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The events documented in the program occurred in April 2004

Hi, I’m Steve Johnson video producer. I grew up in a small Christadelphian Ecclesia near Chicago in the Mid-West United States. During my childhood my parents subscribed to the Bible Missionary Magazine, and every month when it arrived in the mailbox I distinctly remember looking through its pages.

[photo of Kathmandu ecclesia, Nepal]

Now what sticks with me are the black and white pictures of other Christadelphians. Usually they were gathered in front of ecclesial hall some place with a name that sounded really odd to my unlessoned ears. 

[photo of French Christadelphian gathering]

I used to wonder what these other Christadelphians were like?

They looked different than me. They spoke languages that I didn’t understand. They lived so far away.

In my middle age I’ve discovered that nowadays my brothers and sisters don’t actually live so far away. And all it takes is visiting them to begin to get an understanding that they live lives in full colour just like I do.

Over the last few years I’ve been blessed to visit brothers and sisters in many countries around the world. Many of these visits have become video programs. El Salvador, Jamaica, Ireland, India, Russia, which are available from WCF.

Most recently I’ve had the great privilege of meeting believers in Nigeria.

It turns out there’s about 1000 Christadelphians in Nigeria, and 1000s more spread throughout Africa; in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Kenya, Zambia, Malawi and South Africa, and many others of Africa’s multitude of countries. But while our culture and our languages may be different I found that Christadelphians the world over share the same enthusiasm and reverence for God and his word. The same dedication to following his son, our Lord Jesus. The same desire to share the Gospel with their neighbours. Just as it has been shared with them.

Song: 

O for a thousand tongues to sing!

My great Redeemer’s praise!

The glories of my Lord and King

The triumphs of his Grace!

In Africa the sharing of the Gospel began in an orderly and energetic way in 1955 when the Christadelphian Bible Mission (CBM) was established [in Britain]. The CBM immediately set to work advertising in all the English speaking newspapers in all the African countries. The responses began to pour in. In several months there had been 148 replies from central Africa, 442 from East Africa, well over 1000 from West Africa, which includes Nigeria.

Brothers and sisters in England volunteered to administer 100s of correspondence courses. And in due time there were people ready for baptism. 

The first baptisms in Nigeria, that resulted from the original ad[vertising] campaign happened in 1960 in a village named Ijuodo. 

Since that time the church has been growing at a constant rate so that in April of 2004 there were over 100 young people in Southern Nigerian able to make the tiring journey to Asaba for the annual CYC Christadelphian Youth Gathering. One of the longer trips is from [the capital] Lagos.

A couple of minibuses had been hired to take people to Asaba from the Lagos area. [minibus sign reads: “God is good Motor Co.”] No one argues with the sentiment expressed in the name of the bus company. 

[red bus painted : “God is God”] 

In fact you find that many Nigerians use their vehicles for self-expression. [white bus has painted: “The Merciful God”]

[truck has sign : “Touch not my anointed do my prophet no harm”]

[blue van painted : “Eli Eli Adonah”] 

[another blue van : “silence is the best answer”]

[sunscreen reads : “destiny”]

It takes over 5 hours to get from Lagos to Asaba. One of the reasons is is because the Nigerian infrastructure is a wreck. This is representative of the roads wherever you go. And it usually means several lanes of traffic scrunched down to one to get around the problem. It also means frequent traffic jams. In Nigeria that means the [going off the road and] creating a new lane, which usually just adds to the problem. The brothers and sisters deal with delays as a part of daily life. On a trip like this they pull out their hymnbooks and sing. Faith and travel go hand in hand, and travel can’t really be described, just experienced.

When it’s time for lunch the minibuses pull off the road and its bananas and dried plantains for everyone. There are almost more sellers than buyers at this stop. Competition is fierce.

Before long everyone is back in the vans and headed once again to Asaba.

And the “living water” (John 7:38) that will be offered at the Youth Gathering. [car in front has “living water” painted]

A banner advertising the gathering is visible a couple of blocks away. Nigerians take every opportunity to preach and so the whole neighborhood is invited to attend the lectures and the presentations.

Meetings like this are infrequent because traveling around Nigeria is so difficult.

So when brethren see each other they’re exuberant, and treasure the time they have together. An open air presentation is soon underway, and first several hymns are sung to get the neighborhood’s attention.

[song: crown him, crown him, crown him, O crown him Lord of all]

[another van goes past with “Living Water” painted]

Then the preaching begins.

In English and in one of the 21 major languages spoken in Nigeria.

[Nigerian brother speaks into microphone in local language]

[second brother translates into English for visitors from Lagos]

Amplification is a common feature of life in third world countries.

There don’t seem to be any rules about invading other peoples’ personal airspace. So the gospel messages echoes off the zinc rooftops and through the courtyards of Asaba. 

One thing you quickly notice about Nigeria; it’s a religious country.

Nigeria rivals Jamaica for most churches per square mile.

There is freedom of religion in Nigeria, but the government gives preferential treatment to Islam. Particularly in the North. Muslims are dominant in federal and military institutions and incidents of muslim persecution of Christians goes largely unnoticed.

The annual CYC Youth Gathering is held in a rented facility,

This year it’s a school in Asaba.

After climbing some of the strangest and most dangerous stairs you’ll ever see you reach the third floor. There you’ll find about 190 Nigerian brothers and sisters, along with a few English brethren. They’ve come together for two days of lectures, games, debates, skits, singing and great fellowship.

[English song “May the Lord be with you, and bless upon you, and give you peace and love”]

The CYC Gathering used to be just for kids. But over the years its grown to include people of just about any age. Those who attend benefit tremendously.

Sister Janet Orji: “It means a lot to me because I know I learn lots of things during the gathering. The word is being shared. And interacting with brothers and sisters I have never known. Seeing the brothers from East Nigeria West Nigeria which I have never seen before. And then getting to know how they behave, everything about them.” I get lots of things, from the lectures and all the rest”
Brethren from the UK regularly visit the ecclesias in Nigeria, and other countries in Africa. The CBM routinely sponsors mission trips and the nature of the trip depends largely on the country being visited. Because the ecclesias are well established in Nigeria the CBM visits here are mainly pastoral in nature.

“The ecclesias here are usually very well established” [Bro Andrew Pearce] “so their own preaching work is done by themselves”
They will do their own open air meetings, they will do leaflet distribution, they’ll do their preparation, they’ll do their door-to-door canavassing. They will go out and they will do that, so when we come along here we’re not usually being asked to be involved in that. I remember once we actually tried to go and support one of their open-airs. And in fact when we tried to get down to the open-air they’d actually moved the location where it was and we never actually got there. They were doing it and they were doing fine. So we’re here to support the ecclesias and support the brothers and sisters. Though what is marvelous here is the faith here of the brothers and sisters inside what I think is quite a hard situation, for Nigerians, and for the Nigerian brothers and sisters.

Their faith is marvelous.

The love that they have for each other, they way in which they’ll hold and cling on to that faith in difficult circumstances. Really gives me the edge which says these are my brothers and sisters I must please come and help to support them. They help me when I come. So I will just keep on coming back as long as I last. As long as I am able.

[David Furniss, CBM Assistant Linkman Nigeria]

Nigeria has had baptized brethren for over 30 years now. So they are fairly well developed. You’ve got longstanding brethren in both the East and the West of the country which gives us the stability. And the CBM has been coming to Nigeria from the early 1970s right through the 1980s and 1990s so there has been a lot of development of ecclesias, and ecclesial halls, over that time. So now into the 2000s we are fairly well developed, and we have ongoing building programs obviously, but more often than not its repairs to existing buildings, as well as a few smaller buildings which are being put up, but it is a well established community of Christadelphians here in Nigeria.”
The gathering schedule is very full. As you might expect there are lectures on a variety of subjects. And a lot of fun too. With skits presented by different age groups: [acting the parable of the prodigal son Luke 15]
One of the most impressive activities this year was a debate between the members of the Aba Sunday School.

