Even assuming the manuscripts prefered by the Trinitarian are correct
whether God and Jesus here are two things or one depends on a Greek grammar
rule called Sharp’ s Rule after the grammarian Granville Sharp. Sharp’ s
rule states that when you have two nouns, which are not proper names (such
as Cephas, or Paul, or Timothy), which are describing a person, and the
two nouns are connected by the word “and,” and the first noun has the
article ( “the” ) while the second does not, both nouns are referring to
the same person. Sharp’s rule was applied to Titus 2:13 and 1Peter 1:1
by the Anglican grammarian A.T. Robinson as proving the Trinity. But
modern grammarians have pointed out that Sharp’ s rule doesn’ t work as well
as had been thought and can only be made to produce the required result
by excluding many cases — such as plural nouns, quasi—proper names (such
as God and Satan), articular nouns and anarthrous nouns. There is an
ongoing debate about Sharp’s rule and Smart’s rule.

3. Like the similar claims for Romans 9:5 and 1Peterl:1 these claims depend
on a combination of choosing manuscripts with the Trinitarian reading and
arguing for the particular reading of the grammar which is not that clear.
If Jesus is really God why doesn’ t the New Testament say so clearly. Why
is it necessary to go to such lengths?

4. The next verse 2:14 makes it clear Paul is separating God from Jesus
in his mind. God did not give himself for us, Jesus did.
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WHREFL: 1 “BATMEFA [TAT] BEHRBRIEE  2Peter 1:1 “our God

and [our] Saviour Jesus Christ”

M HHELE A ‘AN WS, Therefore Trinitarians argue that this
verse, like Romans 9:5 and Titus 1:23, calls Jesus ' God’ .
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