The kids divided into teams and took both sides of the proposition that the reward of the righteous is eternal life on earth or in heaven.

They knew both sides of the argument very well.

[boy debating in African language – acting being an Evangelical preacher saying that souls go to heaven]

[girl answering with the Bible view – that Hebrews 11 says that the righteous do not go to heaven but are dead]

Judges listened carefully and critiqued each presentation.

One thing you can’t tell from watching the video is how hot it is. The temperature rose to nearly 100F (convert into Celsius) during the hottest part of the day. While the activities go on upstairs, lunch is prepared in the courtyard below. The afternoon is full of activities until late in the day. While time is made for baptismal interviews. Typically the brethren from CBM are invited to help out, but the Nigerians are quite capable and very thorough. Darkness falls before the interviews are finished but the day ends with the prospect of three baptisms in the morning.

It’s a half mile walk from the rented school to the Niger River. 

The baptisms are performed as daily life goes on all around.

The new sisters and brother are welcomed into the family with joy.

Then later during the breaking of bread meeting: “I extend to you now with great pleasure and joy on all our behalf the right hand of fellowship (Gal2:9) as part of the family of the Lord”
The Sunday morning service is like any other around the world. Well almost. The elements are all the same; an exhortation

[Nigerian brother speaking in one African language, off-screen voice of another Nigerian brother who translates into different African language]

…hymn singing…
…sharing bread and wine in memory of the Lord…
[passing one shared cup]

…and prayers…
A lesson of Galatians 3:28 is enforced “you are all one in Christ Jesus”
And as anywhere it makes for a long morning for some [children asleep]

Planning the gathering and pulling people together from different parts of Nigeria is challenging. But the resulting encouragement and fellowship are essential to the believers in this difficult country. 

Brother Femi Ogurji “The essence of our coming here is to study. Look into the word, see what lessons we can draw or whatever. We always try to make it as easy as possible to comprehend by picking out a theme, a theme for the whole Bible School. Then all the lectures, the topics that come into discussion, are centred round that theme. So like the theme for this year’s school is the coming of Christ. This year marriage came up because it is something that has been bugging the minds of the youths. Virtually every gathering we’ve had to date we’ve always had discussion coming up about marriage and courtship and stuff like that. So I think that was the reason why to let it be treated as a topic to be included. Generally all the lectures go towards that.”
Brother Emenike Ekeoma : “If you’re talking about peoples’ faith well then Nigeria is every day is becoming more difficult because of the economic situation here. The rulers of the country have really made things difficult but if we put our worshipping into the things of the kingdom then we are much encouraged. That in spite of our passing through difficulties here, we one day will overcome all these things, when the Lord comes again to establish his kingdom on the earth. There is so much unemployment in the country, there is so much moral failure, moral wickedness, and so we really encourage our youths to come around to faith and leave the things of the world aside. And face the Lord’s walk.”
133 million people live in Nigeria, but that’s just an estimate. It could be more. That makes it the most populated country in Africa. The literacy rate for the nation is estimated to be around 40%. The average life expectancy is 56 years. There are some 250 distinct ethnic groups. Three tribes in particular are the largest: the Hausa, predominantly in the North, the Yorubas in the South-West, and the Ibos in the East. Friction between the tribes is a part of daily life. 

Travelling from the gathering in Asaba to Aba means crossing the Niger River.

And crossing the Niger is as much a symbolic trip as it is a literal one.

The Niger is a natural dividing line in Nigeria.

It’s also a symbolic division.

Most of the Ibo tribe hail from the Eastern side of the river.

From 1967-1969 Nigeria endured a terrible civil war, as the Hausas and the Yorubas tried to eliminate the Ibos. Ibos who were living in other parts of Nigeria fled to their historic home territory in the South-East and they fought for their survival.

The city of Aba is home to one of the largest ecclesias in Nigeria. It’s a vital group of more than 100 members. It’s quick to preach to the community.

The ecclesia gathers at the hall before an open-air event for some hymn singing, a word of exhortation, and prayers.

“When we see black people and white people having fellowship together.. it is a thing of joy.  It gives us the figure…. Of that that will happen in the kingdom.

While the brothers and sisters prepare at the hall, preparations are made down at the street corner. The brethren have no illusions. They know that the Christadelphian faith is different from the surrounding churches. That changing peoples minds is difficult.

Brother Orju Okeocke “It is very difficult for people to change because the emphasis in most churches is on music, singing and shouting. Not on reading the Bible carefully.”
Eventually everyone assembles. And, as is standard operating procedure, music leads off the presentation.

“Good evening everyone and thank you for listening to us”
This evening the visiting brothers are called upon to speak.

There’s enough power here to send the message a half mile away.

Leaflets are passed out to those who are listening in the neighbourhood.

The open-air [meeting] goes on for quite a while.

The Aba ecclesia is a brilliant lampstand in an otherwise very dark part of the world.

[voice of Nigerian brother:] “We have the hope that you will come and ask questions”
[voice of English brother:] When you see the brothers and sisters here and how much some of them have got quite a depth of knowledge. And you learn from them. You do learn a great deal from them. [Bro Philip Oram] Not just in the way they overcome in life quite difficult situations. The majority of them are living in difficult situations. But also in ideas which they have. You know, bringing out some little passage from the Scriptures which help all of us. In our understanding, in our walk to the kingdom. So I think we learn and gain as much from them as we actually give to be honest.

The Aba ecclesia is a hub which sends brethren out to support smaller ecclesias in the area. One of those ecclesias is at Port Harcourt, a couple of hours drive from Aba.

The ecclesia here meets under a rented canopy.

English Brother Chris Furniss and Nigerian brother Gabriel Allery made the trip from Aba to build up the brothers and sisters here. As usual even with only a few voices the class starts with hymn singing. 

Well worn hymnbooks come out and several favourites are selected.

[singing:] O Praise ye the Lord; Praise him in the height; rejoice in his work ye angels of light

Then the class begins. 

A discussion of the New Testament section for the day from the daily Bible reading plan.

This emphasizes an important point: It’s really not difficult to do this sort of “mission work”. Nor does it take a tremendous depth of knowledge. All that’s necessary is the willingness to go and talk about the Bible with others. On this day a Seventh Day Adventist friend has been invited and has a number of probing questions. About an hour into the class everyone becomes very thankful for the canopy. (torrential rain)

Southern Nigeria gets heavy rainfall April through July. And this downpour lasts a good half hour. As is usual soft drinks are brought out after the class for some much welcome refreshment.

While Chris is in Port Harcourt the other members of the CBM group have travelled to other towns to support the brethren living there. Brothers David Furniss and John Woodcock are in Jos, and Philip Oram and Andrew Pearce conduct a Bible class in Ali.

“He said to his disciples gather up the fragments that remain that nothing be lost” (John 6:12)

The Ali ecclesia is well established, and is largely made up of the extended family of Bro Richard and Sis Beatrice Ikbeama. “I was a member of the Methodist Church. One day I came across my brother Jeppo Wassum. So he gave me one copy of Glad Tidings magazine from the Christadelphian Bible organisation. After reading it I was highly motivated and captivated. So I started to have evening classes with them. And from that I understood that what I had understood to be the truth from the Methodist Church wasn’t the same as that from the Christadelphian Bible Mission teaching. When I was attending the Methodist church we were told that the saints like Abraham and David are now in heaven. But after going to the Christadelphian Bible classes and hear their teaching I discover that they are still in the grave. That they can only arise from the dead when Christ has come.”
There are 15 baptised members of the Ali ecclesia. They routinely preach in Ali and the surrounding towns. And invite friends to their Bible classes.

Back in Port Harcourt there’s a quick check of progress on a permanent hall before heading back to Aba. It’s located outside the town and there’s some concern that it might be difficult for the brethren in Port Harcourt to get there. 

The flame that you see in the background is burn off from a Shell Oil refinery. Nigeria is the worlds 9th largest producer of oil. It’s enough oil that the threat of a strike by Nigerian oil workers sends ripples through the world economy. Nigeria is also notable for something else.

[sticker reads “corruption destroys, Destroy corruption]

Corruption. An international monitoring organisation called Transparency International lists Nigeria as the second most corrupt country on a list of 133 nations that it watches. Corruption is visible everywhere. The profits from Nigeria’s oil and other natural resources don’t seem to go towards repairing its infrastructure. You only need to go a few miles on any road to discover that much of the country is in terrible shape. You only need to drive a few miles on any road to encounter a road block. Soldiers with guns routinely set up road blocks. There’s one every 20 miles or so. Anywhere you go. They are there ostensibly to stop smugglers and drug runners but they fine drivers for any petty infraction. It’s a fair assumption that the day’s take doesn’t go into the government’s coffer. Nigerians learn to live with corruption on a daily basis in every aspect of their lives. It's one of the reasons it's a difficult place to live.

Bro. Kayode Ogunji “Very difficult I would say, because it takes the grace of God to survive. Formerly in Nigeria there’s an adage that we have that we three levels: the upper, the middle and the lower class. But with the present problems we’re having, which is a sign of the end, as we would look at it, that middle class has been eroded. And you see the pressure from above, now, pushing down a lot of people. So that is a problem we have. But by grace, by God’s grace, we will survive.”
Like many third world countries pollution is a problem. Exploitation and neglect combine to ruin what should be a tropical paradise. The only elephants and rhinoceros left in Nigeria are in a couple of national parks and in advertisements. There are billboards everywhere, constantly reminding Nigerians of the AIDS epidemic. Life is fragile, a constant balancing act of survival. Where people work long hours for meagre pay scratching out a living as best they can. Aba is full of businesses like this. Women and men stitch together a life doing whatever is necessary to support themselves and their families. One of the unique features of big cities like Aba is how its commerce is divided into different districts. You can go for blocks seeing nothing but shoes for sale. Then it is shop after shop of something else. One of the brothers in the Aba meeting [church] owns a cloth shop in the cloth district where there are hundreds of competitors. You’ve never seen so much cloth in one place. 

A good number of the ecclesia [church] gather when morning took on something of a pilgrimage. Originally a few of the westerners were planning to visit what are simply called “the caves”. Before long word spread that an outing was planned. And in no time a large group had assembled to make the drive to Alayi. Not everyone arrived at the same time, and as usual, to fill the time hymnbooks were pulled out and singing in earnest began. 

The ecclesia at Alayi has a long history of faithfulness in times of adversity.   

Handcarved doors to the ecclesial hall speak of a devotion to the truth, and holding it fast.

The walls bear reminders that the Bible teaching has found ready ears here, and ready hearts that hold it fast.

[singing]

Before long the last van pulls up, with singing of course.

The hike to the caves is a healthy one. 2 to 3 miles past giant termite hills… palm tree and cassava fields… It’s rather hot and humid too so that wading through a couple of cool streams isn’t a problem, it’s refreshing.

The brothers and sisters disappear into the rocks and emerge at the destination. A hiding place during a frightening time in Nigeria’s history. From 1967-1970 Nigeria was caught up in a civil war. We know it today by the name of this region – Biafra. The Ibo tribe attempted to secede from the rest of the country. Terrible atrocities took place. Hundreds of thousands of people suffered starvation and slaughter. It was a common practice for the Biafran army to force into service any young man able bodied enough to fight. “Conscientious objection” was unheard of. So the brethren in this area hid in these caves to escape detection. One of those was bro. Peter Kalu. 

“During the war this served as a shelter for the refugees. They assembled here. Now the cave is a very big one, it extends right inside the forest. Now it has four compartments, this is just one of them. So in the midst of the war brethren were scattered all over the whole area. Then on Sundays they would converge here. We were about eight brethren then and we would break bread. We were almost cut of from the rest of the world so we had no access to wine and bread. So we made this local wine. For bread we managed to bake yams, these local yams. We used them for bread.”
Bro. Elijah Eze was another Christadelphian who hid in the caves.

“It would mean either I am killed because I won’t go in the army, or they torture me and leave me. But I will never join the army. So I had to hide as others did. And again, the soldiers too, federal troops, federal soldiers, they like to take young boys and conscript them, force them to do certain things for them, or join the army – deserting Biafra, Biafran side. But the Biafran side is quite different.

So because I had to fine my way, get a chance so that I wouldn’t be conscripted or maltreated I had to go into the forest and hide.”
Peter Kalu’s brother John was a boy soldier in the war forced into service as a spy. Unlike many such boy soldiers he survived. When he returned home he found his brother had something to share with him.

“I first started studying with the Jehovah’s Witnesses. And then one day I asked the question about Satan; that I am not satisfied with the explanation they give about Satan. How can God create the world and find now that everything in the world and say that everything he has created is “very good”. Then he sends a destroying angel to go and destroy those very good things. I cannot understand it. So they tried to explain it, I was not satisfied. Then when I came home I called my younger brother, Peter Kalu, and asked him the same question. He opened up the Bible and explained it so easily to me that I felt foolish. Then from that day I called a friend of mine, brother Mike Ekura, the late bro Mike Ekura, and told him I have found the way I’ll be worshipping now. So two of us started studying with the Christadelphians.”
On this day a prayer of thanks is given for deliverance provided by God. 

[prayer:] “…and as men and women and children made their homes temporarily in these poor caves, may each one of us have a glorious eternal home in your wonderful kingdom. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” [everyone] “Amen”
And those who have made the long trip join their voices in hymns of praise.

Nigeria is a hard place to live. But the difficulties brothers and sisters face daily makes times of fellowship especially meaningful. An annual fraternal gathering is held every Spring. This time its being held in Benin City. On the western side of the Niger river. Typically brethren from the UK, sponsored by the CBM, come to support the Nigerian brethren with classes and lectures. As if to accentuate the unpredictability and frustration that is Nigeria the taxi van carrying the CBM visitors runs out of gasoline on the way. Eventually the problem is resolved and the group arrives at its destination, the Western Boys High School in Benin City. Visiting brothers and sisters are always made to feel very welcome. Nigerians appreciate the effort it takes for anyone to travel here. Since the assembly hall at the school has been rented to a wedding party, canopies are set up on the grounds to shelter people on the first day of the gathering.

The sun is blistering but everyone is very attentive.

A full schedule of classes is presented around the theme ‘Following Christ truthfully in modern day life’.

Open your Bibles please…[translator speaks in African language]. to the letter to the Hebrews… [translator speaks in African language]. There are a multitude of dialects in Nigeria. Frequently lectures are translated into more than one language.  

“My whole evaluation of the Gospel has completely altered since I’ve been coming here.” Bro John Woodcock “Because I see that the trial of their faith is so severe sometimes. They bear up under it with a fortitude that is quite breathtaking. And it shames me to see my own lamentable weaknesses sometimes. That make me complain about the utter trivialities that we have to undergo in our lives, the way they carry them. I’m not putting them on pedestals. They are flesh and blood like the rest of us. But there is a simplicity and a strength of faith that we lack I feel.”
The brethren take every opportunity to preach. For a small sum a local TV cameraman is hired to videotape the proceedings for playback later on local private TV station. Bro Chris Furniss is interviewed and a number of presentations are recorded for the program.

But preaching in Nigeria is difficult.

Bro Benson Osahon “Difficult because of the pollution of the Gospel. The churches around are not preaching the Gospel. They are preaching prosperity. They are dramatists. They play drama instead of preaching Christ. They continue to play drama, they want to heal, they want to give a spectacle, they want to preach prosperity to people. And that is what our people here want, because in our city here there are no industries. Many people are jobless. So they want that God will transform their standard of living to a better one.”
The classes are punctuated with other activities, like singing… and singing… and more singing. A Bible quiz teases everybody’s brains. 

And Bro Femi entertains during lunch. 

At the end of the afternoon there’s a little time for socializing and for an informal soccer game. One of those chasing the ball is Sister Julie Omocayo. She’s a first year pre-med student who finds that life at college as a believer can be difficult. “It is really tough. It is really tough going to school. Especially in the kind of place where I am the only Christadelphian. I don’t have anybody who shares the same faith with me. I just try to talk to people when I can. And most of the time its my roommates. I get to talk to them very much because we wake up together, sleep together, eat together, go to class together. So I have more time to talk to them. I think I’ve been making progress. I’ve been doing what I feel I can. I think God has been helping me.”
Gatherings like this one serve several purposes, as they do in Christadelphian communities in other parts of the world. One is helping young people get to know each other. Even so finding a partner in the truth has its problems:

Sis Carolyn Omotayo. “For example in the eastern parts if you want their hand in marriage from the south, in some cases even if they believe the same faith, they still don’t want to give their hand in marriage, I think that’s because of the tribal relationship. I think that is the main problem. And you know we’re very few. We are few in Nigeria. Several times we have discussed this but the tendency continues. Some sisters have a problem getting a partner in the [sheep]fold. I don’t know how we can solve this.” 

Late in the day preparations are made for the Sunday program.

The young people pitch in to help clean the meeting room.

Once all is in order there is some time before sunset to devote to hymnsinging.

Next morning before the meeting there’s a trip to a nearby river for two baptisms. As the service proceeds two priests of an indigenous religion pray to the river god. You can hear their noisemakers in the distance. Two young women have been interviewed the day before, and this morning one by one they commit themselves to following the Lord.

Later bro David Furniss extends the right hand of fellowship during the memorial service.

“We come just to give them support, to help them with any spiritual issues they may have and just encourage them really. Just to show them that there is a wider community and we are all there giving them support and praying for them.”
There are a number of small ecclesias spread through Nigeria’s remote villages. One of these in Odochala on the Eastern bank of the the Niger river. Odochala is in many ways isolated from the rest of the world. The easiest way to get there is by boat because bridges across the Niger are few and far between. 

Arrangements for this visit have been worked out at one of the gatherings and the sister and two brothers who live here are thrilled when Chris Furniss and Aloy Obedie arrive. They’ve also maid preparations by inviting the town to a public lecture in the villagers’ common building.

Watching Chris and Aloy walk into Odachala and start preaching gives you some idea of what it must have been like in the first Century when someone carrying the Gospel message came to town. Using the daily reading from John as a starting point Chris speaks for over an hour on the subject of the nature of God. Despite the heat and the hard wooden benches the crowd plays close attention.

Chris Furniss: “If people want to come and help then basically all you need to do is be aware of the first principles of the scriptures. That’s all you need to know, because what is involved in coming out here for 2 weeks, 3 weeks a month, whatever is being able to answer, when someone comes to you and says: hey what do you think about the kingdom of God? And if your neighbour, your schoolmate, your workmate, someone on the street said “what do you think about the kingdom of God?” then you’d be able to answer. And it’s just the same thing. You don’t need to be a tremendously good Bible student, you need to know the principles of the faith that we believe in. So that if someone says “what is it the kingdom of God? What is the hope of the future? What is the resurrection? Who was Jesus Christ? Then you can answer. Just simply, from the Bible, let the Bible talk.  But if people want to prepare themselves in making sure they really do understand those first principles. And if any young people want to go to Nigeria or to any other part of the world and preach the Gospel then that’s all they’re going to need to know. Because if you don’t know the answer, then say ‘I don’t know the answer’, and there’s nothing wrong with that. There are always things that we don’t know the answer to. So no one needs to think ‘I don’t know enough to become a missionary, I don’t know enough to become a preacher. We’re all missionaries, we’re all preachers, or we should be, wherever we are. And we’re learning day by day. And its as simple as that.
 When the speaking is done the usual soft drinks appear. The 100 degree (translate in Celsius) heat makes an orange soda especially welcome. Grain spread out to dry in Odachala makes a visitor think of Jesus’ words “The fields are white unto the harvest” the world over (John 4:35). But “the labourers are few” (matt 9:37) – the work is demanding. The Lord is calling out a people for his name in Nigeria and throughout the earth.(Acts15:14) . The trials that people face here make the promises of God all the more meaningful and precious. Brothers and sisters here know that they are being shaped (forged, as metal) for the kingdom of God. And look forward to the day of deliverance with great anticipation. The Truth is spreading, and the ecclesias here are growing in Nigeria.

The Christadelphians in Lagos are building a new hall here on the outskirts of town where they’ve been able to buy some land.

But the Truth has a lot of competition from a multitude of other denominations.

Bro Kester Omotayo: “There are a lot of churches springing up in the country.  And these churches have money to play with. And to entice people. When you can really display money and say it is the gift of God, and its only the people who have this money who are God’s own beloved ones. That alone is a very serious challenge for the Christadelphian faith in this country. If we pour in money to entice people, then the love for the Gospel will be anchored on money. And we were taught in the Scripture that ‘the love of money is the root of all evil” (1Tim6:10) And evil will start now to corrupt the faith. It’s not right. We should really be seen as brothers who care for our brothers who are living poor here. If we can have any means by which we can assist them, those who are unemployed, that would be better than flowing in money to people.”
Many brothers and sisters struggle daily to survive in difficult circumstances. Western visitors can easily feel a twinge of guilt about the relative ease that life in their own part of the world affords. But a better more productive feeling is one that starts with questions like these – what can I do with the resources I have? How can I help spread the Gospel to those who need it so desperately? How can I help those in the brotherhood who are truly in desperate straits? There is always work that can be done. And the Christadelphian mission organisations can always use volunteers. They are also in the best position to make sure that contributions are used in the most effective way. The joy and peace that the Gospel brings, the hope that it offers is manifestly apparent in the circumstances of life in Nigeria. And the voices of the brothers and sisters here join with those of believers North and South, East and West, God’s family around the world in a heart-felt chorus of praise.

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great redeemer’s praise!

The glories of my Lord and King, the triumphs of his grace. 

Jesus the name that calls our fears, that bids our sorrows cease!

It is music in the sinners ears, it is life and health and peace.

He speaks and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive,

The mournful broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe.

My gracious master and my Lord, assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad, the honours of thy name.

Thank you for watching

Produced by Steve, Arlene and Rachel Johnson.

With blessings from our Heavenly Father,

Thanks to Chris and David Furniss and the CBM.

And many thanks to our Nigerian brothers and sisters for your help and hospitality.
	帮助有信心的家庭
向世界传播真理
威廉斯堡基督弟兄会基金会
本节目中记载的事情发生在2004年4月
你好，我是电视制作人史蒂夫-约翰逊。我在美国中西部芝加哥附近的一所小型基督弟兄会的教会里长大。孩童时期，我的父母订阅了圣经传教杂志,我清楚地记得每个月当杂志送到信箱时我会整本浏览。
[尼泊尔加德满都教堂的照片]

现在使我念念不忘的是其它基督弟兄会的黑白照片。通常，这些照片收集摆放在教会大厅前面，一些地名我不曾听过，感觉确实可笑。
[法国基督弟兄会聚会时的照片]
我常常想：其他基督弟兄长得是什么模样?

他们看起来与我不同。他们说的话我不懂。他们居住的地方离我太远。
中年时我发现我的弟兄和姐妹住的地方其实并非那么遥远。只需拜访他们，就能了解他们和我一样过着五彩缤纷的生活。

最近几年，我受神的赐福开始拜访许多国家的弟兄和姐妹。这些拜访有许多次已被制作成电视节目。El萨尔瓦多、牙买加、爱尔兰、印度、俄罗斯，这些国家从WCF均可到达。
最近我有幸遇见了尼日利亚的信仰者。
据推算在尼日利亚大约有1000名基督弟兄会的会员,还有数千人遍布非洲，如利比里亚、塞拉利昂、坦桑尼亚、肯尼亚、赞比亚、马拉维和南非等其它许多国家。虽然我们的文化和语言不同，但我发现基督弟兄会会员对神及他的道具有同样的热情与敬意。他们同样献身于跟随他的儿子，我们的主耶稣；同样希望与邻居们分享这福音；就像我们和他们一同分享的那样。
歌词:

噢，千口同唱!

赞美我伟大的赎救主!

我主与王的荣耀，

在他恩典里有胜利!
在非洲福音的分享井然有序，充满活力，1995年基督弟兄会圣经使命团（CBM)在英国设立。CBM立即着手工作,在非洲各国的英语报上刊登广告。反响蜂拥而至。几个月内收到的回复在中非148次,东非442次,西非,包括尼日利亚超过1000次。
在英国的弟兄和姐妹自愿管理这几百人的函授课程。时候到了，有多人准备洗礼。

第一批洗礼仪式在尼日利亚举行,这次洗礼应归功于1960年在一个名叫伊九德的村庄发起了的广告战。

自那时起教会以稳定的速度发展,2004年4月在南部非洲的尼日利亚有100多位年轻人艰苦地旅行到阿沙巴参加CYC基督弟兄会的青年聚会。其中较远的一次旅途始于首都拉格斯。

数辆租用的中型客车把大家从阿沙巴载到拉格斯。[中型客车的标记:“神是仁慈的动力公司。”]没有人怀疑这家汽车公司的名称所表达出来的情感。
[红色汽车上写着:“神就是神”]

事实上我们发现许多尼日利亚人使用的车辆来表达自己的观点。[白色汽车写着:“仁慈的神”]
卡车上也有标志:“不要接触我的受膏者,不要伤害我的先知”]
[蓝色汽车写着:“Eli Eli Adonah”](意思是耶和华是我的神)
[另一辆蓝色货车:“沉默是最佳的回答”]
[防晒霜上写着:“命运”]
从拉格斯到阿沙巴需5个多小时的时间。原因之一是尼日利亚的基础设施破坏严重。无论你上哪儿,这是典型的道路。通过需要绕过多条小路才能克服这个问题。它意味着交通堵塞。在尼日利亚,这就意味着离开旧的道路走别的小道,这样做通常会增加新的问题。弟兄和姐妹们常常耽搁在路上,这成了他们日常生活的一部分。在这样的旅程中,他们拿出赞美诗并且歌唱。信仰和旅行手拉手,这样的旅行真的无法描绘,只能体会。
午餐的时候,小型客车离开公路,人人都买来香蕉和香蕉干。在这个停靠站,商贩几乎比客户还要多。竞争是残酷的。
不久人人又回到货车上,再次向阿沙巴进发。
在轻年团聚会上供应“活水”(约翰福音7:38)。[汽车前面写着“活水”]
广告旗帜告诉大家聚会地点近在眼前,再过几段路就到了。尼日利亚人利用每个机会传播福音,所以整个邻区都受邀请去听课与介绍。
这样的集会很少见,因为在尼日利亚旅行非常困难。
所以,当弟兄们相见,他们个个都充满喜悦,珍惜彼此在一起的时光。露天的介绍会马上就要举行,开始时要唱几首赞美诗,吸引四邻的注意。
［歌词:为他加冕,加冕,加冕,噢,他是万主之主]
[另一辆货车开过去,车上写着“活水”]
然后传教活动开始。
讲座使用英语和尼日利亚当地主要的21种语言之一。 
[尼日利亚弟兄对着麦克风说当地话]
[第二位弟兄为来自拉格斯的客人翻译成英语]
使用扩音器是第三世界国家一个共同的生活特点。
当地对于侵犯其他人的领空好像没有什么制度。所有福音的消息越过锌制的房顶,穿过阿沙巴的庭院。
对尼日利亚，有一件事情你会马上注意到:这是一个信奉宗教的国家。
尼日利亚每平方公里拥有的教堂数量可与牙买加匹敌。
尼日利亚有宗教自由,但政府优待伊斯兰教，特别是在北方。穆斯林在联邦和军事机构中占主导地位,穆斯林迫害基督徒的事件大多被人熟视无睹。
每年一度的CYC青年聚会在租用的房间里举行。
本年在阿沙巴的一所学校里举行。
爬过一些最奇异和危险的楼梯后,在三楼你将见到约190位尼日利亚的弟兄与姐妹,还有少数几位英国弟兄。他们到此是为了两天的演讲、游戏、辩论、表演节目、唱歌，并进行伟大的交流。
[英语歌词“愿主与你们同在,赐福你们,赐你们和平与爱心”]
CYC的聚会常常适合年轻人。但近年来，该聚会已包括任何年龄段的人群。参加的人受益非浅。
JanetOrji姐妹说:“它对我意义重大，因为我在聚会上了解了许多东西。分享他的道。相互影响我从不认识的弟兄与姐妹。看到从尼日利亚东部或尼日利亚西部的弟兄。认识他们如何行动，以及关于他们的一切。从演讲以及其它活动中我懂得了许多事情”
英国的弟兄经常拜访尼日利亚及非洲其它国家的教会。CBM按惯例赞助这些传教旅行，旅行的性质很大程度上取决于被拜访的国家。因为在尼日利亚已广泛地建立起教堂，实际上CBM在此主要访问一些牧师。
“这里的教堂已广泛建立起来”[Andrew Pearce弟兄]“所以，他们自己的传教工作靠他们自己去做。”
他们自己安排露天聚会,自己散发传单,自己做准备,他们自己走村串户传教。他们自己外出做这些事,所以，当我们到这里时，他们通常不会让我们做这些事情。我记得有一次我们想帮助他们召开一次露天聚会。结果呢，当我们想办法去参加露天聚会时，他们已改变了地点，是一个我们实从未到过的地方。他们一直都在做这些事，而且做得很出色。我们到这里来是为了帮助教会，帮助这里的弟兄和姐妹。这里最让人感叹的弟兄姐妹们的信仰，我们认为当地的情形都是不容易的事情,对尼日利亚人、和尼日利亚的弟兄和姐妹们来说。
他们的信仰真的令人感叹。
他们相互之间表达出来的爱心,他们在艰苦环境下坚持信仰的方式，确实使我有一种强烈的愿望：他们是我的弟兄和姐妹，我必须来帮助他们。我到达的时候他们帮助我，所以，只要我活着我就会坚持回来看望他们，只要我还能回来的话。
[DavidFurniss,CBM尼日利亚协助联系人]
尼日利亚拥有受洗的弟兄已经30多年了。信仰者已得到相当的发展。该国的东方和西方都有许多长期的弟兄，给我们一种稳定的感觉。CBM早在二十世纪七十年代就来到尼日利亚，经过八十年代和九十年代的发展，教会、教堂在那段时间已有长足的发展，至今已发展到2000家,显然我们还有许多在建的项目,但更经常的是维修现在的建筑，还有少量小建筑在建造,但在尼日利亚这里已充分建立基督弟兄会会员的社区。”
聚会的日程安排是全面的。正如你们所预期的那样，有关于许多主题的演讲，也有许多乐趣，包括不同年龄段的人表演的节目:[正在演出的是路加福音15章浪子的寓言]
今年给人印象最深的一项活动是阿巴星期日学校会员间的一次辩论。
辩论的主题是：义人的报答是在地上或天上得永生。学员根据赞成或反对这个命题分成两组。
他们都熟知辩论的双方的论点。
[男孩–扮演福音传教士，用非洲语言辩论，主张灵魂上天堂]
[女孩用圣经的观点回应–希伯来语第11章说义人只是死了，他们没有上天堂]
裁判仔细地听取双方的辩论，评价各自的陈述。
你们从电视上不能看到的是辩论多么热烈。白天最热时的温度上升到近38℃。当活动在楼上继续时，午餐正在下面的庭院里准备。下午已排满各项活动，直至深夜。但仍挤出洗礼会面的时间。常常CBM的弟兄们都被请去帮忙,但尼日利亚人能够做好这件事，而且做事有始有终。会面还没有结束，夜幕早已降临，这天已经过去，明天早上有三次洗礼。
从租用的学校到尼日尔河约半里路的行程。
洗礼常年都有，就像日常生活一样。
他们带着喜乐欢迎新的弟兄与姐妹进入这个家庭。
接下来在聚会的掰饼仪式中:“我极其幸福与喜悦地用右手向你行相交之礼，叫你们成为主家里的一部分”(加拉太书2:9)。
星期日早上的礼拜和世界其他地方的礼拜仪式相似，几乎相同。最基本的都是一样:训道。
[尼日利亚的弟兄用一种非洲语演讲,幕后另一位弟兄翻译成其它非洲语言]
…唱赞美诗…
…分享饼和酒,纪念主…
[传递分享的杯]
…祷告…
加拉太书3:28中的教训在这里得到了加强：“你们在基督耶稣里都成为一了。”
和其它地方一样,有时早上的聚会时间很长[孩子睡着了]
计划聚会,把尼日利亚不同地区的弟兄聚集在一起是一种挑战。但结果是鼓舞人心的,交往对于这个困难国家里的信徒是必不可缺的。
Femi Ogurji弟兄:“我们到这里来的目的是学习。研究神的道,看看我们能汲取什么教训,或其它什么东西。我们总是想办法尽可能简单地选出一个容易理解的主题,整个圣经学校的主题。接下来,所有的演讲、讨论，都集中在这个主题上。又如，今年学校的主题是基督的降临。婚姻这个问题又来了，因为这个问题一直困扰年轻人的思想。事实上,至今的每次聚会我们都讨论过有关婚姻、求爱以及金钱等问题。所以，我认为这正是选择这个主题的原因。一般来说，所有演讲都为了那个目标。”
Emenike Ekeoma弟兄：“如果你们谈论了人们的信仰，由于这里的经济形势状况，尼日利亚变得日益困难。国家的统治者确实使事情变得更为困难了，但如果我们更多地崇拜天国里的东西，我们会受到更大的鼓舞。仅管我们在此正经历困难,我们总有一天会克服这些困难,主最终将亲临地球，建立他的国。这个国家失业率高、道德沦丧、缺德,所以，我们实实在在地鼓励年轻人以信仰为中心，搁置世间的事情。顺从主的道而行。”
1亿3千3百万人口生活在尼日利亚,但这仅仅是一个估计的数字。事实可能更多。这是非洲人口最多的国家。该国的识字人口率估计约40%。平均寿命56岁。大约有250个部落。其中三个部落最大:豪撒人主要在北方,约鲁巴人在西南,伊博人在东方。部落间常有摩擦。
从阿沙巴的聚会旅行到阿巴意味着跨越尼日尔河。
跨越尼日尔河是一次象征性的旅行。
尼日尔河在尼日利亚是一条天然的分界线。
它也是一个象征性的分区。
许多伊博人在河的东边欢呼。
从1967-1969年尼日利亚忍受可怕的内战,因为豪撒人和约鲁人想消灭伊博人。生活在尼日利亚其它地方的伊博人逃到他们历史上的家乡领土，为他们的生存而战斗。
阿巴城教会是尼日利亚最大教会之一。这个教会的重要成员超过100人。向这个团体传播福音很方便。
教会成员聚集在会堂里，然后举行露天活动，唱赞美歌，听训道，做祈祷。
“当我们看到黑人和白人一起交往时…那是一件欢乐的事。它给我的印象…是天国里发生的那种事情。”
弟兄和姐妹们在大厅里做准备,街道的角落里也有人在做准备。弟兄们没有幻想。他们知道基督弟兄会的信仰不同于周围教堂里的信仰。改变人的思想不是一件简单的事情。
Orju Okeocke弟兄：“人们很难被改变思想，大多数教会强调的是音乐、唱歌和叫喊，而不是仔细阅读圣经。”
最后人人都集合在一起。就像标准的动作模式一样，音乐开场。
“大家晚上好，感谢诸位来听我们说道。”
今天，我们欢迎远道而来的弟兄发言。
这里有足够的功率，可以把信息送到半里以外的地方。
传单已发送到那些在四邻收听的人手中。
露天会议将持续很长一段时间。
在世界极其黑暗的地方，阿巴教会是一盏明亮的灯台。
[尼日利亚弟兄的声音:]“我们希望大家来提问”
[英国弟兄的声音:]当你们看到这里的弟兄和姐妹时，看到他们当中的一些人已经获得了相当深厚的知识。你们应向他们学习。你们确实从他们那里学到了许多知识。[Philip Oram弟兄]不只他们在生活里战胜困难的方法。他们大多数人都生活在艰难的环境里。而且还有他们拥有的理念。你知道，从圣经里取出一些小段落对我们大家都有帮助。帮助我们理解，帮助我们走向神的国。所以，我认为只要我们诚实，我们就能从中学到和得到许多知识。
阿巴教会是各教会的中心，常常差遣弟兄支持该地区更小的教会，其中有一家在哈考特港,从阿巴驾车需数小时。

这个教会在租用的遮篷里聚会。

英国的弟兄Chris Furniss和尼日利亚的弟兄Gabriel Allery从阿巴旅行去组织这里的弟兄与姐妹。和往常一样，只有为数不多的几种声音，课堂从唱圣歌开始。

他们拿出已经用得很旧的赞美诗集，选择几首喜爱的圣歌。

[唱歌:]你们要赞美主;赞美在天上的主;光明的天使也喜悦他的工作……
然后开始上课。

根据每日圣经阅读计划讨论新约圣经选段。

这里强调重要的一点:从事这种“传教工作”确实不难，也无需极其深奥的知识。所必须的一切就是愿意去和他人交流圣经。这天请来一位基督复活安息日教会的朋友，还探讨了一些问题。听课一小时后,人人都很感激那个遮篷。(倾盆大雨)。
尼日利亚南方四至七月大雨倾盆。这次倾盆大雨足足持续半小时。通常,课后提供一些不含酒精的饮料,以示欢迎。

克里斯居住在哈考特港口,CBM小组的其他会员旅行到其它城镇帮助生活在那里的弟兄们。David Furniss和John Woodcock弟兄生活在Jos, Philip Oram和AndrewPearce在Ali举办圣经班。
“耶稣对门徒说：‘把剩下的零碎收拾起来，免得有糟蹋的’”(约翰福音6:12)。
Ali教会已广泛建立,主要由Bro Richard和Sis Beatrice Ikbeama家族组成。“我过去是卫理公会教会的会员。有一天我遇见了我的弟兄Jeppo Wassum。他给我一本基督弟兄会组成的一本《好消息》杂志。阅读之后我很受感动和鼓舞。我开始和他们一起上夜课。从此我懂得，在卫理公会教会里学到的真理与基督弟兄会圣经传教会的教义大相径庭。当我参加卫理公会派教会时，我们被告知像亚伯拉罕和大卫那样的圣徒现在在天上。但自从上了基督弟兄会的圣经班，听了他们的教义后，我发现他们仍在坟墓里。只有在基督降临时他们才能从死亡中复活。”
Ali教会里有15名受洗的会员。他们通常在Ali及其附近的村镇传教。邀请朋友参加他们的圣经班。
回到哈考特港口后，迅速检查会堂，然后返回到阿巴。它位于镇外，哈考特的弟兄很难去那里。

你从背景中看到的是壳牌炼油厂燃烧时的火焰。尼日利亚是世界第9大石油生产国。该国石油资源丰富，尼日利亚罢工的威胁使世界经济激起层层涟漪。尼日利亚在其它方面也引人注目。

[粘贴标语：“腐败消灭一切,要消灭腐败”]

腐败。一个被称为透明国际的国际监督组织在所观察的133个国家中将尼日利亚列为第二个最腐败的国家。腐败到处可见。尼日利亚的石油和其它资源并不见得能修复其基础设施。你只需在任何一条路上走几里，就能发现该国的大部分地区都处于这种糟糕的状况下。在任何一条路上开车几英里就能遇到道路堵塞。荷枪实弹的士兵疏通道路堵塞。每隔约20英里就有一名战士。无论你去哪里。他们从表面上看是为了阻止走私犯和毒犯，但是实际上是为了处罚违规者。那日的收获不用进入政府的保险箱，这样的猜想也是合情合理的。尼日利亚人学会在生活的每个方面与腐败共存。尼日利亚成了很难生活的地方，这也是原因之一。

Kayode Ogunji弟兄：“我得说很难,因为要靠神的恩典才能生存。从前在尼日利亚有一句格言:我们有三个阶层:上层、中层和低层。但我们现在的问题是中层已经腐败，这是末日的迹象。你们从上面可以看到，压力打跨了许多人。所以，那就是我们面临的问题。但因为有恩典，因为神的恩典，我们能生存。”
和许多第三世界国家一样，污染是一个问题。开发和疏忽将毁灭一个应该是热带的天堂的国家。在尼日利亚存活的大象和犀牛现在只能在国家公园与广告上见到。到处都是广告牌，不断提醒尼日利亚人爱滋病流行。生命脆弱，生存需要不断作出平衡的努力。百姓长时间工作只为可怜的报酬，他们尽力凑合着生活。阿巴到处都有人经营这样的生意。男人和女人共同谋生，为了养活自己及家人，他们需要做什么就做什么。像阿巴这样的大城市的一个特点是商业如何被划分成不同的区域。你们走上几条街区却只能看到卖鞋。然后是挨家挨户在卖其它东西。阿巴教会里有一位弟兄在布区拥有一家布店，那里有成百的竞争对手。你绝不会在一个地方见到过如此多的布料。
教会的许多会员聚集在一起，好像早晨是朝圣的时间一样。最初只有少数的西方人计划参观被他们简单地称作“洞穴”的地方。不久，有消息传开说准备郊游。立即组织了一大群人，驾车到Alayi。并非人人都同时到达,和往常一样,拿出赞美诗集消磨时光，开始虔诚地唱圣歌。
Alayi的教会在逆境时代已有悠久的信仰历史。

教堂大厅雕刻的门表明对真理的热爱和坚定。

墙提示人们圣经教义已经找到乐意倾听的耳朵,愿意坚持圣经之道的心。

[唱歌:]
不久前最后一辆货车已经停下，当然唱着歌。

远足山洞是健康的旅行。在宏伟的白蚁山后2至3里…棕榈树和木薯地…天气炎热又潮湿，渡过几条冰冷的河流并不是问题，使人爽心悦目。
弟兄和姐妹们消失在岩石里，出现在目的地。这是尼日利亚历史上战争时的隐蔽宝地。在1967-1970年期间尼日利亚数经内战。我们知道该地区名叫比夫拉。伊博人部族企图脱离国家的其它部族。骇人听闻的暴行发生了。成千上万的百姓被饿死杀死。比夫拉军队强迫任何有能力打仗的青年人入伍。从未听到过“良心抵抗”。所以，该地区的弟兄们就躲在这些洞里。其中就有弟兄Peter Kalu。
“战争期间这里成了难民的避难所。他们聚集在这里。现在这个山洞已经很大，一直延伸到森林。现在，它有四个隔间,这是其中之一。所以，在战争中，弟兄们分散在整个地区。然后在星期天又在这里聚集一起。我们那时大约有八位弟兄，我们一起掰饼。我们几乎与世界其它地方隔绝，所以我们没有办法分享酒与饼。所以，我们制作了土酒。至于饼，我们设法烤洋芋，这些当地的山药。我们用它们作饼。”
弟兄Elijah Eze是躲藏在这些山洞里的另一位基督弟兄会会员。

“这就意味着，要么我被杀死因为我不愿当兵，要么折磨我，弃我而去。但我决不参军。所以，我只得像其他人那样躲起来。战士们、联邦军队、联邦战士,他们希望征募年轻人入伍，迫使那年轻人为他们做某些事，或者参军–逃脱比夫拉及比夫拉派。但比夫拉派却截然不同。
所以，我们得自寻出路，利用机会，避免被征募或受虐待，于是，我只得逃入森林躲藏起来。”

Peter Kalu的弟兄约翰John是一名童子兵，被迫充当间谍。不同于其他类童子兵，他生存了下来。他回家后，发现他哥哥有些东西可以和他一起分享。

“我先开始和耶和华的见证人一起学习。后来有一天我提出了有关撒旦的问题;但我对他们对撒旦的解释并不满意。神创造世界，现在看见世界上的一切东西，怎能说他创造的万事都是“很好的”？然后，他又差遣一位破坏的天使，去毁灭这些很好的东西。我无法理解。所以，他们试图解释，但我并不满意。后来当我回家时，我去见我哥哥Peter Kalu,向他提出了同样的问题。他打开圣经，很容易地为我解释，使我觉得自己很愚蠢。那天以后，我拜访了我的一位朋友，Mike Ekura弟兄,即已过的Mike Ekura弟兄,告诉他我已经发现了祈祷的方法。所以，我们两人开始研究基督弟兄会。”
那一日，祈祷时感谢神提供的赎救。

[祈祷:]“…当男人、女人和孩子们暂时把家安在这些可怜的山洞里的时候，愿我们每个人都能在你的国里拥有荣耀、永恒的家。通过耶稣基督，我们的主。阿门。”（大家）“阿门”
作长途旅行的人加入他们，高声唱赞美诗歌。

尼日利亚是一个生活很难的地方。但弟兄和姐妹们每天面对困难，使交往的时间特别有意义。每年春天都举行一年一度的弟兄聚会。本次举办地点在贝宁湾市。在尼日尔河的西边。一般是英国的弟兄,受CBM的资助以讲课和演讲的形式支持尼日利亚的弟兄们。好像为了强调不可预见性和挫折一样，尼日利亚出租车在载运CBM访问者时在途中汽油耗尽。最终问题解决了，小组到达目的地—贝宁湾的西洋男子中学。参见的弟兄姐妹们始终觉得大受欢迎。尼日利亚人赏识大家努力到此旅游。由于学校的聚会厅已出租给一对结婚的新人,只得在地上支起遮蓬，在聚会的第一天供人们遮风挡雨。 
太阳灼热，但每个人都很专心。

课程的时间表已经安排，主题是“在现代生活中真诚地顺从基督”。

请打开圣经…[译员用非洲语发言]。请打开希伯来书…[译员用非洲语发言]。在尼日利亚有许多不同的方言。演讲经常被翻译成多种语言。
“我到这里以后，我对福音的全部评价已完全改变。”John Woodcock弟兄：“因为我发现有时对他们信仰的考验非常严厉。他们坚忍不拔，相当惊人。有时我自己的弱点令我羞耻难当。我们在生活中必须应对的琐事,令我不高兴。我无法摆脱这些事情。它们属于血气，就像我们其他人一样。但我觉得我们缺乏一种信仰的简单与力量。”

弟兄们利用每个机会传教。花一点点报酬雇来一名当地的电视摄影师录制聚会过程，以便后来在当地的私营电视台播放。节目采访了Chris Furniss弟兄，他为项目作了许多介绍。

但在尼日利亚的传教很困难。

Benson Osahon弟兄：“困难是因为福音的污染。周围的教会不是在传播福音。它们在传播繁荣。他们是剧作家。他们在演戏而不是传播基督。他们继续上演戏剧，他们希望治病，他们要创造景观,他们要把繁荣传播给百姓。那就是我们这里百姓所希望的,因为我市没有工业。许多人失业。所以,他们希望神会提高他们的生活水平。”
课堂还加入其它活动,如唱歌…唱歌…更多的唱歌。圣经小测验让每个人的头脑放松。

Femi弟兄在中餐时招待大家。

下午结束时还有一点时间用于社交和踢英式足球。追赶足球的人中有个叫Julie Omocayo的姐妹。她是医学院一年级的新生,她觉得在大学里很难过信仰生活。“确实很难。上学真的很难。尤其是在那种地方,而我是唯一的一名基督弟兄会的会员。没有人的信仰和我相同。我尽量与人交谈。在大多数情况下是与我的室友交谈。我和她们谈了很多,因为我们一起醒来,一起入睡,一起吃饭,一起上学。所以,我有更多的时间与她们交谈。我想我已取得了进步。我做了自以为能做的事情。我认为神一直在帮助我。”
和世界上其它地方的基督弟兄会一样，这样的聚会有多种目的，帮助年轻人相互了解就是其中之一。即便如此,在真理中找到伙伴仍然是个问题:

Carolyn Omotayo姐妹。“例如,在东部地区,如果你希望和南部人联姻,在某些情况下即使他们信仰同样的真理,却仍不希望联姻,我认为这是因为种族关系。我认为那是主要问题。你知道我们只是少数。我们在尼日利亚只是少数人。我们多次讨论过这个问题,但这种趋势依然如故。有些姐妹在这个圈子里找不到伙伴。我不知如何解决这个问题。”

当日晚些时候准备星期天的节目。

年轻人帮助打扫会议室。

目的是为了在日落前有时间唱圣歌。

次日早晨聚会前他们要去附近河流为两位受洗者受洗。在此之前当地宗教的两位牧师向河神祈祷。你们在远处就能听到他们的暄闹声。前一天这两位少妇已经通过了受洗前的面试,今天早上她们每人都表示要顺从主。

后来,David Furniss弟兄在纪念仪式中伸出右手。

“我们到此只为支持他们,帮助他们解决精神问题,仅仅真实地鼓励他们。仅仅向他们表示,有一个广大的团体,我们大家都支持他们,为他们祈祷。”

尼日利亚偏僻小山村有不少小教堂。其中有一家在尼日尔河东岸的Odochala上。Odochala在许多方面都与世界其它地方隔绝。到那里最容易的方法是乘船,因为跨越尼日尔河的桥梁很少,相距又远。

此次参观在一次聚会上已作出安排,居住在那里的一位姐妹和两位弟兄看到Chris Furniss和Aloy Obedie到达时还是感到吃惊。他们还初次作了准备,请镇上的人到村里公共大楼听公开演讲。
看到Chris和Aloy走进Odachala,开始传教时,你们会认为第一世纪肯定那样,某人带着福音消息到镇上来。Chris从约翰福音的日常阅读材料开始,阐明了神的性质这个主题,历时1个多小时。尽管天气炎热,坐在木椅上也不那么舒服,但听众还是很专心。
Chris Furniss:“如果人们要来寻求帮助,你主要要做的事情是让他们了解圣经的最基本道理。那才是你们需要知道的东西,因为每月到此2周、3周,无论多么对答如流，如果有人来则说:嘿，你怎么看待神的国?如果你的邻居、你的同班同学、你的工友、街上的某人问：‘你怎么看待神的国?’那么你们就能回答了。那是同一回事。你不需要做一名极其优秀的圣经学生，你需要知道我们所信之信仰的道理。所以，如果某人问：‘什么是神的国?未来的希望是什么?什么是复活?谁是耶稣基督？’那么你就能回答了。仅仅从圣经里回答，让圣经回答。但是，如果人们希望作些准备，确保他们能真正理解这些基督的道理。如果有年轻人想去尼日利亚或世界的其它任何地方传播福音，他们都需要知道。因为如果你不知如何回答，比如说:‘我不知道’,并没有错。总有我们无法回答的东西。所以，一个人不需要认为‘我知道的东西不多，还不能做传教士，我无法做传教工作。’我们大家都是传教士，我们都做传教的事儿，或者说无论身在何处我们都应该这样。我们日复一日地学习。就那么简单。
发言结束后供应不含酒精的饮料。38℃的灼热使得橙色的苏打水大受欢迎。当地将谷物铺开暴晒使游客想起耶稣的话，在全世界，‘庄稼巳经熟，可以收割了’(约翰福音4:35)。但‘要收的庄稼多，做工的人少。’(马太福音9:37)–这项工作需要有人去做,主在尼日利亚及全世界为他的名召唤百姓(使徒行传15:14)。百姓面对的考验使神的应许更显意义与珍贵。这里的弟兄和姐妹们知道他们正为神的国受改造（就像金属那样锻造）。以极大的预期盼望得救的那一日。真理在传播，尼日利亚的教会正在发展。”
拉格斯的基督弟兄会正在郊区建造一座新的会堂，他们在那里能买到一些地。
但真理正面对其它许多教派的竞争。
Kester Omotayo弟兄:“这个国家的教会如雨后春笋。这些教会有钱开支。引诱百姓。你们炫耀金钱，说那是神的礼物，只有富人才是神自己深爱的子民。只有它才极其严肃地挑战了这个国家里基督弟兄会的信仰。如果我们花钱引诱百姓,则对福音的爱将建立在金钱之上。圣经教导我们：‘贪财是万恶之源’(提摩太前书6:10)。现在罪恶开始腐败信仰。那是不正确的。我们应该看到弟兄关心这里生活贫困的弟兄。如果我们有什么办法帮助他们,那些失业的人,把钱用在这些人身上是更好的办法。”
许多弟兄和姐妹每天都生活在困难的环境下。来自西方的访问者很容易有内疚感，生活在他们自己的世界里相对容易一些。但更有创造性的感觉应该这样提出问题–对我拥有的资源怎么办呢?我如何能把福音传播给那些非常需要它的人呢?我如何能帮助那些确实身处绝境的弟兄们呢?总有需要做的事情。基督弟兄会传教组织始终使用自愿者。他们身处最佳地位，使所有的捐款都以最有效的方法使用。福音带来的欢乐、和平和希望明确地体现在尼日利亚生活的环境中。这里弟兄与姐妹的声音与北方、南方、东方和西方信徒的声音融合在一起，与神在世界各地的大家庭一起在从心里齐声赞美。
噢，千口同唱，赞美我伟大的赎救世主!
我主与王的荣耀，还有他得胜的恩典。
耶稣的名令我们敬畏，他叫我们的悲伤停止!
他是罪人耳朵能听到音乐声,那是生命、健康与和平。
他在说话，听他的声音，死者领受新生，
哀恸伤心者得欢乐，卑微穷困者得信仰。
我荣耀的主人，我的主,帮助我们宣布,
向全世界传播你名的荣耀。
谢谢观看
出品人：Steve、Arlene和Rachel Johnson。
带着天父的赐福,

我们特别感谢Chris和David Furniss以及CBM。
同样衷心感谢我们尼日利亚弟兄姐妹们的帮助与热诚慷慨的接待。



